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Introduction to Young People in Society
Poverty is a worldwide issue and according to Lister (2004, p, 1) in the twenty first century around half the world’s population suffers from poverty or known as “deep poverty”. This essay will explore the impact poverty has on young people and how youth work can respond. Youth work is extremely beneficial to all young people as by them participating in youth work, they can gain skills, confidence and reach set goals (Welsh Government, 2014, p, 2). Jeffs and Smith state that young people are the ones most suffering from poverty (1990, p, 21). According to Evans (2004, p,88) poverty has an impact on a young person’s physical, social and cognitive well-being. Therefore, youth work should work with these young people to help them develop (LSI, 2019, p,4).  As the aim of youth work is to enable all young people to development positively, with youth works responsibility being to support young people that are suffering because of poverty (WAG, 2019, p, 3).
People have different opinions of what poverty is (Lister, 2004, p, 5) and many views are seen to be negative (Engler, Druen, Steck, Ligon, Jacob, and Arseneau, 2019, p, 1). According to Engler, Druen, Steck, Ligon, Jacob, and Arseneau young people living in poverty can often be stereotyped due to lack of knowledge other young people have regarding the issues related to poverty (2004, p, 3). This can often lead to young people and those in poverty feeling powerless with a very low self-worth (Goodman, Pugach, Skolnik and Smith, 2013, p, 185). Both points can lead to a young person being targeted and bullied because they are ‘less advantage’ than others. Them not being exactly how other people want them to be is another reason how being in poverty can lead to a young person being bullied (Bainbridge, Ross, Woodhouse, 2017, p, 4). According to Gorman, Harmon, Mendolia, Staneva and Walker bullying impacts a young person in the long run during their school life, which will also impact their adolescent development (2019, p, 3). Therefore, youth works role in this situation is to support and guide the young person to ensure they can develop positively and ensure that they feel happy about themselves (LSI, 2019, p, 4).
When a young person is being bullied youth works role is to offer the young people opportunities to allow them to fulfil their full potential as well as develop positively (WAG, 2019, p, 5). Youth work can help young people suffering from bullying because of their poverty by following their 5 visions (LSI, 2019, p, 9). By providing those young people with safe zone to go to will provide them with the opportunities to express how they are feeling and seek help (WAG, 2019, p, 5). As the youth works key purpose is to support young people’s educational development (LSI, 2019, P, 4) a way youth work could respond would be by educating young people of the struggles those in poverty face. One method of youth work that can help young people is through youth clubs. Youth clubs offers a place for young people to go for leisure time and participate in activities. Youth clubs can offer a place for young people to go and take their mind of things and seek help and guidance (Lindstörm, 2012, p, 32).
According to Shaw, Egan and Gillespie there is a clear link between poverty and substance misuse (2007, p, 3). According to a survey conducted in 2016 a fifth of young people school aged had tried drugs (Emmambux, Li, Shelton and Eastwood, 2018, p, 5). Substance misuse and risk taking is a common part of a young person’s adolescence as Adams and Berzonsky state (2006, p, 259). O’Higgins argues that substance misuse is not the problem it is down to poverty and we need to tackle poverty as well as substance misuse amongst young people (1998 p, iv). According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime there needs to be more of crunch on drugs in todays age due to the rapid growth of drugs (UNODC, 2018, P, 1). It is common that when a young person becomes into contact with substance misuse it can often spiral out of control and they can often get into trouble with the police (Ansley, Bradley, Buchanan, Burrows and Bush, 2017, p,2). 
One of youth works targets is working with young people who are involved in ‘anti-social behaviour’ such as substance misuse, therefore it is a youth workers roles to help young people who may be using drugs or misusing alcohol (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 13). As Batsleer and Davies say youth workers need to provide young people with information about substances to help them understand the dangers of them and one way they could do this is by arranging substance misuse work shops and talks (2010, p, 13). According to The National Youth Work Strategy for Wales youth work can provide targeted provisions for the more vulnerable young people who are in contact with drugs. These types of provision will help support and help young people in difficult times (WAG, 2019, p, 33). According to an article written by Addaction the best response to these situations would be providing early intervention for young people and as a youth worker they can provide young people with these early interventions to ensure actions are taken (2015, p, 9). 
Youth unemployment is considered as very high (Healy, p, 6). According to Jeffs and Smiths young people are the majority that are suffering the most from poverty. They are also the ones who are prohibited to finding a full-time job, meaning they are often left unemployed or under paid (1990, p, 21). According to Oyen (1999, p, 207) and Wilson there is a clear link between poverty and unemployment, however they state that employment will not necessarily mean you will get out of poverty. Goulden states that being in some jobs is just the same as being unemployed due to low pay (Goulden, 2010, p, 6). 2When being unemployed for a long period of time can lead a person feeling frustrating and can also lead to them resulting in aggressive behaviour (Connor, 2002, p, 55). The term ‘NEET’ is now used to describe young people who are not in education, employment or training (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 13). As Batsleer and Davies state most of the work that youth workers do is focussed around employment and trying to provide young people with the opportunity to find work and future careers (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 157).
Therefore, youth work should help facilitate those young people to find employment and get on the right path to success (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 157). As youth workers they can help a young person with unemployment by helping them create a CV and put together job applications (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 157). Within in the Youth Work Strategy for Wales in mentions the ‘Youth engagement and progression framework’ and how this is a way that can help support young people known as NEET and looking for employment. This can be done by supporting the young people and help them to gain future skills that will be sustainable for their future careers (WAG, 2019, P, 34). According to the functioning map found in the National Occupational Standards for Youth Work, youth work should facilitate a young person’s learning and development. One way this can be done is by broadening their horizons and this can relate to helping a young person find future employment, by helping them learn new skills to put towards a future career (LSI, 2019, P, 11). As Batsleer and Davies mentions ‘young people are our futures’, therefore youth work needs to make sure they are on the right path and reach their full potential. 
To conclude, it is noticeable that poverty has a negative on a young person’s adolescent development and often has a huge impact on their childhood as well as their future (Treanor, 2012, p, 1). As the aim of youth work is to enable all young people to development positively, youth work plays a massive role of supporting those young people that are suffering because of poverty (WAG, 2019, p, 3). Therefore, youth work needs to facilitate young people with opportunities to help them with the issue they are faced with because of their poverty, this is done by following the youth work values found in the National Occupation Standards for Youth Work (LSI, 2019, P, 5). Youth work needs to happen where the young people are and needs to motivate them to the best they can and by helping a young person gain aw more positive outlook of themselves will be the key way of supporting a young person faced with bullying, drugs and alcohol abuse and unemployment because of poverty (Batsleer and Davies, 2010, p, 2). Overall, youth work is important to all young people in enabling them to have the future they want as well as reach their goals and aspirations (WAG, 2019, p, 5).
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