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[bookmark: _Toc23774195]Vision of Success
In my opinion, success as a student would be enabling myself to become a connectionist teacher by being able to plan my lessons around connections between ideas. I believe that students learn core skills through modelling, problem solving and investigations therefore I will use these techniques when teaching in a classroom. Success as a student would also involve improving my confidence generally in order to make teaching more comfortable for me as I gain more experience. It would furthermore involve developing my own subject knowledge of the main parts of the new curriculum for me to have a deep understanding of what I will be expected to teach when I graduate. Success as a teacher would be that each of my pupils look forward to coming to school and that each of them has a positive experience in my classroom. I will achieve this by ensuring I create an inclusive environment in which we strive to help one another to learn and grow throughout the school year in a nurturing atmosphere. Success as a teacher would also include being able to confidently conduct my own research into teaching methods that have been proven to enhance learning and enabling myself to adapt these concepts into my own teaching. Furthermore, it would involve being able to understand the ways in which children think and learn which I will achieve by learning more about pedagogy and the psychological development of children. This will allow me to have my own theories of what learning is and how it happens.
(Topdrawer.aamt.edu.au, 2019)









[bookmark: _Toc23774196][image: ]Digital Mind-map

(UWTSD, 2019)
(Hwb.uwtsd.ac.uk, 2019)
(Uwtsd.myday.cloud, 2019)
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[bookmark: _Toc23774198]Portfolio Task 2 – Developing Critical Thinking
Critical thinking is a complex process of deliberation which involves a range of skills and attitudes. There are many benefits of people improving their critical thinking skills especially student teachers as it enhances the accuracy and the relevance of the topics they teach. It is also important for students to develop their critical thinking skills. However, many come across barriers that disable them from enhancing their critical thinking skills. It is therefore important for people to identify the barriers that affect them and that they learn to overcome them to overall develop their critical thinking skills. (2011-2019, 2019)
Critical thinking involves identifying other people’s positions and seeing the argument from other perspectives. It also includes drawing conclusions about whether the argument given is valid and justifiable as well as asking yourself if the argument is based on good evidence and sensible assumptions. The benefits of learning how to think critically is that it enables people to improve their attention and observation skills as they are expected to focus on the details of an argument. It also allows them to take part in more focused reading as well as giving them more knowledge as to how to get their point across more effectively. (Regan, 2019)
Developing critical thinking skills is crucial when studying to become a teacher as it can allow the teacher to create more accurate and specific lesson plans which therefore will prevent them teaching irrelevant information to the children. It is also important for a teacher to be good at reasoning, which is a skill learnt through critical thinking. This could particularly be beneficial when reasoning with parents and guardians of the children in the class as incidents do occur in schools which the teacher sometimes cannot control. (Sharples et al., 2019)
As a student it is important to develop critical thinking skills as students are expected to find out where the best evidence lies for the subject being discussed, for example whether to search for evidence in the form of reports or databases. It is also important for students to evaluate the strength of the evidence being used to support different arguments by looking at the reliability of the source as well as looking at if it is biased or not. (Helliwell, 2019)
However, people can come across barriers that stop them improving their own critical thinking skills. For example, a common barrier that people come across is misunderstanding what is meant by criticism as many people associate this word with negativity. By being able to understand that critical evaluation identifies positive as well as negative aspects people can begin to overcome this barrier. Many people also avoid making critical comments due to the fear of causing animosity and being rude and therefore if more people are educated on the positive aspects of critical thinking then this barrier can also be overcome. (Psychology Today, 2019)
In conclusion, there are many benefits of improving critical thinking skills for both students and for teachers and it is crucial to overcome the barriers that people come across when developing their critical thinking skills in order for them to improve and grow as members of society.
[bookmark: _Toc23774199]Portfolio Task 3 – Developing Critical Writing
Education in Wales is changing for the better as the government is introducing a new curriculum which focuses on six areas of learning. This includes Expressive Arts, Health & Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy & Communication, Mathematics & Numeracy and Science & Technology. The welsh government has taken the best ideas from around the world to shape the new curriculum that is soon to be used in Wales and I support the idea that the new curriculum is aiming to allow children to enjoy learning as well as develop skills, knowledge and emotional resilience which is crucial for adolescence and adulthood.  (GOV.WALES, 2019)
The new curriculum will also be focusing on four main purposes in order to enhance learning. One of these purposes is to encourage ambitious, capable learners and in my opinion,  this will only be achieved if the children have a high self-esteem and it is the teacher’s responsibility to recognise each child’s self-worth and to focus on the child’s abilities, not inabilities in order to help a child maintain high self-esteem. If children are in an environment where their self-esteem is good and they have self-confidence, they will feel engaged with that environment. (MacBlain, 2014)
Another purpose the new curriculum will be focusing on is enterprising, creative contributors. I believe that this purpose is important to allow teachers to focus on helping children express their ideas and emotions, however this idea should be focused on in the homes of the learners as well as the classroom and it is the parents and guardians of the children that should be engaging in creative activities with them as this allows the teacher to focus on the academic part of the curriculum when in school. (BBC News, 2019)
From conducting research, it is clear to me that although there will be many benefits of the new curriculum, people believe it will have a negative effect on pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds. This is implied through the statistic “2/3 of teachers at schools that have trialled Wales’ new curriculum feel it will not benefit poorer pupils”. I disagree with this as the new curriculum will be broad, therefore allowing each child to strive in their own areas of learning. It will also be balanced and inclusive, enabling every child to be challenged in the classroom to ensure each child reaches their full potential, whether they are from a disadvantaged background or not. (Donaldson, 2017, p. 8-10)
In conclusion, I believe that the six areas of learning and the four main purposes of the new curriculum will prove beneficial within primary schools as the framework and structure allows teachers to offer an education that is inclusive and thought-provoking, stretches and challenges children to allow them to emerge as confident members of society with a broad range of opportunities as they develop as individuals. The new curriculum has added digital competency to the main areas of learning, alongside numeracy and literacy and I fully agree that this will benefit children as technology continues to develop, particularly in education. (Anon, 2019)
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