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Part 1
In countries such as Iceland, it is believed that outdoor activities are important in the wellbeing and development of children. There are government guidelines, such as the national curriculum, which emphasise the advantages of outdoor learning for children of school age and stipulates that outdoor learning teaches children about the environment and also promotes a healthy lifestyle and encourages exercise Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014, p391-406).
 The emphasis on outdoor learning and activities has been an ongoing part of school life in Iceland for all children up to the age of 16, whereby outdoor playtime occurs every day. The type of outdoor learning will vary dependent on the individual teacher and school, however, 70% of schools now ensure outside education is mandatory (Oladottir, 2008).


Part 2a
This essay will focus on forest schools. Forest schools, as defined by the Forest School Network, is ‘an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’, (Murray & O’Brien 2006). In the past, parents are concerned that their children do not have the same opportunities they had in their childhoods to visit and explore woodland areas and green space as there are so many different issues to consider (health and safety, stranger danger, for example) and there are now so many indoor “activities” available for young children that often they choose not to partake in outdoor activities. The Welsh Government (2009) are now encouraging teachers to include more outdoor play for the children to expand on their learning. This is being achieved by creating and encouraging more forest schools as it benefits a healthier lifestyle for the child. This is particularly important between the years of three to seven. Thompson et al (2004). 


Part 2b 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this? 
 Avoiding plagiarism in any piece of work is deemed as unethical and anyone who if found to plagiarise will face scrutiny and possibly prosecuted by the appropriate University Board. This can mean anything from copying another author’s work and passing them off as one’s own or even repeating yourself from work that it has already been used for. 
The source that I used for this question was from the University of Leicester’s plagiarism page on their website. 

You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this true of False? Explain your answer. 
This statement is false, using referencing from any piece of text must be referenced whether this is a direct quotation or not. Referencing must be included when paraphrasing, using direct quotation or for using a indirect or direct mention. When referencing of any form, you must include brief citations. This is to present what source you have mentioned and where you have referred to the source or text. To answer this, I used the Harvard referencing handbook.

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
I believe that this statement is false. Anyone who uses Wikipedia in academic assignments can mean that the information included could be inaccurate since anyone browsing this webpage can edit the information personally. This can lead to assignments carrying false information and take cause failure. There were many different sources that I used to research this. The source that was the most useful to be was the Liberty University website. 
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
In order to reference a long quotation, you must take several aspects into consideration. This includes; 
Separating the long quotation from the main body of work
Clearly displaying the quote with the authors name, year of publication and page number.
Then present this consistently throughout your piece of work.
I used the Harvard referencing handbook for this question.
Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
There are many different sources that students and researchers can use for academic study. These can be books, Journal articles, newspapers, video clips and academic reports.














Writing a critical response to an article

                                     “Schooled to fail? 
                       The Underachievement Debate in Wales “

Throughout this part of the assignment there will be a comparison between an article by Emma Smith and a book by Clyde Chitty who both explore Education in Britain. 
The article by Smith, E (2005) explore the underachievement of students in Wales and highlights underachievement as one of the main debates in education. It examines the aspect of young people being taught to fail. The article predominantly focuses on a Welsh perspective however does include comparisons from England. The article also concludes with findings that students in Wales may no longer be schooled to fails due to renewed optimism in education. The aim of the text is to explore concepts of positive and negative education.
Overall my observations from the article are that it explains motivations behind the desire of raising standards in schools as a focus for the UK. This means that central government recognise the need for change within schools and the curriculum. Throughout the text the author highlights themes of text support the argument that schools in the UK are promoting underachievement to their students that attend. However, the author uses a variety of text that is purely her own opinion and is not supported by any arguments. Smith (2005, pg 86) “The so-called underachievement debate is a central issue in education today, it is the synonymous with the notion that all is not well with our schools, our students and indeed our national system”.
The structure of the article is clear and displays statistical information as well as descriptive. The text is split into paragraphs which is possibly to make the text easier to understand and read and also comes under headings, so the reader can pinpoint certain information. The appendices at the latter of the article clearly display information relevant to the UK which highlights Wales as near enough the bottom of the tables each time.
The language of the article is formal, however is easy to read. It does provide a balance of accurate and evidenced information but does include some of the authors own opinion. The article however does appear to have a bias of Wales as it states on many occasions that Wales education in Comparison to England is more adequate. Smith (2005) “on the one hand, comparing Wales with the whole of England might seem to be of little value”. And “when taking into account socio economic variables, there was little evidence of a general under performance of the schools and students in Wales relative to those in England”.
The book by Clyde Chitty is about Education Policy in Britain. The main focus of the book is to highlight the importance of educational standards in Britain and the history of Education in Britain and the policy that is imbedded within. In summary the book highlights the change and continuity of education since 1997 by stating that politics and the change of political parties had a lot to do with the changing education curriculum. It also explains globalisation and education inequality by stating that the government blames current economic problems on global trends and social inequality. Finally, the book concludes with major themes explored from the last sixty years by outlining research that has been undertaken.
The book is split into several chapters which break down several key themes which look at education and policy in Britain, this is similar to the article discussed above however looks more broadly at the wider UK rather than just Wales. There aren’t any appendices in this book however there are some statistics on the performance of education throughout the UK
The book uses formal language and some chapters are difficult to read in comparison to the Smith article. The book on the other hand is accurate and is supported by statements and statistics.
The article shows that throughout Wales boys are underachieving more than girls. “Underachievement – and the underachievement of working-class boys in particular.”
The argument that Smith has created is not consistent, as she is biased towards Wales compared to England. Smith mentions Wales consistently through the article whereas England is only mentioned a various amount of times. This shows that Smith was unfair through her argument. Although the evidence that she has carried in the article is as much England as it is Wales, her explanation was inconsistent. 
In conclusion the article is very bias towards Wales and the author does relate to her own opinions very much throughout the text, however does include a variety of statistics and data which can be found useful when looking at underachievement in Wales. The author should provide a more balanced approach to the comparison between both England and Wales. When identifying if this article is appropriate for academic use I would say yes because even though the author uses her opinion but does sometimes support this with references to other text. The book that was compared was another good quality academic text with lots of information that could be compared to the article, however the chapters were lengthy and did discuss some of the content in too much depth. The book however did look at historic perspectives on education and policy and linked it to modern day education policy making it interesting to see the comparisons and links between the two.
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