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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? 

8,000-word project:      


	NAME: Kieran Thomas

	STUDENT ID No.: 21318460

	
Domestic Abuse – The Lesser-Known Victims

Domestic violence is often considered from a patriarchal perspective where the victims are only female, and the perpetrator is usually a male. It is also possible for these ideological roles to be reversed, where the male is the victim of the abuse.

Identify and analyse this subject matter in depth to provide an adequate picture of a male victim.


INTRODUCTION:

This proposal will seek to identify the percentage of domestic violence victims who identify as male – as opposed to female, the reasons for not reporting incidents from a male perspective, the stigmas faced by the male demographic and the reasons males have for not leaving abusive relationships. This study will aim to not include any form of sexual abuse.


2.5% of males were victims of non-sexual domestic abuse between March 2021 and March 2022 (Office of National Statistics, 2022). Similar studies conducted by ManKind between the years 2022 and 2023 concluded that close to 14%% of men will experience domestic abuse as a victim. This equates to one in six to seven men in their lifetime and for every three victims of partner/spousal abuse, two will be female and one will be male (Brooks, 2022) with any victim of ‘domestic abuse’ defined as any person – regardless of gender or age – who ‘sees, hears or experiences the effects of domestic abuse’ (The Domestic Abuse Act 2021). The ONS survey also concluded that 13 men died at the hands of their partner between 2022 and 2023, compared to 56 women.


The ManKind study also concludes that the top reasons for men not seeking to leave their abusive relationships are concern about the children (89%) and the ideology that ‘marriage is for life’ or out of ‘love’ itself (81% and 71% respectively).


This project would be considered particularly important as these percentages equate to approximately somewhere between 480,000 and 750,000 men across the United Kingdom suffering some form of domestic or spousal abuse per year.


Several key areas of focus of this study will be:

· The barriers males face when seeking help
· The fear of disclosure
· The challenge to masculinity
· Experiences with services (interventions and support received)


Several sources of information and data analysis have been noted, accessed, and analysed in preparation for the study of this topic. A non-exhaustive list includes Westmarland & Burrell (2023), Dobash & Dobash (1992, 2004) and Scott-Storey, O’Donnell & Vincent (2022). Data from ManKind, SAGE Journals and The Office for National Statistics (ONS) shall also be assessed and explored as well as recent, well-documented cases such as the prolonged spousal abuse covering a 20-year marriage suffered by Richard Spencer at the hands of his then-wife Sheree, and the murder of Christian Obumseli by his partner Courtney Clenney in the United States.


This particular field of study shall be worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it may be deemed a ‘taboo’ topic of conversation amongst certain circles of the male demographic as a whole and this research will aim to analyse and evaluate any hardships and issues experienced by males (both adult and youth) in a domestic setting where violence, coercion and other forms of domestic-related violence occur, and shall aim to evaluate any reservations, reasonings or possible impediments which curtail the reporting of said incidents.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The developed aims of the current research proposal is to evaluate the opinions and key studies relating to male’s experiences of domestic abuse, to assess any possible stigmas attached to these experiences, especially when disclosing details of these incidents to others or reporting these incidents to police, and finally to identify whatever help, assistance or platforms are available to members of the male demographic who are experiencing any form of domestic abuse. Key studies, data obtained from online sources and data collected personally from confidential sources shall be utilised as the sole means of research. Any disclosures of crime from those surveyed – inadvertent or purposefully – is to be reported immediately.

In summary, the objectives of this dissertation project shall be to:

· Identify the percentage of domestic violence victims who identify as male.
· Analyse the reasons for not reporting incidents from a male perspective.
· Assess the stigmas faced by the male demographic.
· Identify the reasons males have for not leaving abusive relationships.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

General:

· Westmarland & Burrell (2023) – Understanding men’s experiences of domestic abuse through a feminist lens.

· Dobash & Dobash (1992) – women and men perpetrate roughly equivalent violence against each other in relationships, at times women are culpable for perpetrating a greater amount with a higher severity.

· Gadd et al (2003) – Making sense of domestic abuse against men.

· Dobash & Dobash (2004) – Thirty years on, these statistics no longer confined to academia but now have policy and practice impacts.

· Huntley et al (2019) - Help-seeking by male victims of domestic violence and abuse
‌

History of ‘Domestic Violence’:

Erez (2002) – Domestic violence and the criminal justice system: an overview


Grady (2002) – Current policy on domestic violence: A move in the right direction or a step too far?


Websites:

· www.centreforsocialjustice.org
· https://journals.sagepub.com
· www.mankind.org.uk
· www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

· Data collected in wide study - (Westmarland et al., 2021)
· ‘What About the Men?’ A Critical Review of Men’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence – (Scott-Storey et al., 2022)
· I will attempt to utilise a questionnaire of sorts which will be aimed at work colleagues and family members in which questions relating to their thoughts and opinions on domestic violence are to be posed.
· As an ethical, legal and possibly emotional dilemma would arise from identifying and seeking genuine male victims of domestic abuse. The qualitative evidence and data, as well as personal opinions from male ‘survivors’ will also be added into the final submission.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This research will aim to seek the opinions and questionnaire feedback of a predominantly male demographic, with added insights from Independent Domestic Violence Advisers (IDVA’s) and other experts, if obtainable. 

Considerations were initially given to seeking confidential insight into experiences of domestic abuse from male victims aged between 18 and 60 years and above, but obvious ethical issues, possible data protection issues as well as the potential disclosure of unreported crime. A degree of transparency must be made known to any potential contributor to these studies prior to their participation.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All participants in the questionnaire process are to have their personal data treated with the utmost confidentiality and the results of their answers are not to be shared in a way that would cause implication of that particular person towards a particular set of answers.

Those persons asked to participate are to be informed from the outset of their prerogative to ‘opt-out’ at any point, shall be provided useful links such as the Men’s Advice Line and the ManKind initiative helpline. The participant’s anonymity must be prioritised, and any participants will also be able to gain access to the completed dissertation where their (protected) data – which will be fully collated - can also be accessed, should they wish.

Ethical approval for this study shall be sought to be granted via the University of Wales – Trinity Saint David’s ethics committee.

	TIMESCALE:

I have outlined the submission dates below for sections of my dissertation. Some parts have been omitted, such as work being released back etc. I am well aware of these however as I have them documented in a separate document and I have them noted in my personal diary. I will utilise the time in between the submission dates appropriately, taking into account whenever my PLT days will be allocated and my police/job workload notwithstanding.

Submission of proposal (1,000 words) / ethics form (500 words) – deadline 20/05/2024

< 70 days >

Submission of literature review (2,500 words) – 29/07/2024

< 42 days >

Submission of Research methodology & planning (1,000 words) – 09/09/2024

< 50 days >

Submission of analysis of results (1,000 words) – 28/10/2024

< 35 days >

Submission of findings & conclusions (1,000 words) – 02/12/2024

< 28 days >

Submission of final project (including 500 words introduction & 500-word recommendations) – 30/12/2024

< 14 days >

Results posted - 13/01/2025.

< 14 days >

Submit 1st rework – 27/01/2025 (results posted 03/02/2025).

< 21 days >

Submit 2nd rework – 17/02/2025 (results posted 24/02/2025).
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