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Marine Spatial Planning in Rhode Island:
Balancing Conservation Priorities with Development
Potential

Christopher Damon — Environmental Data Center, University of Rhode Island

OceanSAMP Team — RI Coastal Resources Management Council; Rl Sea Grant; URI
Coastal Resources Center; URI Graduate School of
Oceanography; URI Department of Geology; URI Department of
Natural Resources Science
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Area ~ 3,900km?2

Extends ~ 48km
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Rhode Island Ocean

DCCANSAMP

R.l. Coastal Resources Management Council

R.l. Ocean Special Area Management Plan

Advancing marine spatial planning S p €c I al Are A M an ag €me nt
through research d pbhc input Pla n (S AM P)

A B » Defined in 1980 amendment to
CZMA

PuUrpose:
A management tool that extends
CRMP in areas with unigue

characteristics
Project Timeline:
:;T::::i;g:; E:AODGERlAS::ND CoasTaL RESOURCES CENTER Aug ust, 2008 . OCtOber, 2010
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Rhode Island Ocean

Special Area Management Plan

Goals:
Maintaining the ecology
Promoting/Enhancing fisheries

ProVIC
ProViIc

Estab

INg strong marine transportation network
INng for future uses
ISh framework for coordinated decision-

making between state and federal agencies
— Streamline permitting process
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Why Participate?

State Government:

- Proactive planning; engaged public; federal
consistency.

University:
- Research interests and data

Stakeholders:

- Keep existing access; have VoIce In Process

Developers:

- Access to data; well defined requirements; reduced
permitting time/costs
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OCCAIISAMP
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Immedlate Questions:

1) What do we know about
the ecology of the area?

2) How Is the area used?

3) How do you narrow down
potential development
Sites?

- Focus research dollars

- Maintain transparency.
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Research Topics:

« Wind Resources

« Marine Mammals and Birds

« Fisheries Abundance

« Physical Oceanography.

« Ecosystem Interactions

«  Sediments and Benthic Habitat
«  Cultural Resources

« Acoustics and Electromagnetics
« Meteorology

« Engineering

« Ecological Valuation
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CEAN 1c w
CRMC  Seabrant

Data Access
Model:
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Commercial Shipping and Navigation Areas
Commercial ship traffic s based on Automatic ldantification System (AIS)

vessal counts, Sept 2007 - July 2008; AIS counts >= 50
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RHOOE ISLAND SOUND

Fishing Areas:
Fixed Gear, Mobile Gear, Scallop and Recreational
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Recreational Cruising and Sailboat Racing Routes
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Existing Uses:

Cables and

Obstructions

RNOOE ISLAND SOUND

Underwater Cables, Unexploded Ordnance, and
Dredge Disposal Sites
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Stakeholder Process:

1. Establishing the procedure
« Project transparency key purpose
« Coordinated by 3-party.
« 17 meetings over 20 months
2. Learning about the SAMP area
« Presentations from researchers
« Answer Initial stakeholder guestions

3. Reviewing draft chapters

« Submit formal comments on each
chapter after hearing from constituents
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Submit draft chapter
to TAC for review

Step 2
Chapter review at
stakeholder meeting

Step 3
Post chapter to
website for public
comment, 9o- days

Public Review Process:

Step 4

—> Chapter submitted to

SAMP subcommittee

Step 5

Council votes to
begin rulemaking

Step 6

30-Day public
comment period

BN Review all public

comments and
respond

Step 8

Council hold public
hearing to approve
chapter

Step 9

Final approval for full
document
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+ Adeguate Wind Resources Potential Site
Screening:

greater than 7 m/sec at 80 m, hub height
«  Bathymetric Limits

« . Geologic Constraints
« Shipping and Navigation Areas

« Regulated areas

disposal sites, military areas, unexploded
ordnance

«  Coastal buffer @ km)

«  Cable Areas
« Stakeholder Inputs




Rhode Island Ocean

Renewable
Energy Zone

Areas of
Preservation

Areas of
concern

Area of
Mutual
Interest

PARKS

Map Key

L ! OceanSAMP Study Area
State/Federal Waters Separation

7] Renewable Energy Zone

|| Areas Designated for Preservation

[ Areas of Particular Concern

[] Area of Mutual Interest

By the Numbers

OceanSAMP study area - 1,467 mi*
State waters within -281 mi*
Ocean SAMP

Areas of Particular Concem
Within state waters - 151 mi*
Within OceanSAMP - 683 mi*

Percent of state waters - 54%
Percent of OceanSAMP - 47%

Areas Designated for Preservation
Within state waters - 76 m®

Within OceanSAMP - 103 mi*

Percent of state waters - 27%
Percent of OceanSAMP - 7%

Area of Mutual Interest
Total Area - 400 mi*
Percent of OceanSAMP - 25%

Miles
0 S
Kilometers
0 5
Coordinate System
Projection: RI Stateplane
Units: Feet

FIPS Zone: 3800
Datum: NADE3

For Project Background Information:
http-//seagrant.gso.un edu/oceansamp

For Project Map and Data Products:
http//www.narrbay org/d_projects/oceansamp
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Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)
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Areas of Particular Concern and Designated Preservation Areas Within the Rl Ocean SAMP

Note: Areas of Particular Concern are a combination of the following data layers: AIS counts == 50; airport buffers; 1km coastal buffer; military
and other regulated areas; navigation corridors and ferry routes; cable areas; dive sites; sailboat racing areas; and glacial moraines.

Areas Designated for Preservation consist of waters with depths between 5 and 20m.
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Renewable
Energy Zone:

« State’s preferred area , Vi
for development | |
Developer’s "
requirements and ®
obligations clearly \* [
outlined in SAMP Vi
policies
Can utilize data
developed as part of
SAMP

‘Block Island |

Block Island Renewable Energy Zone:
A 2 kilometer setback from the state waters limit and marine navigation areas
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Preservation
Areas:

“ BUZIIARDS BAY

= v 4 C
No large-scale D

development or - e
mining/mineral extraction e ,-

« Sea duck foraging —
depths < 20m

RHODE ISLAND SOUND

State/Federal Waters Separation

Areas Designated for Preservation
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Areas of Concern:

Developer must demonstrate T\
no practical alternatives ' - ) or 2

I
AVINEYARD SOUND
=

Cost Is not a valid argument

Unigue or fragile features .

. . . BLOCKJSLAND SOUND ™ ."
High productivity \
Historical or cultural value

Substantial recreational
use

Transportation corridors . \
and mllltary use Orth i It~} OceanSAMP Study Area
ngh f|Sh|ng aCtiVity ) State/Federal Waters Separation

| Areas of Particular Concern
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area in federal waters " s s ik

Both states agree to \
adopt the SAMP 51.0% s
methodology

Submit joint proposals to
federal government for
any development
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L _ ¥ OceanSAMP Study Area

State/Federal Waters Separation

[ ] Federal Lease Blocks

Area of Mutual Interest
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OceanSAMP Chapters:  geemso

Special Area Management Plan
« Ecology of the SAMP Region
« Global Climate Change
« Cultural and Historic Resources
« Commercial and Recreational O@
HSEES

* Recreation and Tourism L.

« Marine Transportation and ——
Infrastructure

« Renewable Energy and Offshore
Development

« Other Future Uses
«  Existing Regulations and Policies

. . Adopted by the Rhode
« Policies of the OceanSAMP. S oeeca Rascicen

October 19, 2010

aIlSAMP

_ « VOLUME1
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DCEAIISAMP

R.I. Coastal Resources Management Council

R.l. Ocean Special Area Management Plan S U m m a.ry :

Advancing marine spatial planning

through research and public input

SAMP adopted by state (10/2010)

Research ongoing

Can be amended at any time

Mandatory 5 yr. review schedule

Have preferred development
Site In state waters

Coordination with neighboring
states

Federally adopted (07/2011)

R.l. CoastaL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND CoAsSTAL RESOURCES CENTER
RHODE ISLAND SEA GRANT
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Resources:
« Rl OceanSAMP Website

http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/oceansamp

Note: The OceanSAMP effort was a 2-year project to characterize Rhode Island’s coastal
waters, requiring the collaboration of more than 100 researchers and policy experts. Interested
parties are encouraged to visit the OceanSAMP website for much more detailed information
about project research and outcomes.
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