Methodology 

Introduction

This dissertation's previous chapter examined the literature already in existence on vigilante activities and how the public views them. This chapter will explain how the study will be carried out.

Creswell and Plano Clark (2011) define methodology as:

“The philosophical  framework and the fundamental assumptions of research” (Creswell and Plano Clark, 2011)

This view is supported by Evans, Gruba and Zobel (2014) who argue that methodology provides a debate as to the philosophical basis of knowledge and how our perspective of knowing is informed (Evans, Gruba and Zobel, 2014). In relation to actual research methods it is agreed upon by most researchers that research methods are a range of methods that are employed for varying forms of inquiry (Evans, Gruba and Zobel, 2014; Walliman, 2011, pp.7–8). 

Primary v Secondary Research

First-hand information obtained by the researcher themselves is referred to as primary data. It is often real-time information that may be gathered by a variety of techniques, such as surveys, observations, and interviews. This method of gathering primary data is used since it will be tailored to the needs of the researcher (Bryman, 2016). Secondary data can originate from a variety of sources, such as journals, papers, and publications, and is information that has already been gathered and evaluated in the past. Although the material might not be specifically tailored to the researcher's needs, it might nonetheless relate to the topic of their study (Walliman, 2011).


As previously discussed in the literature review it was noted that there is a notable dearth of recent academic studies and research on the public's perception of vigilante activities and the potential support of such acts. Due to the lack of current research available primary research will be conducted in order to bridge the gap in the existing literature that is already available and gain a further knowledge on the public’s perceptions of vigilantes. 

Research Onion 

The research onion framework, which Saunders et al. (2012) proposed (Figure 1), illustrates the numerous elements of research that must be considered and addressed in order to develop a strong research design, it assists researchers by acting as a step-by-step guide that is required to establish a research methodology.
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Figure 2 The research ‘onion’  (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012)



Research Philosophy

The outer layer describes the approach or style a researcher may adopt when working on a topic and any preconceived notions the author of the research may have towards a certain topic of study (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012).

interpretivism concentrates on the specifics of the issue and the reality behind it. It enables people to comprehend how they think and act, as well as that of others(Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012).. Using the interpretative method, according to Bryman (2016), may aid in acquiring a deeper knowledge of a culture and offer justifications for why things occur. This study will be using the interpretivism philosophy as a variety of answers could arise and the study requires the opinions of the general public and their perception of Vigilantes and their acts.


Research Approach 

The inductive method and the deductive approach are the two "Research Approaches" that are most frequently utilised in academic writing(Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012)..

The deductive approach starts with developing a theory or hypothesis, research is then conducted to test this theory. As opposed to induction, which starts with the collection of data and a theory is developed as a result of the data analysis (Bryman, 2016). 

This study employs a "inductive" technique with the goal of gathering information to create a theory concerning the way the public view vigilante acts.

Methodological choice

Quantitative research is used to validate or put to the test beliefs and presumptions. A topic's generalizable facts can be established through this kind of study. Experiments, observations that are measurable, and surveys with closed-ended questions are examples of common quantitative procedures. (Walliman, 2008). Whereas qualitative research is employed to comprehend ideas, perceptions, or experiences. One can gain extensive knowledge on poorly understood subjects through this kind of study. Typical qualitative techniques include open-ended interview questions, verbal descriptions of observations, and literature studies that examine ideas and theories (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012).
Research using mixed methodologies involves gathering and analysing both quantitative and qualitative data for the same question (Bergman, 2009). This strategy makes an effort to ease the conflicts between quantitative and qualitative research (Teddie and Tashakkori, 2009). According to Teddie and Tashakkori, this method enables a researcher to be led by their own question without being constrained by it. It enables a researcher to carry out their whole investigation and employ whatever strategy would best address their question (Teddie and Tashakkori, 2009).

A mixed method approach will be used for this study project. This will enable the research to take into account perspectives of the public on the subject of vigilantes acts as qualitative data while also gaining views on if the public are supportive of these acts as quantitative data.  As a conclusion, the proposed research should offer a stronger foundation on which to address the stated goals and objectives.
Strategy 
The researchers' selected approach is to use Survey Monkey to produce a survey that will then be made available to members of the public online via links and through social media websites. By creating this survey and keeping it anonymous, respondents are able to provide more honest and accurate answers to the questions which adds to the reliability of the data received by the researcher. Due to the quantity of data needed for this study, this method is the most straightforward way to make sure there are enough participants because it is both cost-effective and efficient (Vaus, 2014).
Ethical consideration
All participants will be fully informed of the study's purpose and have the option to withdraw at any time. Participation is completely voluntary with the option to withdraw at any time. To ensure that no personal information is gathered or stored and that no individuals or locations can be identified, all information submitted will be anonymized, with all personal data removed. 

Time Horizon
Cross-sectional studies and longitudinal studies are two distinct categories of study design. A cross-sectional study gathers data from a population at a single moment in time; a longitudinal research gathers data over an extensive time frame from the same sample (Derriman et al., 2008).
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