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Executive Summary:

NHS is the overall healthcare system for people of UK. It was established in 1948. They consist of 4 separate entities. There have been several reforms and reform attempts in the last 70 years. Most elaborate of them was in 2012. It was named Health and Social Care Act 2012 There have been rumour from the beginning about attempts to privatize the NHS. So after opposition from many groups the government backtracked. But later they included some provisions that would allow for some privatization of the industry. For this assignment we looked at the articles and additional information for analysis and conclusion.
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2.0 Literature Review:
2.1
Question: Is privatization a better option for NHS services in UK to improve?

2.2
Article 1:
This article talks about the concerns about the alleged privatization of NHS- national health services by the government. NHS have been the staple of UK health system for almost 70 years. For the longest time it has been mostly run by government. But recently government took some step to make some part of it privatized. It was done despite repeated promises by the government that they would not do so.  Britain's leading medical body the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges expressed concern about the government’s effort. In 2011 then prime minister David Cameron stopped parts of the proposed reform of NHS. But in 2012 that reform passed anyway. That angered important organization in healthcare sector such as the aforementioned organization. The organization head Terence Stephenson says some of the regulation will strengthen the positon of privet industry which will decline doctor quality and patient care. These outcries by many of nations leading medical professionals prompted shadow health minister Andy Burnham to call on the government to repeal the regulations. Even Dr. Michael Dixon who was one of the early planners of the bill thinks this provisions would be counterproductive.

Article 2:
This article discuss the potential impact of the new health care bill proposed by Andrew Lansley on the long standing practices of NHS. According to observers it will mix the profit seeking properties of a privet organization in NHS structure. In face of opposition from stakeholders and experts about the bill, the government left out some key provisions. But the fears of privatization have been reignited due to the revelation of section 75 and the associated statutory instruments (SI 257 regulations). This provisions will make tendering compulsory for clinical commissioning groups (CCGs). Many professional and political figures have vehemently opposed the bill. New regulation will increase competition. Many fear they will decrease the quality of care because the privet entities will charge more without providing less. So many fear this bill will prove to be a death nail for the fundamental nature of NHS since its founding. As most people of the country oppose the bill, it also fundamentally undermines the democratic will of people. 



Article 3:
This article discusses the patient care aspect of health care, which have been somewhat ignored. In an important report by Robert Francis QC urges the stuff to give its utmost attention to the people they are caring for. NHS is one of the largest employer in the world. it has almost 1.5 million stuff. Almost 100000 stuff gave their opinion on this survey. There are some key finding from the survey. One of those is the unresponsiveness of the supervisors to the feedback from their underling. An alarming 76% mention that their supervisors do not take their recommendation about caring the patient to the heart. But at the same time the stuff seems to be generally happy about the care quality of the NHS system. They said they would like for their friends and family to receive care in NHS facilities. The survey shows in general the stuff genuinely cares about the patient. They also want to give better care to the patient. It also shows there are places where improvement can be made. 

Article 4:
In a 2012 bill the government have essentially privateered important parts of NHS. Many groups, both political and medical professionals have voiced their oppositions. In this article the author points out that when drafting the bill, no, one thought to consult the most important stakeholders, the patients. In this article several physicians and medical professional voice their opinions about the fact. They mention that patient will suffer the most under the new provisions. NHS have always had patient care as their core activity. Many fear that would change now. They think profit would be the primary motive of medical professionals. The article mentions specific cases that this bill could have a significantly bad impact. Privet business in every sector have only one motive, they seek profit. There is no reason that would not be the case in health sector.

Other sources:
NHS is one of the largest programs of the British government. In 2017 UK government spend more than 120 billion pounds on this program. Although healthcare is generally under government control in western Europe, it is different in USA. Many speculate the advocates for increasing privatization and completion got their inspiration from the US system. But it should be kept in mind that even in USA the government run programs are more popular and cost effective. In UK the spending and the number of stuff in NHS is also increasing despite the government’s effort to curtail the government support in health care. It also might mean that government had to listen to all those pressure groups after all. UK people generally like the program. Almost 7 in 10 people have a favorable opinion. Also in terms of comparable European services, NHS fares very well. In contrast support for privatization activity is very low according to many reports and several studies. 




3.0 Methodology:
In this assignment we were provided some articles and a topic. We collected information based on those articles. We found information from various sources. 
Primary data: Unfortunately, in this assignment we could not use a lot of primary data. 
Secondary data: Almost all our information came from secondary sources. We relied on the articles whose links were provided in the assignment. To further strengthen our research, we took relevant information from various other sources. All of them are listed below.


























4.0 Findings and Analysis 

Our main statement is privatization would improve the performance of NHS. Now we analyze the opinions for and against that.
Arguments for the statement:
1. Generally better competition lead to better products or services. For example, in communist countries the manufactured products were of generally bad quality than their capitalist counterparts. 
2. There is more accountability in privet companies. Shareholders can demand change in management if they are not performing well. In government the change does not come as easy and the accountability process is rather complicated.
3. Every year the cost of NHS is increasing. In a time of economic stagnation, government is having huge problem funding this program. Government wants to lessen some of its burden by giving privet sector some responsibility of healthcare.
4. After working under the same system for decades, we can see if some change can work in the system.
5. It would likely decrease some tax burden from the people.

Argument against the statement:
1. Healthcare is a basic human necessity. It is wrong to consider it as any other product or service.
2. The experience of USA shows privet sector is not efficient at cutting cost. They in fact increase cost of health care. 
3. All over Europe governments are doing a pretty good job providing health care to its population. On the other hand, USA has a larger presence of privet sector in health care. But the overall quality and accessibility of healthcare is very poor there. 
4. contrary to what some people believe, the privet sector is not very good at minimizing cost. In USA people pay twice as much as in healthcare than UK. 
5. A big concern in a privatized care system is the continuation of care. The privet companies would not care for the illness that the insurance do not cover. They would also cease caring for the patient who have gone bankrupt. 
6. Government healthcare scheme worked for 7 decades in UK. We do not have to fix what is not broken. 






5.0 Conclusion and Limitations

There are cogent arguments on both sides. But the larger percentage of stakeholders do not support privatization of the NHS. So for the sake of democracy the government should refrain from the affords to privatize the NHS.

Limitations:
1. We did not collect much primary data.
2. Articles that were provided had some outdated information.
3. The findings would be more useful if we were provided more time.
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