J, Okely, Traveller-Gypsies, Cambridge University Press  
Okely states in the Traveller-Gypsies that she is sceptical concerning the Gypsies alleged single Indian origin or of a once “pure” Gypsy language. (Okely,1992:8).   I disagree with Okely on this point as Romani has traditionally been an oral language, where history and ancestry are passed down through generations by word of mouth.  Gypsies who migrated into Europe during the 16th century still retained memories of Indian origin (Jarman,1998:149). 
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk508285882]Andrew Broome was the first recorded Britain to write down any Romani. The Fyrst Boke of the Introduction of Knowledge, was published in 1547 or 1548 (Jarman,1998:149).  Romani was originally thought to be a made-up language like English Cant (Cumming Wilde:1889: 302). However, after Europe began trading with India, soldiers/officers bought back lists of words in Sanskrit/Hindustani (Jarman,1998:149).  Scholars began comparing lists of Romani words with the lists of words brought back from India, their similarity was noted (Jarman,1998:149).  
Romani has picked up many words from other countries but is mostly made up of Sanskrit, which is the original form of the Indo-European group of languages (Green,1999:119).
19th century Romani scholar, Dr John Sampson believed that Gypsies originated in India.  He noted that in Welsh Romani 60% of the words were from Sanskrit and the other 40% borrowed from countries Gypsies migrated through (Jarman,1998:155).  As the Gypsies “roamed” they became exposed to other languages.  This is known as a contact language (Romani.net: nd).  Sampson found many borrowed words from other languages from Persian through to Welsh (Jarman,1998:155).  
DNA technology has allowed scientists to confirm the Indian origin of British/European Gypsies.  Scientists believe descendants of today's Gypsies in Europe began their westward exodus from what is today Punjab between 1001 and 1026 (Telegraph.co.uk:2012).
In the 19th century Sampson hypothesised that the high use of Sanskrit words in the Romani language meant that Gypsies must have been of Indian origin. However, DNA technology in the 21st century can now prove a genetic link with India. This confirms the Gypsies oral history of Indian origin. 
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