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Industry Destination Review
In this review, I’m going to point out reasons why Japan would make the perfect destination for industry professionals who work in the tourism industry.
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Overview

Located in the easternmost side of Asia, Japan is one of the most highly technologically advanced, economically stable and culturally unique countries on the planet. According to a research, done in 2018, Japan attracts around 31.19 million visitors yearly(Tourism Statistics, 2018), making it one of the most desired tourist destinations in Asia, along with China, Malaysia and Thailand.(International Tourism Highlights, 2019) Among Japan’s most beautiful tourist attractions, include:
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Mt Fuji - Japan’s tallest and most majestic volcanoes, Mt Fuji provides some of the most breathtaking views you could experience. This mountain has been receiving respect from locals due to its ties to Japanese mythology. But don’t let only its beautiful view impress you. Mt Fuji is located on one of the most interesting faults on Earth, that circles the entire Pacific Ocean, known to geologists and seismologists as the Pacific Rim or the “Ring of Fire”, along with other related volcanoes such as Krakatoa(Indonesia), Mount St Helens(Seattle, US) and Mauna Loa(Hawaii, US).(Nielsen, 2018)
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Hitachi Seaside Park - Known as one of the most beautiful parks in Japan, Hitachi Seaside Park can mesmerize anyone with its 4.5 million nemophila flowers(Japan, 2020), its proximity to the Pacific Ocean and only a few feet away from the National Hitachi Seaside Park Pleasure Garden. It’s definitely a place worth seeing for nature lovers.
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Arashiyama Bamboo Grove - Ever wonder if bamboo trees grow in Japan? Once you visit this forest, you won’t even want to leave. The Arashiyama Bamboo Grove is among one of the few places in Japan where you’ll have the chance to see such an amazing forest. With hundreds of bamboo trees clustered real close to each other, it creates a never-ending wall with green and blue hues. And not to worry if it gets too dark, the lights, built along the path, to create the effect of stepping into a fantasy world, are built so you could enjoy your experience fully.
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Shinkansen - The Shinkansen (“Bullet Train”), is one of the fastest trains in the world. Travelling at top speed of 320 km/h(Shinkansen: Bullet Trains in Japan, no date), the Shinkansen has no problem travelling the distance 513 km(Smith, 2001) from Kyoto to Tokyo in less than 2 hours. 
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Shibuya Crossing - The Shibuya Scramble Crossing, or known simply as the Shibuya Crossing, is known as the busiest pedestrian crossing in the world. Around 2500 pedestrians cross it at once from all directions.(Misachi, 2018) If London’s or New York’s streets seem crowded, then you haven’t visited Shibuya lately.
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Culture & Geography

Japan is an island, located at the easternmost side of Asia, north from Taiwan, east from China and south from Russia. The Japanese archipelago has a total of 6852 islands.(離島とは(島の基礎知識, 2007) Its largest islands are Okinawa, Hokkaido, Shikoku, Honshu and Kyushu.(離島とは(島の基礎知識, 2007) The Japanese territory is 377 873 sq.km(Which Are The Island Countries Of The World?, 2017) and an estimated population of 126 million people(Ministry of Internal Affairs, 2019). The capital city of Tokyo has an area of 2194 sq.km. Its population is over 13.9 million residents, while its metropolitan area totals 37.4 million.(The World’s Cities in 2018, 2018)  Over 60% of the country is covered in plant life.
Due to being located in over part of the Pacific Rim, Japan often experiences earthquakes. 
Weather during the summer is predominantly warm with temperatures over 20°C. While during the winter temperatures often drop below 12°C, but not under 5°C. Due to the airflows, snow falls often occur in mountains, creating a pleasant environment for skiing and snowboarding.
In spring, temperatures begin to rise from 13°C to around 18.5°C. It’s also one of the best times of the year to visit Japan, due to the blooming of the cherry blossoms (Sakura) and cherry blossom festivals. 
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Japan’s native language is Japanese. The Japanese writing system, consists mainly of symbols, most of them originate from Chinese characters. Japanese has 2 alphabets. The first one is called Hiragana. Native Japanese words are spelled with Hiragana characters, while foreign words are spelled with Katakana characters. One group of symbols, that are often mistaken by foreigners for an alphabet, are the Kanji characters. Kanji are characters that mean words, but written with one symbol. Kanji characters can also be grouped to create new words. The number of kanji, or number of words, that recommended to be known by foreigners, in order avoid having issues with the language, while visiting the country, are 2136(The Joyo Kanji (常用漢字), 2007), which is much less than the official number kanji in existence (over 50 000).(Abe, 2019) 
The main religion in Japan is Shintoism, followed by Buddhism. 
In Japan, there are 12 cities with populations of over a million. The most populated city is Tokyo, with 13.9 million residents. Followed by Yokohama, with over 3.7 million people. Osaka comes in third with over 2.6 million, while Kyoto has a population of 1.4 million, placing it as either 9th or 10th largest.





Industry Statistics

According to the website Statista.com(Statista Research Department, 2019), in 2016 Japan showed a rise in employability in the tourism and hospitality sector, compared to previous years for the past 8 years. It had a gradual rise from 3.99 million workers in 2008, to 5.71 million in 2016. This data shows that hospitality companies keep growing and the number of tourists keeps rising, due to new trends such as buying vacation through the Internet, cheap plane tickets and the diverse and unique culture of the nation.
According to another report from Statista.com(Statista Research Department, 2020), the value of the tourism industry is around ‎¥ 20.5 trillion (£152 billion). Tokyo is the city with the most hotel guests, while city hotels as a whole accommodate the most foreign guests. This gives a brief idea of which part of the hotel industry is more likely to offer jobs for newcomers, along with locations. 
While the majority of tourists who visit Japan are Chinese, most guests who choose to pay for accommodation are British citizens.
According to websites GaijinPot(Professional Barista, 2014) and BFF Tokyo(Diana, 2019), some jobs in the hospitality industry, such as working at hotels or as a professional barista, could even score a visa sponsorship, especially during winter times. Similar to most western countries, Japan provides both average and luxury stays. Most popular brands, such as Marriott, Hilton, Intercontinental, Four Seasons and Ritz have opened hotels in Japan, for those who prefer a more leisurely stay.
The tourism industry is one of the most profitable industries in Japan, with a total share of 19%. The growing number of visitors helps motivate the government to invest more in hospitality, and creates thousands of new jobs every year. 
Another reason that might attract professionals from abroad is due to the salaries in Japan, being comparable to those from Western Europe, if not higher in cases. And due to its varied culture, Japan would seem like an interesting destination for work seekers, who choose to live in countries, with absolutely different customs and get paid well at the same time.



Industry Growth

Like mentioned earlier, Japan is a country that offers a lot of opportunities for professionals who seek jobs in the hospitality industry. And with the upcoming Olympic games in 2021 and winter holidays, more and more jobs are being created. 
According to a report by Mordor Intelligence(Hospitality Industry in Japan - Growth, Trends and Forecast (2020-2025), 2020), most tourists choose to spend their trips at mid. and upper-mid scale hotels, while the hotels with second highest number of guests are mainly budget and economy hotels. The least visited hotels remain the luxury hotels. In fact, Japan has around 2600 hotels, with only 50 of them being hotels of luxury brands. This means that only 1.9% of all places that offer accommodation are luxury hotels. It’s unknown if luxury hotels are so few, because less brands choose to establish themselves in Japan, or because of the high prices that luxury hotels charge their guests.
It’s expected that the industry will grow more in the upcoming few years. The most likely issues newcomers would face when working in hospitality are competing with native workers. But due to the high demand of English speakers and the desire to have bi-lingual or multi-lingual workers and the small number netive English speaker among the Japanese, foreigners have a high likelihood of securing a job. 


Japan Tourism Abroad

Nature - Japanese are among the most sustainable nations on Earth. It’s citizens show a lot of care and respect towards both plants and animals. Recyclability is common. The country innovates highly in energy-efficient products, in order to avoid pollution. 
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Technology - Japanese are among the most technologically advanced nations in the world. Since the Meiji restoration in 1868, Japan set a goal to become an economically strong country, similar to European nations. Before World War II, Japan became the first non-western country to economically rival most European countries and even outperform some of them. During this time several Japanese companies emerged that exist today:
· Siemens (1847)
· Nissan (1933)
· Toyota (1937)
· Mitsubishi (1870)
· Hitachi (1910)
· Panasonic (1918)
· Mitsui (1876)
· Canon (1937)
· Fujitsu (1935)
· Suzuki (1909)
· Toshiba (1875)
But after World War II, Japan’s economy was in ruins. Japan didn’t become the second largest economy until the 1990s. 



Why live in Japan?

There are plenty of reasons why a tourism professional should consider moving to Japan. Being the world’s 3rd strongest economy, there are a lot of job opportunities to consider when moving to the Asian island. As already mentioned, there are 2600 hotels in total, meaning that you have 2600 locations to choose from. And with taking into account the possible visa sponsorships that might be offered to stay there long term, working in the tourism industry in Japan might sound like a good offer.
If you’re not sure if you’ll like your stay in Japan or want to try out and see for yourself what the Japanese culture is like, Japan allows citizens from most countries around the world to visit Japan visa-free for up to 90 days. That should provide a person enough time to decide if the Japanese culture is suitable for his/her tastes.
While in Japan, for those with experience in the hospitality industry, I would recommend trying out Japan’s cuisine. Among their best dishes are sushi, which is made with rice, spices and seaweed, wrapped around fish meat.
Or you could try the popular rice cakes. Rice has been an important part of Japanese culture and history for centuries. Throughout the years, different meals have emerged that feature rice in them: rice with sushi or rice cakes. Rice has even been featured in beverages. Do you know that Japan’s most favourite drink, the sake, is actually rice wine? Japanese love to innovate in different areas of their lives and that includes food as well. It’s among the few countries where people experiment with different foods. This is also a good opportunity to visit Japan. Here you will have the chance to try meals you won’t see anywhere else. 
If you don’t prefer alcohol beverages, you could surely try Japan’s popular tea - green tea. Green tea has been served in Japanese culture for generations. And like rice, green tea is added in a lot of meals. In many parts of the country, you might even notice it often added to chocolate.
And if you instead prefer to eat spicy food, there are options for that as well. Japan’s famous for adding wasabi to its dishes. What wasabi basically is, is a type of green horseradish that has a very spicy taste to it. It can be a very healthy alternative if you don’t prefer vegetables such as peppers or paprikas. And finally, one more reason why you should consider Japan is that you will love its pop culture.
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