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The miner’s strike in Wales and the relationships between the police and Welsh communities

[bookmark: _Int_znCA9yHA][bookmark: _Int_Jd3eTqH2][bookmark: _Int_BoygNOSy]The miner’s strike in Wales was a mass industrial action which enabled them to fight against the conservative government, led by Margaret Thatcher at the time, and was a hugely defining act in the country’s history. The strike in Wales lasted a year, from 1984-1985, and over 22,000 miner’s took part to ‘retain jobs and keep the pits open in areas where little other employment was available’ as stated by Grice (2024). The strikes shaped relationships between Welsh communities, the government and arguably the most important, the relationship between the police and the working class of Wales. The strikes were a retaliation to the decision of the government to close the unprofitable mines which had threatened the jobs of thousands across South Wales. Strikes from miner’s were happening all over the country but the reason why the miner’s strike in Wales was so passionate and meaningful is because the communities across South Wales relied on the coal industry to survive economically due to the of the lack of wealth and jobs locally. The closure of the pits would not just lead to a huge mass of unemployment, but it would destroy communities which were built upon the mining industry for over a century. At the time, a man named Arthur Scargill, who was leader of the National Union of Mineworker (NUM), called for industrial action against the closures of the mines to defend the jobs and the communities of the miner’s. The Welsh miner’s soon became a central part of the national strikes and Wales witnessed a significant number of picket lines and strikes as well as protests which often resulted in violence between the police and the protesters. Across the nation, tensions were rising and the government were desperately trying to break the spirit and the power of the unions resulting in the police being increasingly mobilised to deal with the strikes, from local forces and even as far as the MET police were brought in. As a result of the police’s force in numbers used to deal with the strikes, it heavily stained the relationship between the police and the Welsh communities. The Welsh communities saw the police as working for an oppressive government who were sent to enforce the closures of the communities way of life. Another way in which the relationship in the communities declined with the police was that violence and clashes were frequent throughout the strikes. In the Welsh strikes the force used was usually ‘just a bit of pushing and shoving’ as stated by Savage (1985). In other parts of the country, particularly the strikes in Orgreave, there were tremendous amounts of force used by the police. Spoken by John (1985) ‘you could see all these snatch squads going wild with their truncheons at the top of the bank hitting men with no protection’. The news undoubtedly got back to the Welsh protesters which could have further distanced the relationship between them and the police. This attitude towards the authority would leave an aftermath for decades due to the scars left upon the community not just by the physical conflicts but due to the economic impacts it had on the Welsh communities and their lives.

Key priorities for Welsh police forces 
[bookmark: _Int_AA1OQsP3][bookmark: _Int_QqLlsUHK]In Wales, police forces, like all UK police forces, have huge responsibility in ensuring and aiming for outstanding public safety. Wales has 4 different police forces overseeing the ‘3.1 million population’ (Welsh Government, 2024). Across these 4 forces, there are major differences in the population and geographical diversity resulting in a difference in objectives and priorities for each force. For example, in more urban areas such as those policed by South Wales Police could potentially have a more focused approach on community policing. On the other hand, areas policed by Dyfed-Powys Police, which have a large rural jurisdiction, could potentially have more of a focus on their responses in rural areas. In these police forces the key priorities are shaped by crime trends which emerge as well as addressing the needs of local communities allowing them to measure their effectiveness and follow up on areas for improvement. The 4 forces in Wales have different key priorities based upon different issues and vulnerabilities in the areas they police. South Wales Police (2023) state that their key priorities are ‘neighbourhood policing, vulnerability and victim experience’. Dyfed-Powys Police (2021) state their key priorities are that ‘victims are supported, harm is prevented and our justice system is more effective’. North Wales Police (2023) state that their key priorities are to ‘improved road safety, reduce harm from serious organised crime, fraud and protecting the most vulnerable’. Finally, Gwent Polices (no date) key priorities are ‘keeping neighbourhoods safe, combating serious crime, supporting victims and protecting the vulnerable’. Looking at all 4 forces key priorities, it is clear to see some repetition making it easier to narrow down what the key priorities of Welsh police forces are. These being neighbourhood policing, supporting victims and the most vulnerable and crime reduction and prevention. Neighbourhood policing across Wales has drastically improved over the years with more focus and funding than ever being pushed into the transformation of neighbourhood policing. As stated by the Home Office (2025) ‘funding to kickstart the delivery of 13,000 more neighbourhood police officers has been doubled to £200 million’. This announcement proves that not just in Wales but nationally, neighbourhood policing is recognised as an extremely important method of policing because of its direct roots into the communities as well as building trust and working in collaboration with communities. The reason why neighbourhood policing has been recognised more as of late is because of its many benefits which can also assist all the way from local issues up to a national level. As stated by the College of Policing (2021) Neighbourhood policing has an impact on ‘a flow of vital community intelligence’, ‘promoting community safety’, ‘protecting the vulnerable’, and ‘the prevention of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour’. These factors alone show the importance of community policing and why it should remain recognised as a key priority of Welsh policing. Throughout the years victims of crime have often gone unnoticed with all attention driven towards the perpetrators. As of recent, police forces in Wales are starting to recognise that victim support should be a key priority of the policing process. This perspective is supported by South Wales Police as they mark what you should expect if you fall victim to crime. These being ‘being treated equally and fairly with respect from everyone’, ‘a main contact who will update you about the case and support you’, ‘an assessment to check what your needs are including special measures’ and ‘information about the courts and the court process’. It’s clear to see why the support which this service offers would help create a comforting and supportive environment throughout a difficult time in a victim's life. The addition of a main contact is a huge part of supporting victims because if they’ve gone through trauma, they might not feel comfortable repeating the same story to several people repeatedly. By having an individual who already understands the case and what a victim would be experiencing, it can create a good relationship and excellent support for the victim allowing police services to deliver on their key priority of supporting victims. Crime reduction and prevention is always going to be a key priority of any police force nationally. Crime reduction and the prevention of crime is what police forces around the country aim to achieve, which is why methods such as increased neighbourhood policing have such a positive effect. It will not only have a positive impact on the forces and their results but also on the communities they serve. Reducing crime in Wales is a key priority for the safety in communities and for economic reasons. According to the Home office (2023) ‘police forces across England and Wales will receive up to £922 million extra funding as the government continues its efforts to reduce crime’. Extra funding in the police is always a positive due to the opportunities it deilivers such as more community engagement, more educational aspects in schools and even recruiting more officers. By raising efforts into preventing crime before it happens, there will be less demand economically to deal with the crime after it has already occurred. This is why police forces all over the country have recognised that preventive measures, as again in neighbourhood policing, is one of the biggest key priorities there is. To evaluate these key priorities, things such as aligning with community needs play a huge factor for them to be priorities in the areas which they serve. Firstly, neighbourhood policing strongly aligns with the needs within communities because it directly targets exactly what is needed in certain areas. Not only is neighbourhood policing effective because of the communication between the police and public but because they are able to see the changes around them when issues are brought up. Next, victim support is a major part of policing because it allows the victims of crime to feel comforted and it shows they are not alone in the process. This greatly aligns with the needs of the communities because if victims receive support and are treated with respect then in return, it can encourage others to speak up and report crimes which are happening around them. Finally, crime reduction and the prevention of crime. Crime reduction in communities is one of the most important things any police force would want to achieve. In communities, if crime is visibly reduced and local people can see the preventive measures in place it will create trust within that community resulting in a cycle of information and the assurance that the police deal with crime effectively. This shows that the key priorities across the Welsh forces are in line with the needs of the people they serve which should bring many positive results going forward.  

Is there a need for one police force in Wales?
[bookmark: _Int_29tiL0KR][bookmark: _Int_5eRXFfvW]The topic of whether there should be only one police force in Wales has been often discussed. According to the Welsh Government (2024) ‘a single police force for Wales is a consideration for the future’. Currently in Wales there are 4 territorial police forces who each have their own jurisdiction and policies; this evaluation will see if the move to a single Welsh police force would benefit or cause hinderance to Welsh policing. For the move to a single Welsh police force there have been many proposed benefits. The first benefit could be an improvement in efficiency and coordination. In Wales, the Welsh police forces collaborate almost daily to promptly address issues which may require multi agency approaches across different forces. As stated by NicheRM (no date) ‘Welsh police collaborate to create enhanced information sharing capabilities. To transfer into one force could provide even further coordination across the nation than the methods which are already in place. Another benefit of moving to a single force could be financial savings and the allocation of resources across the country. For example, in terms of administration there could be one central hub for the single force rather than the four separate departments there are in place now for each force. This would cut costs which could ultimately be put back into policing communities. The allocation of resources in the country could be better improved as by having a single police force it could be easier to equally support communities through rural and urban areas without anyone receiving less. As well as benefits there are also many negatives to only one police force for the whole of Wales. One of these negatives is a loss of local policing in communities. Community policing is a huge part of each force's priorities. If there is only one force, the smaller communities could simply be forgotten about while more dense areas, such as big cities, would receive a lot of attention and in return compromise community policing as a whole. This is expressed by a lot of people who are a part of a ‘number of forces focused on the value of having police forces connected to their local areas and the maintenance of relationships with partners at a local level’ (Welsh Government 2024). Another potential negative of this transition could be the potential for many drawbacks. For example, a huge change, such as this one, would require a huge logistical operation. During this process and transition many things will be happening very quickly such as major decisions on where headquarters would be, where resources will be deployed and where funding will be distributed to name a few. This could create issues which stem all the way down to a local level affecting response time, efficiency of officers as well as community engagement. A change as big as this one where four huge territorial forces are being merged into one would have to require months, even years of planning, to ensure a smooth handover so the people which they serve don’t suffer as a result. 

References
College of Policing, 2021, “Modernising Neighbourhood Policing | College of Policing.” Www.college.police.uk, available at: www.college.police.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-policing/modernising-neighbourhood-policing/foreword accessed on: 3/03/25

Dyfed Powys Police, 2021, “Our Priorities and Progress.” Www.dyfed-Powys.police.uk, available at: www.dyfed-powys.police.uk/police-forces/dyfed-powys-police/areas/about-us/about-us/our-priorities-and-progress/ accessed on: 2/03/25

Grice, 2024, “How Did the 1980s Miners’ Strike Affect Wales?” BBC News, available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-68205379 accessed on: 28/02/25

Gwent Police, no date,“Our Priorities.” Www.gwent.police.uk, available at: www.gwent.police.uk/police-forces/gwent-police/areas/about-us/about-us/our-priorities/ accessed on: 2/03/25

Home Office, 2025, “£200 Million Boost to Transform Neighbourhood Policing.” GOV.UK, available at: www.gov.uk/government/news/200-million-boost-to-transform-neighbourhood-policing accessed on: 2/03/25

Home Office, 2023, “Police to Get Funding Boost to Cut Crime and Keep Public Safe.” GOV.UK, available at: www.gov.uk/government/news/police-to-get-funding-boost-to-cut-crime-and-keep-public-safe accessed on: 3/03/25

North Wales Police, 2023, ‘’Information Pack’’ northwales.police.uk available at: https://www.northwales.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/north-wales/north-wales/north-wales-police-careers/information/nwp-general-information-pack-en.pdf accessed on: 2/03/25

Museum Wales, 1985, PICKETS, POLICE and POLITICS the MINERS’ STRIKE 1984-1985 a RESOURCE PACK CREATED for SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS in ASSOCIATION with BIG PIT: NATIONAL COAL MUSEUM. Available at: https://museum.wales/media/9753/strike-en.pdf accessed on: 28/02/25

South Wales Police, 2023, ‘’Policing With Purpose’’ south-wales.police.uk, available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/police-forces/south-wales-police/areas/about-us/about-us/policing-with-purpose/#:~:text=Our%20focuses%20for%202023%2D2024,victims%20and%20protect%20vulnerable%20people. Accessed on: 2/03/25

South Wales Police, no date, ‘’support for victims and witnesses of crimes’’ south-wales.police.uk, available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/victim-support/victim-witness-support/ accessed on: 3/03/25

Welsh Government, 2024, “Mid Year Estimates of the Population: 2024 [HTML] | GOV.WALES.” GOV.WALES, available at: www.gov.wales/mid-year-estimates-population-2023-html accessed on: 2/03/25

Welsh Government, 2024, “Preparing for the Devolution of Policing in Wales [HTML] | GOV.WALES.” Www.gov.wales, available at: www.gov.wales/preparing-for-the-devolution-of-policing-html accessed on: 6/03/25

