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[bookmark: _Toc85725096]Introduction
Learning is the process of acquiring new information, knowledge, procedures, behaviour, skills, values, and preferences; people learn from others, society, the environment, social gatherings, and institutes through different processes. This report will be focusing on the two types of learning types blending which is a mixture of traditional and technological-based and another one is traditional learning which involves a series of lectures by the teacher and the practice of writing on the topic (Lechosław and Ethan, 2017). However, the positive and negative sides of these two types of learning will be discussed and critically evaluated.


[bookmark: _Toc85725097]Blended Learning
Blended learning, also known as hybrid learning where technology and digital media are used with the traditional classroom lecture, gives the students the more customised and effective choice to learn (VanDerLinden, 2017). Blended learning is the combination of online courses and face-to-face learning activities which is interdependent; both parties need to be present physically even if it is an online class and take the opportunities of interacting and online educational materials (Winterburn, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc85725098]Pros 
Through the advancement of the digital media platform for e-books, simulation, conferencing, e-learning; by combining aspects of online and in-person methodologies blended learning has been proved as an effective approach teaching method (Wu and Pu, 2020). Some pros of blended learning are given below:
Providing a Safer Environment: based on the recent context of the pandemic issue, students have been attending online classes and very few universities require in-person attendance (Parka, 2021). Both the teachers and students can practice realistically social distancing in this context; killing two birds in one stone; learning and maintaining social distance and staying healthy at the same time.
Increasing Student Engagement: some students are not comfortable sharing their points of view in person so, they get an opportunity to be able to express their thoughts and feelings in online classes and the teachers can make it happen by using digital media platforms for a fun, interesting, and engaging environment (O'Leary and Giove, 2016).
Having More Power over Learning: students can learn and look over for educational materials from any place where the internet connection is available; it gives the students more power over their learning process (Piskurich, 2019). The teacher and students can work out a schedule that works for both; both day and night time are available to learn in the blended learning method.


Efficient Use of Time: through the advancement of technology many of the offline tasks like printing out the notes, taking attendances, grading systems have become easier to do by using technology; the lesser time needed for these tasks so, the teacher can make the best use of the time of the limited class (Fung and Zimmermann, 2021).
Giving Access to More Students: distance learning can happen in this method. People from all over the world can get access to certain classes which they think will be good for them (Elkeles, Pullman, and Phillips, 2019). the flexible time and attendance in the classes from the comfort of their own home make the students attentive to the class and the attendance rate of the students can increase at this rate.
Online Resource Materials: students and teachers both can use different data, articles, research studies to broaden their knowledge and enlarge their thought processes (Wu and Pu, 2020). Both the students and teachers don’t need to wait for the availability of books in the library for a limited time; they can look for the online available copy and go on with that.


[bookmark: _Toc85725099]Cons
As with the different types of methods and learning processes and their advantages, there are some downsides to blended learning (Winterburn, 2021). Some of the drawbacks of blended learning are given:
Resource Accessing: a blended learning model makes sure students can use online study materials outside of the classroom but every learner does not have equal access to the resources which can make online learning great for some students and turns out as a disadvantage (Wu and Pu, 2020).
Lack of Direct Contact: though technological advances are making learning easier but every student does not have the same ability or skill to use the technology for betterment; so, it is sometimes impossible to find a solution to any problem by themselves (VanDerLinden, 2017).
Unavailability of Infrastructure and skills: the resources, skills of using technological devices, the budget might be limited or not enough to make the online learning effective (Abrams, 2016). Professional development and formal instructions are needed to support the blending learning.
Time Constraints: it might get harder to implement blending learning as it needs training for both students and teachers regarding the effective uses of online tools, setup logistics, proficiency in online resources and materials; setting up a blending learning can be time and resource constraints (Al-Qahtani and Higgins, 2018).
Lack of Focus: students can get distracted when they attend classes from home because every home does not have a study environment or to make a one is a hassle (Chaeruman, 2019). However, students can be exposed to a lot of factors that can make them easily inattentive during the class.


[bookmark: _Toc85725100]Traditional Classroom Learning in Higher Education
Typical face-to-face learning interaction happens in the presence of both parties; teachers and students in a physical location like a university campus. In this kind of learning process, teachers give lectures to the students and provide instructions and make them follow the rules and regulations (Liam, 2020). Students are expected to practice their learning from the classroom by gathering knowledge outside of the classroom by exercising lessons.
[bookmark: _Toc85725101]Pros
A traditional classroom involves and maintains the standard of the lectures prepared by the teachers which will be given to the students and after covering a syllabus, students will get to evaluate themselves by taking part in the examination (Parka, 2021). The advantages are given below:
Interaction: face-to-face interaction with the teachers and other students make the classroom environment an effective place to learn, practice (Baker and Jeske, 2018). It also encourages and makes the students prepare for the competition outside of the classroom and instructs how to win the battle; however, interacting with students also improves their communication and public speaking skills (Abrams, 2016).
Direct Learning: classroom learning helps to have direct contact with the teacher; if the students face any problem regarding their lectures, they can directly ask questions about it as well as they can give their opinions and make the topic clear (Al-Qahtani and Higgins, 2018).
Disciplined Manner: the time, the place is constant in traditional learning; the students must make a schedule to attend the class and this planning makes their life easier (Kelmendi, 2019). The individuals can be better disciplined, follow a regular schedule, improve their physical and mental fitness by being in a regular study session.
Increasing Attentiveness: the classroom has an environment where the seating arrangements are made, there are materials regarding the study, and have a silent surrounding with the people who share the same goal; this kind of environment encourages the students to pay attention to the lecture and be attentive to the study (O'Leary and Giove, 2016).

Learn to Work Under Pressures: students learn to work in a limited time and with the constraints of resources (Parka, 2021). Effective work means to have limited time and resources but the work is done near perfectly with these short facilities; traditional learning prepares the students to work in real and professional life.
[bookmark: _Toc85725102]Cons
Traditional learning comes with some disadvantages too; even if it has some disadvantages yet it has popularity all over the world because of its effectiveness and a greater number of pros (Liam, 2020).
Additional Costs: traditional learning requires a place for holding classes, equipment, accommodation, seat planning, and other resources which costs can be higher, and maintenance of the facilities will add extra money (Kelmendi, 2019).
No Flexibility: because students must attend the classes physically, this requires no extracurricular other works besides the classes; the other schedules must be set up based on the classes (Abrams, 2016).
Unsuitable for Introverts: students feel pressurised by the authority to answer questions or take part in the discussions; though some students have a greater knowledge they tend to fear to speak up and share their thoughts critically (Baker and Jeske, 2018). They think that they might get criticised by the people and this kind of fear prevents them from adding something valuable.
Narrow Interactions: online classes give a great opportunity to connect and communicate with different types of people sharing knowledge but in traditional classes, students who are far from the facility cannot take part and the interaction opportunities get narrower (O'Leary and Giove, 2016).




[bookmark: _Toc85725103]Evaluation of Blended and Traditional Learning
Higher education has been moving forward with the help of the online learning process and available e-resources on the other hand classroom methods were significantly rated based on engagement, content, interaction, development of interpersonal skills, and communication (Abrams, 2016). Technical and technological skills are more needed to conduct an online course in which a student can attend and achieve a higher degree from any corner of the world (Elkeles, Pullman, and Phillips, 2019). However, the research on these two types of learning has been conducted several times but, there are not so many significant differences between them while comparing the critical thinking process and time allotment for the reports or research. 
Before the pandemic began, it was hard to think about everything going online even the education system. Many of the developing countries took their time to get used to the matter that they could not keep pausing the education system for a longer period; it would cause disadvantage for the students as well as the nation (Fung and Zimmermann, 2021). So, taking one step toward a blended education system was one step toward technological evolution; if the pandemic never happened, it might be possible that most of the countries would not be able to explore that hidden side of them. However, the last one and half years made almost 90% of traditional classroom learning turn into online classes; the teachers who were proficient in technology could cope up with the new situation very easily but who were not efficient or had problems in learning and running technological devices and conduction online classes with the e-resources made it harder for the students to understand the online sessions and topics (Parka, 2021).
Blended learning and traditional classroom learning have their own sets of rules regarding the teaching methods, learning environments, different learning styles, and different advantages in both ways (VanDerLinden, 2017). Some of the research concluded that blended learning is more effective than traditional because there is flexibility, enough materials to depend on, varieties of opportunities to explore (Winterburn, 2021). However, whether a university should transfer their traditional facilities into blended ones, the decision is dependent on the resources they have, capabilities of teachers and students to use and join in the classes, equal availability of study materials for all the students.
[bookmark: _Toc85725104]Recommendations
In blended learning, there is an adequate lack of supervision so, the teachers and students both must find a way how to overcome the issue. Like, the supervision in the examination should be strictly maintained so that the students can’t get a chance to cheat in the exam.
While conducting blended learning, and this process is well known because of its flexibility; every student should be forced into discussing and given chances to express their thoughts regarding every session.
In traditional classroom learning, the technologies should be introduced and used in different circumstances to get effective output, can explore together, and though both the teacher and students are present physically there is a little chance of misusing the technologies.


[bookmark: _Toc85725105]Conclusion
In the process of modernisation, with all the prospers the learning methods are also adding a new leaf by updating them from the traditional classes to the blended learning process. The report discussed the pros and cons of both blended and traditional learning and depicted the evaluation of them to get a clearer idea about their effectiveness. Whatever the learning method is, it needs to be ensured that both the teachers and students are comfortable with the process and the process is effective for their study.
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