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[bookmark: _GoBack]As a visual-type learner, today’s lecture was beneficial to me in understanding the visual literary techniques employed by Chaucer in The Canterbury Tales. I particularly found the images taken from the manuscript of The Roman de la Rose to be of great benefit to my understanding of typical characteristics in medieval texts, which will of no doubt be of great value to me as we progress through The Canterbury Tales. I never realised how clever Chaucer must have been to employ such a range of literary techniques, many of which seem so modern considering the time period in which he was writing. I discovered the definition of a “debate poem”, which I previously had never even heard of! The information about the shift in identity in the Middle Ages was fascinating to me, as I find the context that influenced Chaucer to write the Tales in such a way he did to be incredibly interesting. I have come up with a number of potential essay questions which I hope to develop and read into further as we progress through the Tales. I do find Chaucer to be a difficult read without translations, but reading aloud certainly helps, as does listening to podcasts of people reading The Canterbury Tales in the way that Chaucer intended. Words such as “eek” stumped me, but by reading aloud I found that I was able to make sense of things I otherwise found difficult when reading it through in my head. 
