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Research Proposal

Title: Understanding the public’s perception of officer’s use of force, focusing on the implementation of Taser carriers into modern British policing and analysing if the implementation of Taser has had a positive impact on ensuring the safety of officers and the public.

Introduction 
Officers’ use of force has been a prevalent topic in the media throughout the 2020 to 2021 period. Particularly with the notability of the case of George Floyd, a US Citizen who died following an incident where excessive force was used by an officer in America (Who was George Floyd and what happened to Derek Chauvin?, 2021). The public backlash that was felt from the incident sparked protests and riots, both overseas in America and in the United Kingdom (Keane, 2020).
The recent scrutiny of officers’ use of force in the media has often portrayed officers in a negative light. I am looking to analyse how recent events have affected the public’s perception of police use of force and to evaluate if this has had an impact on the publics level of trust within the police. 
The United Kingdom is one of only four countries throughout Europe that do not routinely arm police officers. (Ritcher, 2020)
With the growing introduction of TASER into British police forces, I look to also analyse the effects and perception of TASER on the opinions of both the public and police officers in the UK.
The effects of this study will help to identify and analyse problems that have arisen following incorrect use of force. I will be evaluating if Taser is a necessary and proportionate addition to the utilities of British police officers in order to effectively ensure the safety of the public and the officers themselves. Following a spike in anti-police media and scrutiny of police forces that have arisen since the George Floyd movement I believe that this proposal will help to evaluate an updated review on public perceptions and the implementation of Taser and use of force as appose to studies and surveys carried out in previous years. With the increased roll out of Taser over previous years I feel that this is an ideal time to research this topic area. (www.polfed.org, 2021)
I look to focus the scope of this investigation into the area covered by the force area of South Wales Police. I will also be investigating national statistics and surveys that have been conducted for a wider understanding throughout the UK. I will not be looking into the effects or the opinions of forces or countries outside the UK as I feel that there are too many factors that may edit the results of my research such as political views or climate of other countries, issues gathering data, other counties police forces powers and policies and countries where officers have already been armed for a period of time.

Literature Review

The reason I want to undertake this research is to help to build a better understanding of the opinions of the general public on the police. I feel that this is important as it could help to demonstrate concerns and problem areas the public may have and could help in assisting with rational for decision making regarding future policies. As Robert Peel once stated, “The police are the public and the public are the police” (Peel, n.d.). It is important that a close understanding of the communities in which police officers work is held.
I have specifically chosen to focus on Taser as there has been a increasing number of front line officers carrying taser in recent years. The research will look to uncover if the implementation of taser is necessary and proportionate. It will help also to understand concerns that people or officers may have with the tool. 
Currently, there is information that has already been obtained over recent years on the opinions of the British Public’s opinion of officer’s use of force. This is collected on an almost yearly basis by the British government themselves. (HMICFRS, 2018). Whilst this research will prove useful in helping me come to a conclusion to my question, there is little research to identify links as to how high profile cases such as the George Floyd murder have effected these opinions. Public opinion surveys have also been conducted in the UK as to opinions of Taser by organisations such as the police federation UK (www.polfed.org, n.d.). However, these surveys do not conclude as to if wide scale implementation of Taser is proportionate or necessary in protecting the British public and police officers. My proposed research will help to come to a conclusion as to whether or not it is the right time for police officers in the UK to move forward and become armed with Taser.

Research Methodology

When research proposal will look at current studies that have already been conducted, along with my own research that I will gather. I will be referring to statistics and surveys that have been gathered by official sources such as the UK government, and analysing the results of those studies to help me form my conclusion. I will then use the ‘Survey Monkey’ website to create my own survey that I will be able to share over social media to collect opinions of the public that have not been covered by these public surveys. When collecting my own research or using research that is readily available, I have chosen to use the ‘Triangulation Method’ to help me come to a reliable and un-bias outcome. (Noble and Heale, 2019). This method involves collecting information or data from multiple sources to analyse against each other using a variety of data collection methods. (Nightingale, 2015)
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Trigangulation research methods  (Salkind, 2010)


I will also be looking to collect research survey data on the opinions of police officers throughout this research to identify if any bias towards Taser and use of force can be reflected upon from the results of these surveys. This will be done again through ‘Survey Monkey; where I will send this survey across to Police officers in my local force (South-Wales Police) via internal email to collect results. 

Once I have collected data on public and police opinions on taser and use of force, I will then begin to analyse this data against home office statistics that I will request through the ‘Freedom of information act’. This act allows for people to request information from official bodies. Whilst these freedom of information requests do not always have to be accepted if they contain information that can breach data protection, I will specifically request information that does not include any personal data in order to comply with this.

In order to come to a conclusion on my proposed research question, I will be requesting the following information from South Wales Police via freedom of information act. The requests will include;
· Number of reported assaults on police officers or police staff per year
· Number of reported assaults on police officers who were carrying taser whilst assaulted
· Number of Taser trained officers throughout the force per year 
· Number of Taser uses per year
· Number of complaints received against police for excessive use of force
· Number of officers disciplined for excessive use of force
· Reasons why Taser were deployed; as recorded via use of force forms
All of the following questions will be requested with the time frame of the last ten years.
I will analyse the results of the information provided to me to help conclude if Taser has had a positive impact on ensuring the safety of officers and the public. I will be analysing if there has been any correlation between the statistics I have collected from data protection and public opinions changing each year. 

Ethical Issues
In order to comply with data protection, I will be conducting my surveys of police officers and the public both completely anonymously. I will be asking and collecting general data such as the jobs the people do and their age range, but will not be collecting or retaining any individual’s specific identifiable information. By ensuring that research does not retain this information, I will be able to disclose it in my research without breaching data protection. However, one down side to this is that the anonymity may result in people answering un-honestly or exaggerating their views to try and sway the results of the survey in the direction they are more inclined to believe. I also feel that conducting these surveys online as appose to in person will help to prevent people from answering dis-honestly for fear of being judged.

Project Plan Time management 
In order to complete this project in a realistic time frame, I will be organising a time table to help me effectively manage my time. This will be broken down into the deadlines that the university have imposed, and then will be further broken down into sub categories with my own realistic dates of estimated completion for specific tasks.
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