Reflection 4 10th February
This last module Understanding Democracy has proved to be far harder than I first thought it would. As democracy is part of the course, I will be following next year it, felt more important than ever to understand it. My knowledge of history within my own country is little to nothing, let alone another country's or, for that matter, the worlds. It was hard to piece together historic events, dates, people, and places into a coherent timeline and understanding. 
With this said, we received a couple of lectures from the IDGP course lead lecturer. I hardly understood much of his lectures, but they were wonderful and fascinating, and I enjoyed them very much. Those two lectures reinforced the reason I wanted to come to university in the first place.
In this last module I have encountered quite a few obstacles to my learning, the first being that the course structure. The structure was a little disorganised as the lecturer who previously ran the Understanding Democracy module had left quite suddenly and another lecturer had to take over without enough time to prepare. Although this was unavoidable it also did not make the course flow smoothly. There was a lecturer in training for quite a few of our lectures which also added to the haphazard feeling to the module, but one fully understands that everyone needs to learn somewhere. The module has also felt quite rushed towards the end. We did not talk that much about the assessment essays until the last two weeks, this, added with the lack of understanding did not inspire confidence for rounded essays. 
However, the greatest obstacle to my learning, was myself. In my last reflection, I gave myself two ways to help myself. Write up my notes so they are clear and fresh, and come into university early to give myself more time and focus to read the course material. I did do this, and I did get more focus, but to no end. I do not find reading easy. I found getting hold of hard copies of books hard. I found reading electronic devices hard. I found directing my reading in the right direction hard. And the harder it gets, the less I find I do it. I must learn ways to change this. 

