Megadorus sees his neighbour Euclio. Euclio is going away from the Forum. He is worried. The mind of Euclio, because he does not see his gold, is at home, while Euclio himself is outside. Megadorus ingratiatingly greets Euclio, a rich man to a pauper. However, Euclio is afraid, because Megadorus is a rich man. It is clear. Megadorus wants Euclio’s treasure. He is not doubtful. Euclio goes to his house, sees the gold, and is well. Therefore, he leaves the house. Megadorus asks for the daughter of Euclio as his wife. Euclio promises his daughter, but without a dowry. For he is a pauper. Therefore, he has no dowry. Megadorus does not want a dowry. He is good and rich enough. The marriage rites are today. Megadorus calls a cook in the house. Staphyla is afraid because Phaedra is pregnant with Lyconides’ child. Megadorus leads his pregnant wife into the house. It is bad.

Megadorus wants to do the marriage rites. Therefore, he calls many cooks to the house. The work of the cooks’ is to cook a large dinner. Megadorus leads his wife Phaedra, daughter of Euclio, into the house. But the cooks have the poor and sad man, Euclio. For he wants to lose nothing. He places a large sack, when he wants to sleep, on his mouth. Thus, he does not lose his breath while he sleeps. At the barber’s, he collects all his nail clippings and takes them home because he wants to lose nothing. He does not want to give water or fire because he is afraid to lose. He is a gloomy man. Therefore, the cooks want to enter the house of Megadorus, a rich and easy man. However, there is much danger in Megadorus’ house, large silver vases, many garments, and much gold. If the slaves lose those, they will seize the cooks and think them thieves. At the house of Euclio, the cooks are safe. For taking away silver vases from the house of Euclio is not easy, because he has none!
