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[bookmark: _Toc211497586]Component 1 – Research and Planning
[bookmark: _Toc211497587]Source Exploration 
The digital era has transformed education in fundamental ways. Students today have access to information and tools once unimaginable yet face novel barriers as well. To succeed, they must both seize opportunities and overcome challenges through adaptation and skill development. Frontiers. (2025). Digital learning in the 21st century: trends, challenges, and innovations in technology integration. 

The main point of why I have chosen this source because of its relevance to the topic, it talks about the topic in detail and explains in detail about the challenges students face when learning in this digital age and the tools they can access. 
I used the CRAAP test to make sure this source was credible and relevant to the topic I am writing about.

This source will help me answer the main question because it has the information that has content and context. The purpose of the source is to highlight the main facts and information for the report, and it comes from reliable source.


[bookmark: _Toc211497588]Key Challenges for Students 

Speaking at The Bett Show on 22 January 2025, Phillipson outlined how technology will be a meaningful change in education, breaking down barriers to opportunity and ensuring that every student and teacher has access to the tools they need to succeed. From selecting the right tech to integrating it effectively in the classroom, these initiatives aim to cut through costly and time-consuming processes while driving higher standards across schools. A Digital Revolution in Education: Transforming Learning for the Future
(January 29, 2025)
There is also a clear digital divide that affects students’ ability to access and afford essential technologies. Issues around digital literacy mean that not all learners begin at the same academic or technical level, which can create further barriers. As technology continues to evolve, I find students must constantly adapt to new platforms and updates. In addition, managing distractions and securing a quiet, focused environment for study can be challenging, particularly in remote or blended learning settings.

Engagement and attention span are also challenging in digital learning. Distractions, multitasking, and the absence of face-to-face interaction can reduce motivation. Keeping students involved in virtual or blended environments requires new pedagogies. 

Assessment, evaluation, and academic integrity in digital environments pose difficulties. Ensuring fair assessment and preventing cheating or plagiarism, especially online, is harder. 

Finally, privacy, security, and ethical concerns arise. Digitally stored data, online platforms, and interactions all carry risks. Students and institutions must be cautious around data handling, cybersecurity, and digital citizenship. 





[bookmark: _Toc211497589]Key Opportunity for Students
Key opportunities for students in the digital era include a wide range of resources that can be accessed globally at any level through the internet. Student's now having access to online libraries, educational platforms, and digital tools that can be used anywhere with a reliable Wi-Fi connection.
A vast selection of resources such as articles, reports, multimedia content, and interactive learning materials is readily available to support different learning needs and styles. For example, I personally find YouTube extremely valuable when I am trying to learn or teach myself something new. Its step-by-step tutorials are easy to follow and accessible at any time.
I have also used LinkedIn Learning to gain professional certifications, which has helped me expand my skills and deepen my understanding in areas relevant to my studies.





Planning My Report

I plan to focus on both the challenges and the opportunities equally because they are both a big part of my experience as a student in the digital era. I have faced issues like staying focused online and managing so many platforms at once, but at the same time I have benefited from having easy access to resources, flexible learning, and tools that genuinely help my studying. Showing both sides gives a more honest picture of what digital learning is like for me.
I want to mention tools I use day-to-day, like Office 365, online libraries, and learning platforms such as Teams or Moodle. I might also talk about things like AI study assistants, digital note-taking apps, and even simple tools like email and cloud storage, because they all play a key role in how I manage my work.
I am planning to start with a brief introduction about my own experience learning in the digital age. Then I will move into two main sections: one looking at the challenges and one exploring the opportunities. After that, I will explain how students including me can adapt and build the right skills to succeed. I will end with a conclusion that brings everything together and reflects on how digital learning shapes my own progress.
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[bookmark: _Toc211497591]Timeline for Component 2
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	01/10/2025

	Draft first section
	15/10/2025

	Complete first draft
	20/10/2025

	Final editing
	16/11/2025




	


[bookmark: _Toc211497592]Component 2 – Answering the Question 
[bookmark: _Toc211497593]Introduction  
The digital era has completely changed how I learn, giving me instant access to information, online tools, and new ways to connect with others. As a student, I find this exciting because it makes learning more flexible and creative. But it also comes with challenges, like staying focused, managing constant information, and looking after my wellbeing in such a busy online world.
 
In this report, I will explore the main opportunities and challenges I face as modern student. I will look at how tools like AI can support my learning and help me build new skills, while also recognising issues such as the digital divide and the need for strong self-discipline. By understanding both the benefits and the difficulties, I hope to strengthen my digital literacy and develop the confidence I need to succeed in today’s fast-moving digital environment.



[bookmark: _Toc211497594]Challenges Students Face
Staying focused in an online environment
One challenge I often face is staying focused when most of my learning takes place online. With constant notifications, multiple tabs open, and the temptation to multitask, it can be difficult to maintain full concentration. Without a structured classroom environment, I sometimes find it harder to stay motivated and manage my time effectively.

Keeping up with fast-changing technology
Another challenge for me is keeping up with how quickly digital tools and platforms change. Latest updates, features, and systems are introduced all the time, and it can feel overwhelming trying to stay current. Sometimes I worry that I am not using the tools to their full potential or that I am falling behind others who adapt more quickly.


[bookmark: _Toc211497595]Opportunities Digital Tools Provide 

First, digital technologies provide accessibility and flexibility. Online learning platforms, virtual lectures, open educational resources (OER), and remote libraries mean students can learn from wherever they are, and often at their own pace. This flexibility allows students with geographic, physical, or scheduling constraints to engage more fully in learning.

Second, technology supports personalised and adaptive learning. Tools using artificial intelligence (AI) can assess individual ability and learning style, adjusting difficulty, or pacing accordingly. This means students who are ahead or behind can have customised support rather than one-size-fits-all instruction.

[bookmark: _Toc211497596]How Students Can Adapt 

To adapt successfully, students can do a few things:

Develop digital literacy: not only how to use tools, but how to find, evaluate, and use information critically. Learning to navigate reputable sources, recognising biases, and understanding ethical use of data are essential.

Cultivate self-regulation and time management: digital learning often requires more self-discipline. Setting schedules, minimising distractions, setting goals, and breaking down tasks help maintain momentum and avoid procrastination.
Seek support and continuous learning: taking advantage of training (online tutorials, workshops) in tech skills; asking peers or mentors; building a network. Also, staying current with emerging tools, platforms, and norms (e.g. remote collaboration, virtual classrooms).

Engage in active and collaborative learning: rather than passively consuming content, students can participate in forums, group work, projects, and discussions. This helps deepen understanding and maintains motivation.

In the era of digital transformation, traditional businesses face numerous challenges in adapting to the evolving landscape of technology and market dynamics. This article explores the challenges and strategies encountered by traditional businesses as they navigate the process of digital transformation. Utilizing qualitative methods such as literature review and library research, this study investigates the key factors influencing the success or failure of digital transformation initiatives in traditional business settings. The literature review reveals several challenges that traditional businesses encounter during the digital transformation process, including organizational resistance to change, lack of digital skills and expertise, legacy systems, and cultural barriers. Moreover, navigating the complexities of data management, cybersecurity threats, and regulatory compliance adds further complexity to the digital transformation journey. 

Adapting to Digital Transformation: Challenges and Strategies for Traditional Businesses
(March 2024)
Global International Journal of Innovative Research 
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed


[bookmark: _Toc211497597]Conclusion

In summary, the digital era brings both great promise and considerable challenges for students. While opportunities for flexible, personalized, global learning are abundant, barriers of access, literacy, engagement, and integrity remain. Success depends on students who are adaptable: those who build critical digital skills, manage their time and attention well, lean into collaborative learning, and care for their well-being. Coupled with supportive institutional policies, such adaptation allows students not only to survive but to thrive in a digitally driven educational landscape.
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Overview

In my report, | focused equally on both the challenges and opportunities that students
face and looked at the ways they can adapt and improve their knowledge.

My main key finding is that if we manage our time and prioritise by keeping up with the

relevant platforms, ask for help and get relevant training, then we can successfully use
these tools to our advantage.
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                      Overview In my report, I focused equally on both the challenges and opportunities that students face and looked at the ways they can adapt and improve their knowledge. My main key finding is that if we manage our time and prioritise by keeping up with the relevant platforms, ask for help and get relevant training, then we can successfully use these tools to our advantage.         
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THE RESEARCH PROCESS
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Research

| found my sources by reading articles, reports and using the
internet, such as Google and Wikipedia to find my information.

| found that choosing a credible source was hard because
there were so many | agreed with and wanted to include but
the one | chose in the end | thought was the most credible and
I related to the most.

The research did change my perspective, but in a positive way.
| guess the more | read through these articles and opinions,
my opinion changed too. | think that it is easier than | thought
to learn and access the digital learning platforms; it's just
knowing where to find them.
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        Research I found my sources by reading articles, reports and using the internet, such as Google and Wikipedia to find my information. I found that choosing a credible source was hard because there were so many I agreed with and wanted to include but the one I chose in the end I thought was the most credible and I related to the most. The research did change my perspective, but in a positive way. I guess the more I read through these articles and opinions, my opinion changed too. I think that it is easier than I thought to learn and access the digital learning platforms; it’s just knowing where to find them.
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PLANNING AND WRITING

How did you plan your report?

I planned my report by using a template to follow, and I dedicated time to each section so I could
research and plan each section

What strategies helped you with structuring or referencing?

The strategies | used were to plan and dedicate time to each section so that | was fully prepared
and made  notes, and choose my sources and references correctly.

What part of the writing process was the most difficult?

1found the referencing quite hard as I didn’t understand this at first, but the more I researched it
and looked at the Harvard referencing on Moodle, it helped me
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                Planning and writing How did you plan your report? I planned my report by using a template to follow, and I dedicated time to each section so I could research and plan each section. What strategies helped you with structuring or referencing? The strategies I used were to plan and dedicate time to each section so that I was fully prepared and made notes, and choose my sources and references correctly. What part of the writing process was the most difficult? I found the referencing quite hard as I didn’t understand this at first, but the more I researched it and looked at the Harvard referencing on Moodle, it helped me. PLANNING AND WRITING
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Challenges

| found the biggest challenge to be my confidence in completing this and finding all the right
information.

| overcame these challenges by doing enough research so that what | was writing felt solid and
made sense to me and whoever would be reading it.

| also completed about 10 different versions and sent these to my Tutor to give me feedback.
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          Challenges I found the biggest challenge to be my confidence in completing this and finding all the right information. I overcame these challenges by doing enough research so that what I was writing felt solid and made sense to me and whoever would be reading it. I also completed about 10 different versions and sent these to my Tutor to give me feedback.   
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| found that writing this report has helped my confidence, enhanced my knowledge and skills
in the digital world and how | will implement these into my daily life and work.

But most of all helped me to understand and learn that there are so many more opportunities
for students, including myself, to learn more about the digital era.

Hope you’ve enjoyed this PowerPoint
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               Successes I found that writing this report has helped my confidence, enhanced my knowledge and skills in the digital world and how I will implement these into my daily life and work. But most of all helped me to understand and learn that there are so many more opportunities for students, including myself, to learn more about the digital era. Hope you’ve enjoyed this PowerPoint       
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