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Introduction to Virtual learning environment
A virtual learning environment (VLE) in educational technology is a web-based platform for the digital aspects of courses of study, usually within educational institutions. They present resources, activities, and interactions within a course structure and provide for the various stages of assessment. VLEs (Virtual Learning Environment) also usually report on participation; and have some level of integration with other institutional systems.
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) also refers to real learning in a virtual environment. Sometimes also called Learning Management Systems (LMS) they provide a web-based software solution to aid in the practice of distance or blended study. In general, the term VLE tends to apply to computer programs that facilitate e-learning in a traditional education establishment, whereas the term LMS is normally deployed in reference to corporate training. (“Introduction to Virtual Learning Environments - Education ...”)
 














Advantages of Virtual learning environment
VLE will allow its user to approach a wide variety of different services and facilities, such as the syllabus for the course, through an inherent and steady platform. Users should be able to find various pieces of key administrative details such as: the location of seminars and lectures, a help guide plus details of modules and their appropriate credit information. A notice board providing recent course and institution information could be made available. The VLE will also allow for teaching materials to me made available ranging from, according to the course and learning needs, a few relevant slides, and visual aids through to the complete content of the course. A competent LMS can provide additional resources such as reading materials, links to important websites library content and suitable journals. Self and formal assessment procedures are also key components. The VLE can personalize the content, so you are only provided with the relevant material, different access rights according to level mean students, tutors and administrators are using a portal in accordance with their respective roles. The ability to e-communicate via forums, e-mail and chat rooms is another feature of most LMSs (Learning Management Systems). The learning platform should have the capability of supporting a wide variety of courses and training content, this would allow for an institution or business to have a consistent interface while catering for a broad spectrum of different learners.
Students benefit from using a VLE as they can be, from anywhere with an Internet connection, in contact with their course. Learning is freed from specific time of day and location constraints, obviously this makes distance learning a palatable prospect, but it also has benefits for the blended learning experience. Students who, for whatever reason, miss face-to-face teaching can catch up quickly and simply. Learners are no longer left behind and can get quickly back up to speed due to their ability to be in instant touch with course materials. Learners also attain knowledge at different rates to one another. The use of a Virtual Learning Environment allows them to work and learn at their own pace, the tempo no longer set by the quickest, the slowest or the educator. 



Learning Management Systems are also personal portals, so students only see content appropriate to them and thus are not overwhelmed by a deluge of irrelevant and unneeded information. Self-assessment gives users the ability to check and monitor their own progress so they can make amendments to their learning and knowledge where necessary.
Educator's benefits are able through these Learning Platforms to shape and guide their students learning. Putting their lecture and course notes online means they can better engage students in traditional classes as learners are no longer slaves to perfect note taking. They can supplement their teaching with media and audio content. Placing links on the portal ensures they can guide their students to important and pertinent parts of the web. Putting assessment details, essay and exam details on the portal frees more time to devote to teaching the subject. This also give learners a clear picture of what is required of them and when.
For businesses, the potential cost and speed advantages of providing necessary staff training through a Learning Management System can be immense. Staff can be trained in a short space of time bringing them up to standard and allowing them to contribute to the company more efficiently. As learners are free to use the content from any location corporations do not have to waste expenditure on travel other associated costs of moving staff to their teaching locations. E-learning brings the content to them whenever and wherever they are. Staff can also be trained in larger numbers as there are no limits to virtual class sizes. Constant assessment also gives businesses the ability to constantly and efficiently monitor the progress and proficiencies of their workforce.





For schools, these e-learning platforms allow them to expand the classroom beyond its normal boundaries. Pupils can be engaged wherever they are. Their learning in relation to the Internet can be moulded in fitting directions. Schools can also interact with parents on a deeper and more extensive basis through their online presence parents can easily be kept abreast of the latest school news. Virtual Learning Environments also allow schools to broaden the scope and heighten the impact of the subjects they teach. Universities can better time manage the use of their educators, especially if they have large administrative or research duties alongside their teaching requirements. 
VLEs (Virtual Learning Environment) (Virtual Learning Environment) also give them the opportunity to easily inform the large student bodies of any news, more easily manage problematic course and tutor group sign ups and many other administrative applications. Through the capabilities to provide distance learning through a VLE they can also educate a larger number of prospective students.














Disadvantages of Virtual learning environment
Self-discipline – it is essential that you have the motivation necessary to sit and do the course. This type of learning is more difficult for those who are prone to procrastination.
Impersonal- because there is no actual human communication involved, the virtual environment can feel a little lonely.
Isolation- there are no other students with whom to discuss the course so the type of classroom discussions that can lead to understanding of the subject do not happen.
Solo learning- if you need clarification on a topic, it is not instantly available as it would be if a teacher were present whom you could ask. You can still ask for clarification in a virtual learning situation, but the answer may be delayed due to online availability of the person who could answer your question.
Technology issues- Technology problems are always frustrating, but if they take place when you are in the middle of attending a virtual class, they can be extremely disruptive. A virtual classroom is only as good as the technology behind it. If the learning software does not work well with your computer, or your Internet connection fails during a lesson, you may end up spending more time working with the software or repairing your connection than learning the material.











Challenges and future of Virtual learning
On the other hand, findings suggest that the capacity of laboratories and computers, as well as Internet connectivity, continue to be the main threats to implementing VLE. Nevertheless, when those hindrances were overcome, the experience of technology-based learning turned out to be satisfactory for those EFL students.
From my experience of VLEs I agree that learning institutions where I have worked have focused on the development and appearance of the technology rather than how students and teachers will use it to improve engagement or learning outcomes. There is evidence from a meta-analysis of several studies suggesting that VLEs deliver a small yet significant improvement in student outcomes (Bernard et al., 2014), so the pedagogical benefits should override the intricacies of design and appearance. In my current workplace, training on the newly implemented VLE has focused on the practicalities of how to use it rather than on how content can be personalised and designed for the benefit of students, a process described by Abeles (2004) as “the technology leading the application”.









Conclusion
VLE played an important part into our life especially during the Covid-19 period. From education to healthcare, the uses of virtual learning technology have increased staggeringly. But we still need to improve and provide better facilities for the Virtual learning experience to provide a comfortable and user-friendly service. We need better internet connection and decent quality laptop so that the VLE can be more successful and provide a better experience for everyone.  
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VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
Student Name: 	SOHEL AHMED        		Student ID: 2030452
Module name: 	Digital Skills and Research Methods (SFTW) 
Group: 		3

Question 1:	How interested are you in attending online classes?
                   ☐ Very likely
                   ☐ Not at all  

Question 2:	Which of the following device you use for online learning?
                   ☐ Laptop
                   ☐ Mobile Device  
                   ☐ Desktop Computer
                   ☐ Tablet  

Question 3:	Have you got any previous experience of virtual learning?
                     
                     ☐ Yes
                     ☐ No

Question 4: Are you a full-time or part-time student?                                             
                     ☐ Full-time
                                  ☐ Part-time


Question 5: What are the problems in using online learning environment?
                                 …...............................................................................................
                                 …...............................................................................................
                                 …...............................................................................................



Question 6: How well-versed are you in using the VLE in your course?

                                  A. Very knowledgeable
                                  B. Considerable knowledgeable
                                  C. Not at all knowledgeable

Question 7: Are you satisfied with the technology or software you are using for                          the online classes?
                                  ☐ Very satisfied
                                  ☐ Not at all

Question 8: Overall, how will you rate from 1-10 the support provided to you by                   the university for the online learning classes?
                                 (1 is terrible to 10 is excellent)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


                 

Question 9: On a scale of 1-10, how satisfied you are with the overall virtual learning             environment?
                                                                                                                                                                 Not satisfied                                                                                                                             Satisfied     
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


                   


Question 10: What recommendation will you give to improve the virtual                                   learning   classes?
                                     …..........................................................................................
                                     …..........................................................................................
                                     …..........................................................................................





	
	
	
	VLE SURVEY
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	YES
	NO
	

	Q1
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	6
	

	Q2
	
	
	
	
	
	9
	1
	

	Q3
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	5
	

	Q4
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	6
	

	Q5
	
	
	
	5
	5
	
	
	

	Q6
	
	
	3
	3
	4
	
	
	

	Q7
	5
	
	
	
	5
	
	
	

	Q8
	
	2
	1
	3
	4
	
	
	

	Q9
	
	1
	
	3
	6
	
	
	

	Q10
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	5
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