How is power created and used? (Use ethnographic examples)
	Power refers to the authority an individual or a group of individuals have over a community. Having power creates a social hierarchy which can be seen in modern society, for example, we have a government who creates legislation which is enforced upon us. However, this concept is not shared by traditional hunter gatherer groups who instead live in egalitarian societies which promote equality and actively renounce hierarchal ideas. 
Egalitarianism promotes equal rights and opportunities for all people in terms of wealth, status, gender, authority, power etc (Britannica 2022). This concept of equality for all people can often be seen in acephalous societies. The term ‘acephalous’ originates from Latin and refers to a society where no one is the head. It is most common to see acephalous societies, among small scale communities (Sociology Plus 2022). For example, hunter-gatherer groups such as Ju/hoansi in the Kalahari Desert and Nayaka in Southern India. 
Woodburn (1982) suggests that inequality is at a minimum in hunter gatherer societies because it is ‘the only way of life which permits such a great emphasis on equality’ due to its immediate return system which prevents materials being stored and instead emphasises the importance of sharing. Whereas larger societies have a delayed return system where individuals hold rights over assets, allowing them to be accumulated. This type of system does not require sharing of materials which results in wealth being built and capitalist ideas to be introduced. 
It could be said that due to limited interaction with the capitalised Western European world, some hunter gatherer groups have been able to maintain egalitarianism within their community. This may have been achieved through a nomadic lifestyle which disengages people from property to prevent dependency on one area of land (Woodburn 1982) and through levelling mechanisms which do not allow individuals to think they are better than others.  
The promotion of equality in hunter gatherer societies has directly opposed the creation of power because equality prevents anyone having authority over others. This is done by preventing accumulation of material goods or land which forces sharing to occur (Woodburn 1982). An example of a hunter gatherer group promoting equality can be seen through levelling mechanisms used by the Ju/hoansi. These are political acts to ensure equality, such as ‘insulting the meat’. This is a technique used when one hunter is more successful than others. The meat brought back by said hunter will be insulted which aims to maintain the hunter’s modesty, so they do not think they are better than other hunters. The Ju/hoansi like to prevent power being created in this way because they believe wealth should not accumulate to prevent conflict which will affect their survival.
It could be said that increased interaction between hunter gatherer communities and the Western world has meant some groups have not been afforded the luxury of being left alone. As a result, horticulture has become more common, promoting a pastoral lifestyle, which has resulted in social hierarchies being established. We can see this in the Kogi who had their traditional homelands taken over by Spanish invaders who attacked, murdered and robbed from the indigenous people of Columbia, forcing them to leave the low land and migrate to higher altitudes where they cut themselves off from the world and established an intensely hierarchical society. 
In the Kogi, the ‘mamas’ is at the top of the hierarchy. It is a career chosen for an infant at birth. If chosen, they are taken away from their mother and forced to live in a cave for 9 years. In the cave they are awake during the night and sleep during the day and fed only white foods (Dodd 1997). We can see in the Kogi’s culture, an individual does not choose for themselves if they are afforded power or not. Instead, power is thrust upon them by others. This opposes Graeber’s idea that royalty ‘almost always insisted they were originally from some faraway land, and therefore not really part of “the people”’ (Graeber 2019). This suggests that King’s, who were historically at the top of the social hierarchies, chose power for themselves and maintained it with a blanket of fabricated truths. This shows us that in different cultures, power can be claimed in different ways.
	Both the Kogi and societies referenced by Graeber, rely on farming to sustain their development. Diamond argues that humanities move from hunting and gathering to agricultural living was the worst mistake ever made (Diamond 1987). This is because it has resulted in social inequality which has caused certain groups for example, men to hold more power over others for example, women. Therefore, the idea that modern society has progressed from that of the past could be a gross misconception because although there have been some positive impacts of modernisation such as increased life span there have been negative impacts which arguably could outweigh any ‘progress’ humans have made. 
	Overall, we can see power has been created by the development of hunter gatherer societies into horticultural societies. This has allowed a social hierarchy to be established due to a delayed return system being introduced causing the accumulation of wealth. This requires authority to regulate trade and prevent theft as rules have been established and need to be enforced by those in power. However, it is clear the appointment of those with power differs within different communities. For the Ju/hoansi power bestowed onto an infant, this is similar to how power is passed down along the British royal blood line, however, differs in that the infant is selected to be worthy of power rather than granted it as a birth right. Dissimilarly in democratic societies, power is delegated according to the will of the people. 
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