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AIM(S)

To critically examine interdisciplinary concepts, principles, and practices needed
when assessing death and human/animal remains using the example of ancient
Egypt.

To explore new ways to deal with material culture representing ancient lives using
scientific techniques combined with anthropological methods to shed new light on
ancient cultures

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

demonstrate an ability to critically evaluate the application of the key theoretical
concepts and archaeological methodologies associated with the analysis of death
and its material remains using ancient Egypt as the case study;

critically appraise the various advantages and disadvantages working
multidisciplinary and develop strategies to deal with these;

research and critically analyse ethical issues when dealing with death and
human/animal remains.

DISCLAIMER

As a module devoted to death, the content might be disturbing, potentially shocking or
offensive to some of you. As academics and teaching staff, we aim to provide accurate,
current, unbiased and trustworthy information of academic research value in order to
capture the learning outcomes of this module.

SYLLABUS
Date/ | Who? Topic
Session
Week 1
Tue RC/KZ Introduction to the module
14/09
Thu . .
16/09 RC Introduction to your Lab work / Lab session 1
1;:;(')9 RC The eternal human body: Skeletal Remains and Forensic methods
Week 2
Mo Kz The materiality of death
20/09
Tue Kz The view on and practicalities of death in Egyptological research:
21/09 archaeology, forensics, religion and culture
Thu RC Lab session 2
23/09
Fri RC Ethical issues of lives in death
24/09




Week 3
Kz Mummification across the globe and the Egyptian mummification process

Mo => watching “Mummifying Alan)
27/09

Tue Case study — Tutankhamun and the Amarna period: excavation, material
28/09 culture and modern science

Thu RC/KZ The eternal body of animals: Burial and mummification of animals
30/09

Fri RC Lab Session 3
01/10

Week 4

Mo RC Assessing mummies: unwrapping, CT scans and computer visualisations.
04/10

Tue KZ Modern attempts of mummification: Discussion mummification and
05/10 “Mummifying Alan” with Dr Stephen Buckley and Prof Joanne Fletcher
Thu Kz Popular reception of ancient mummies
07/10

Fri RC/KZ Lab session 4 and Wrapping up (the pun was too good to miss....)
08/10

ASSESSMENT

The assessment consists of one portfolio comprising 3 tasks. You have to achieve an
overall mark of at least 40 in order to pass this module, irrespective of the number of
attempted tasks.

Task 1: The material culture of death (2000 words, 40% of the portfolio mark), to
be submitted 26/09/21 by latest 23:59 via MOODLE/Turnitin

Choose ONE tomb presented on Osirisnet (https://www.osirisnet.net/e _centrale.htm)
and explore how the tomb in its architectural setup, decoration and — if applicable —
material culture offers us an insight in the views of death and afterlife the ancient
Egyptians had.

You can use the images on the particular pages in Osirisnet to illustrate your argument.

Task 2: Documentary Review — Mummifying Alan (1000 words, 20% of the
module mark), to be submitted 03/10/21 by latest 23:59 via MOODLE/Turnitin

Write a review of the documentary Mummifying Alan (will be shown in class)
commenting specifically on the process of mummification and potential ethical issues.

In your fourth week, we will have a discussion with the Professor Joanne
Fletcher and Dr Stephen Buckley about the project. This assessment will
enable you for this discussion.

An “How to write a documentary review guide” will be uploaded on MOODLE.

Task 3: Salt Mummification Experiment. (2000 words, 40% of the module mark),
to be submitted 10/10/21 by latest 23:59 via MOODLE/Turnitin

Students will engage with a practical designed to examine the process of
‘mummification’. A laboratory-based report will be produced outlining the rationale,


https://www.osirisnet.net/e_centrale.htm

method, results and discussion of results. The report should be fully illustrated and
supported with tables and/or graphs.

Task brief:
Salt is a desiccant (removes moisture), including from human bodies. This experiment
will test the efficacy of several salts/salt combinations on food-based fabrics. An
experimental method will be adopted and followed with the results recorded over a
four- week period. Students will write-up the full experimental method in the form of a
laboratory report in 2000 Words/equivalent for 40% of the module mark.
Included in a report should be a title.
Abstract (written last)
Key words (max. 5)

e Introduction

e Aims and Hypothesis

e Method
= Design
=  Materials
=  Procedure
e Results

e Discussion of Results
* Interpretation
= Conclusions
All work at this level of study should engage in good scholarship and be accompanied
by a reference list (note reference list NOT a bibliography).
All work should be fully illustrated.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Essential:

David, R. (ed.). 2008. Egyptian Mummies and Modern Science. Cambridge: CUP.

Loynes, R. 2015. Prepared for Eternity: A study of human embalming techniques in ancient
Egypt using computerised tomography scans of mummies. Oxford: Archaeopr.

Taylor, J. 2001 (or any other edition). Death and Afterlife in Ancient Egypt. London: British
Museum Pr.

Taylor, J. 2014. Ancient lives: new discoveries: eight mummies, eight stories. London: The
British Museum, 2014.

Recommended

David, R. 2007. The Two Brothers: Death and the Afterlife in Middle Kingdom Egypt. London:
Rutherford Pr.

Grajetzki, W. 2003. Burial customs in ancient Egypt: life in death for rich and poor. London;
Duckworth.

Hawass. Z.A. & S. Saleem. 2015. Scanning the Pharaohs: CT Imaging of the New Kingdom
Royal Mummies. Cairo: American Univ. Pr.

Ikram, S. 2015. Death and Burial in Ancient Egypt. Cairo: American Univ. Pr.

Ikram, S. 2015. Divine Creatures: Animal Mummies in Ancient Egypt. Cairo: American Univ.
Pr.



Price, C. et al (eds.). 2016. Mummies, Magic and Medicine in Ancient Egypt: Multidisciplinary
Essays for Rosalie David. Manchester: Manchester Univ. Pr.

Smith, M. 2017. Following Osiris: Perspectives on the Osirian Afterlife from Four Millennia.
Oxford: Oxford Univ. Pr.

Sugg, R. 2011. Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the
Renaissance to the Victorians. Abingdon: Routledge.

Taylor, J. 1995. Unwrapping a Mummy. London: British University Pr.

You can find your level specific Marking Criteria, which will be applied to the
coursework and the exam, on MOODLE.
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