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	Aims and Objectives:
· Analyze/discuss versions and interpretations of metaphysical naturalism to reduce ambiguity and gain a better/clearer understanding of its core concepts

· Contrast and explain various forms of metaphysical naturalism

· Address the question of how the position of scientific realism and metaphysical naturalism are connected

· Establish a plausible means of defending scientific realism
· Address the question of whether scientific realism supports the position of metaphysical naturalism to a greater degree than non-natural metaphysical positions
· Address the question of whether non-reductive or reductive physicalism (or some other construal of physicalism) is the most plausible version of metaphysical naturalism as informed by scientific realism
· Establish a plausible means of defending a physicalist construal of metaphysical naturalism


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

My dissertation will assess the relationship between scientific realism, metaphysical naturalism, and physicalism.  Generally, I will analyse two primary positions: 

(1) The plausibility (or justification) of metaphysical naturalism is largely contingent upon the plausibility (or justification) of scientific realism.
(2) A physicalist version of metaphysical naturalism is more consistent with scientific realism than a non-physicalist version.   
Position (1)

To that end, I will first defend scientific realism (i.e., the existents posited by science are the most tenable constituents of reality) given the success of science.  Second, I will identify the core concepts of metaphysical naturalism through review of various sources, and then explain how these concepts are linked to and derived from scientific realism, especially the concept of non-mental ontology (i.e., the fundamental existents of reality consists of that which is non-mental).  The main approach to justification revolves around the findings of science concerning causal origins: that which exists is ultimately traceable to non-mental causes.  
Position (2)

Third, I will explore and contrast physicalist versus non-physicalist versions of metaphysical naturalism and contend that physicalism is the best explanation of reality per scientific realism.  Fourth, I will explore and contrast reductive versus non-reductive forms of physicalism and address the question of which form more effectively supports the existence of abstract entities (e.g., numbers, normative properties, etc. . .) and certain mental phenomena (e.g., subjective experience or qualia)—or more generally, things that seem to possess non-physical features.
The main approach to justification regarding both positions includes arguments that employ inductive reason:  
(a) Existential Origins: Thus far, the origin of existents verified by science are ultimately traceable to non-mental causes; therefore, everything that exists (or the entire framework of reality) is probably grounded upon non-mental causation. 
(b) Mechanics of Causation: Thus far, scientific findings indicate that the overwhelming majority of events (i.e., regular patterns of interaction among existents) are caused by the physical shape/structure of the existents, amounting to laws of nature.  Therefore, reality (i.e., the totality of events) is probably determined by the mechanics of physical causation. 
(c) Sufficiency of Physical Causation: Thus far, the existents and events verified by science are sufficiently caused by purely physical mechanics, such that nothing over and above the physical is required to account for them. Probably, then, physical causation is adequate to understand reality (i.e., the totality of existents and events), without ever appealing to non-physical existents.  
Accordingly, I anticipate the following order of subtitles: 
· What is Scientific Realism?
· A Defense of Scientific Realism

· What is Metaphysical Naturalism?

· Scientific Realism leads to Metaphysical Naturalism

· What is Physicalism?  

· Scientific Realism leads to a Physicalist Version of Metaphysical Naturalism

· What are the differences between Reductive and Non-reductive Physicalism?

· Existents that seem non-physical are more Intelligible per Non-reductive Physicalism
Note that the above proposal is tentative and provisional; in that, further research and reflection may beget substantial modifications.  
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