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Research Question (1 sentence max.)
The attrition problem in rape cases: an analysis of the impact of rape myth acceptance on investigative decision making in adult rape cases against women in a rural police service in Wales. 
Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
Rape is a horrific sexual offence that destroys the lives of victims. The investigation and prosecution is complex, requiring the victim to relive the trauma and those involved in the investigation to act professionally, diligently and with empathy. (Ministry of Justice and Home Office, 2021). 
The volume of data and research conducted into the offence of rape is vast, yet it remains a highly debated subject of criminal law. This study will focus on one element known as rape myths, attitudes towards rape myths in rural communities, and whether these impact on the decision making of investigators. Rape myths can widely be defined as attitudes and generally false beliefs about rape that are widely and persistently held, and that serve to deny and justify male sexual aggression against women (Lonsway, Fitzgerald, 1994). At the conclusion, recommendations for further research, policy change, education or training will be considered.
Despite renewed public focus on rape in the wake of high-profile cases, such as the rape and murder of Sarah Everard (BBC, 2021), and specific legislation compelling partners to work together, (Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015) rape remains difficult to investigate. The number of successful prosecutions in rape cases compared to overall crimes recorded is extremely low and according to academic research, has been dubbed the “attrition problem” (Sinclair, 2020), which is supported by statistics released by the UK Government indicating that only 1.3% of the 63,136 rapes reported in 2021 were prosecuted (Home Office, 2022). According to the victim’s commissioner, Dame Vera Baird, (2021, p27), this figure is shameful and numerous studies, including a government led end-to-end review, have thus far failed to increase the number of successful prosecutions despite areas for improvement being commonly identified. A plethora of research into specific elements of the offence (eg suspect psychology, victim characteristics, relationship status), police investigations and the wider criminal justice system, has also resulted in many reviews, inquiries and recommendations with little success, with some suggesting that the real challenge lies within the coordination and implementation of systematic reform. The attrition rate, or the justice gap, is not a new phenomenon and is influenced by several factors, including victim engagement. 
As far back as 1982, a light was shone on Police investigations into rape through a televised documentary which shocked the nation, stimulating national conversation about the police treatment of rape complainants impacting on cases (Hovarth, Brown, 2012). Since then, it is widely considered that police investigations have improved with the introduction of specialised units, training and a professional competence and accreditation of detectives through the College of Policing (2013), but it remains to be seen if one national investigative approach is suitable to improve outcomes.
Rape investigations are further complicated by the legal framework surrounding the offence and evidence required, (eg the burden of proof of incidences rarely witnessed by a third party) with researchers concluding that rape cases are also subjected to additional scrutiny by those involved throughout the criminal justice process (Frohmann, 1991). These judgements can be influenced by rape myths, which can be defined as sub conscious beliefs about rape that serve to deny, downplay or justify sexual violence (Eyssel, Bohner, 2008). They can affect the reasoning, behaviour and beliefs of jurors, lawyers and barristers (Temkin, Krahe, 2008), and has led to calls by prominent campaigners for trial by jury in rape cases to be scrapped (Bindel, 2018). 
Rape myths are not limited to jurors or others involved in the court process, and police officers can unknowingly harbour the same biases, affecting the quality of criminal investigations that lead to up to 66% of victims withdrawing support during the investigation phase (Brown, Hamilton, O'Neill, 2007). Therefore, if police detectives are affected by unconscious beliefs, an already complex investigation could be flawed from the outset, magnifying the importance of recognising these biases, their impact on investigative decisions and witness interactions from the initial report.  
Despite underlying beliefs and attitudes, a simulated case conducted for research in 2020 found that police officer attitudes towards victims of rape could be changed through training, (McKee, Mueller-Johnson, Strang, 2020) although it falls short of determining if investigative decisions have an impact on the complainants’ support for the process, or the influence of societal attitudes on detectives.  
Better understanding of attitudes towards rape in rural policing could lead to recommendations for further training and understanding of those involved in these complex investigations, or the need for further detailed research. 
(697 words)

Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
The aim of this study is to explore whether investigative decisions within a rural policing area in Wales are affected by rape myths and the impact this may have on victims supporting the investigation. Moreover, the role that society can play in advancing the understanding of this complex crime by reducing unconscious bias through education.

Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
· Identify the extent of rape myth acceptance within a rural policing area in Wales.  
· Explore the reasons why cases have ended prematurely and whether rape myths may have impacted those decisions that lead to the outcome.
· Outline methods to further understand rape myths within police investigations and barriers to overcome them.
· Recommend options to improve societal and police understanding of rape by dispelling rape myths through training and policy.

Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
Rape myths have been widely researched across the world, resulting in a significant amount of secondary qualitative data available in books, journals, articles, training manuals, government publications and legislation. This study will incorporate a critical evaluation of a range of those documents and will be supported by quantitative data to contextualise the extent of the issue being researched, for example, the volume of rape offences reported compared with court trials commenced and completed. This could include data available publicly from the British Crime Survey of England and Wales, performance data from the Crown Prosecution Service, crime recording data from police forces and data from third sector partners who work with victims of rape. The study will also be supported by use of internet research primarily through Google Scholar and the UWTSD library online function. Key searches will include, but not limited to: Rape, rape myths (and acceptance), rape attrition, sexual violence, rural communities, gender bias, police investigations, victim satisfaction, violence against women.

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
Primary data to assess attitudes towards rape and rape myth acceptance will be obtained through questionnaires and interviews with volunteer police officers who are professionally involved with rape investigations. The research will aim to engage with 30 individuals through questionaries which will be analysed.
Surveys will be electronic through Survey Monkey, a well-established service provider and based on a Semantic Scalar, considered most suitable for capturing attitudes.

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
Rape can be traumatic to discuss or recall. Due to the impact on victims, no victims will be pro-actively approached to discuss their experiences. 
Personal data held on rape offences is extremely sensitive and will not be collated. 
Individuals approached to complete questionnaires will be professional investigators, all participation will be completely voluntary with full knowledge of the aims and objectives of the study.

Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
The collated data will be analysed to identify specific trends in understanding rape myths, attitudes towards rape and professional opinions regarding the impact of rape myth acceptance. All data will be collated and securely stored. No personal data will be obtained or retained if inadvertently obtained.
(477 words)	




Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.
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Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
Rape is a horrific crime that captures public attention and ruins the lives of victims. Despite this, conviction rates are extremely low, and several gaps apparently exist within operational policing in response to it. What is not so clear, is whether there is a link between social attitudes within rural communities, where there is a greater acceptance of gender bias, and rape investigations. 
This study will seek to assess this issue by reviewing literature already published in this topic and reaching out to those involved with investigating rape offences against adult females within rural Wales. Attitudes towards rape myth and rape myth acceptance will be assessed by analysing the questionnaires.  Furthermore, interviews with investigators may shed more light on the subject and identify wider barriers in rape investigations. 
The expected outcomes are that the researcher will identify a range of acceptance to rape myths in different areas of demographics, and where rape myth acceptance has impacted on investigations throughout the criminal justice system. Any areas of improvement in response to rape investigations can be fed back into the training environment or policy department if changes are required. 
(207words)
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