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INTRODUCTION: This debate support paper, supports the motion which says that, the use of technology is not necessary for the elderly UK population or an older person’s life.
The topic of the debate was: ‘Is the use of technology necessary for the elderly UK population or an older person’s life’?
My group standpoint on the topic is ‘The use of technology is not necessary for the elderly UK population or an older person’s life 
 Before this support paper will go ahead to present its reasons and points, for its side of the argument, it will be necessary to give some clarifications and definitions of some key words involved in the topic.
 These key words include: Technology; Elderly or old age; UK population. 
What is Technology? According to Merriam Webster dictionary reviewed in the year 2022, technology is defined as ‘the application of knowledge especially in a particular area’. Merriam Webster (2022).
It did not stop there, Oxford Language Dictionary in their publication reviewed in 2022 went a step further by defining Technology as ‘the application of a scientific knowledge for a practical purpose especially in the industry’. Oxford Language Dictionary (2022). 
What are the other words or synonyms for the word Technology? According to Aging IN Place (2022), other words synonymous to technology are: Automation, Computers, Machinery, Mechanics, Mechanization, Robotics and Applied Science. Aging In Place (2022). 
Who is Elderly person (old age)? There is no universal agreed definition of an old age, but according to western culture which UK is part of, anyone 65 years of age or above is referred as an old person. Though biologically people can age at different rates. NHS (2020).
Elderly UK population: Statistically, over 11 million people representing 18.6% are aged 65 and above in UK according to the office for national statistics in their 2021 publication. ONS (2021).


Having established these facts about the meaning of technology as defined by Oxford Language Dictionary in relation to it’s application in the industry, and noting the other words used in place of technology and the population of the elderly in the UK, it has become apparently clear that it will not be useful for an elderly UK population or older person who supposed to be taking rest and pension after previous years of hard work to come back to the industry to take-0ver or compete for jobs with the youths for the use of Technology again, hence the use of Technology is not necessary for the elderly UK population or older Person’s life. 
The other views or points on the debate by my group or the opposers: There were other strong views raised by the members of the opposing team which include: 
Physical limitation of the Elderly
Not Keeping up with the change 
Difficulty in understanding the functionalities  
Overwhelming information and need for consistence assistance
Reflection of the information in the main points provided by the opposing group
Physical limitation: under this point, my co-debaters were able to foster that manual dexterity and visual impairments pose impediments in the use of technology by the elderly UK population and older person, hence it is not necessary.
Keeping up with the change: Seeing that technology is fast evolving and rapidly becoming a fashion, the changes especially in some of the interfaces are posing difficult challenges to the elderly population in UK and older person’s life therefore, there use are not necessary.
Understanding the functionalities: The knowledge of the functionalities of these contemporary technologies are study-intensive and challenging, since the elderly are not prepared for these challenges, their use, are not necessary.        
[bookmark: _Hlk119273351]Overwhelming information and need for consistence assistance: Coding and decoding the technological information requires assistance and these assistances are cost effective the elderly are not financially buoyant for that, hence their use are not necessary.             
Other views from the proposing side of the debate
Though the opposing side of the debate were really vibrant in their points, the proposing side, affirms that the use of technology by the Elderly UK population and older person’s life is necessary because it facilitates: Information dissemination, Communication, it brings improvement in the health industry, Reduces stress and Reduces loneliness. 
 Statistics on the ageing UK population relevant to my debate topic
According to office of national statistics (ONS) in their 2016 publication, 4.2 million people 65 years and above have not used internet as a technology. Twenty-six per cent of those 65 to 74 do not regularly use internet. ONS (2016). 
Exploration of current government support or service in place to support the UK elderly population 
The government has currently in several ways provided supports and services for the UK elderly population. Quotes.co.uk (2022). These include: Energy Benefits, Income benefits, Carer benefits, NHS Benefits, Transport Benefits, Bereavement Benefits, Council Tax Reduction, Housing Benefits, Universal Credit, Support for Mortgage Interest, Christmas Bonus, Free Prescriptions, Free Dental Treatment, Free Eye Tests and Optical vouchers, Winter Fuel Payment, Blue Badge. For the sake of word count this support paper will not go into detailed explanation of these benefits. 
Exploration of the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the older person and relevant services
The impact of covid-19 pandemic on the daily lives and activities of individual has cause immeasurable effects especially in the lives of the older person. The death rate was over 80% this is according to National Centre for health statistics (2020). The notorious lockdown and other preventive measures have separated the elderly the more. Though these measures are necessary but they have impacted the older person negatively psychologically, physically and socially.
The provision of services such as Technology was considered a way out of the menace offering the older person digital alternatives. But the older person did not see the minimal benefits of this digital solution, Shankar A. et al (2015). This was as a result of lack of access to, skills to harness the technology due to ‘age divide’. These resulted in loneliness, depression and other mental health issues for the older person.
Conclusion: Having stated the standpoint of the debate, taken into account the other views raised by both affirmative and the opposing member and reflected on them, brought into view the statistics of the ageing elderly UK population, explored the current government support and the impact of covid-19, this supporting paper submits that ‘the use of technology is not necessary for the elderly UK population and older person’s life. 
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