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Primary Sources

[bookmark: _Hlk54787890]Gibbon Esq. Edward, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. With notes by the Rev. H. H. Milman. (London: Strahan and Cadell). Volumes 1-6 published 1776, 1781, 1788, 1789.
All six volumes of this work can be found on the Project Gutenberg website.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25717/25717-h/25717-h.htm [accessed 28/10/2020].

Volume one contains an engraving of Gibbon along with eight maps of the Roman Empire. The maps are very detailed regarding place names, mountain ranges, rivers, e.t.c. but they do not provide clear details of the boundaries of the Empire or denote what exact period they are meant to represent. Next, the contents page lists all the chapters in all six volumes, this is far more comprehensive, with clear chapter headings, sub-headings, and some of the chapters also have a brief synopsis. There are no page numbers listed alongside the chapters however clicking on a heading or sub-heading takes you straight to it, this makes the contents page very user-friendly which is invaluable for such a vast work. This work covers a wide array of subjects from Rome’s military capabilities, the tyranny of emperors, the rise of Christianity, and the barbarian invasions. There is no bibliography or index with this work which makes it difficult to establish Gibbons sources. It is still, however, an important work for the study of historical attitudes especially regarding the ancient world in 18th century Britain.


Gibbon Esq. Edward, The Private Letters of Edward Gibbon (1753-1794) Volume 2. (London: John Murray, 1804).
This source can be found on the Project Gutenberg website.
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/42632 [Accessed 21/10/2020].
These letters give an interesting insight into Gibbon’s personal life. I think this source works well in conjunction with Carnochan’s study of Gibbon’s private affairs. What is most intriguing about these letters is that Gibbon so rarely mentions his work which must have taken up an enormous amount of his time. This may prove useful as a starting point for study into Gibbon’s psychological state.


Letter to Edward Gibbon, Esq. From Horace Walpole
February 14, 1776.
Walpole Horace, The letters of Horace Walpole. Volume 4. (Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 1842).
This letter can be found on the project Guttenberg website.
 http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/4919/pg4919.html [Accessed 21/10/2020].
Horace Walpole was a respected literary contemporary of Gibbon. Although this is a short letter it is full of praise and admiration. This source is useful for understanding the reception Gibbon’s work received when first published.  






Secondary Sources

Carnochan W. B. Gibbon's Solitude: The Inward World of the Historian (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1987).
A preview of this book can be found on Google Books.
https://books.google.co.uk/books/about/Gibbon [Accessed 21/10/2020].
This book is a study of Gibbon’s work and its effect on his life. The introduction is very well written it describes each chapter in detail making the book very easy to navigate for the research of specific topics. This book also explores Gibbon’s personal relationships which may be an interesting area for further study.

Green Celia, The Decline and Fall of Science (Michigan: Hamilton, 1976).
Celia Green is a writer of psychology and philosophical scepticism. Although the subject matter of this book is not directly related to Gibbon’s work it is an example of his legacy. Dozens of authors have used his ‘decline and fall’ phrase in their own works as an homage to Gibbon’s work. This work exemplifies the long-reaching impact of ‘The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’.

Cosgrove Peter, 'The Circulation of Genres in Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire', ELH, 63 (1996), 109-138.
This work can be found on Jstor.
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ [Accessed 28/10/2020].
Cosgrave’s article seeks to explore the extra-historical genres found in ‘The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’. He claims that Gibbon’s work falls between paradigms representing both traditional modes of epic and rhetoric while also being part of the newer romantic genre. This article is a useful tool in understanding the nuances of Gibbon’s work and situating it within contemporary literary traditions.  
DeGabriele Peter, Sympathy for the Sovereign: Sovereignty, Sympathy, and the Colonial Relation in Edward Gibbon's The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012).
This book explores Gibbon’s attitude towards the distribution of political power and his belief that sympathy for the people was not sufficient to ensure just governance by an emperor. Given the time in which Gibbon was writing and publishing his works, between the American and French revolutions, DeGabriele’s interpretations provide an interesting angle for further enquiry.  

Griffin Dustin, '[Untitled] Review: Gibbon's Solitude: The Inward World of the Historian. by W. B. Carnochan', Eighteenth-Century Studies, 22 (1988), 282-286.
This article can be found on Jstor.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2738884?seq=1 [Accessed 21/10/2020].
This is a review of Carnochan’s book on Gibbon’s work. Peer reviews are useful in determining the validity and usefulness of a work and identifying any bias the author may have. 

Kelly Christopher, 'A Grand Tour: Reading Gibbon's 'Rise and Fall’, Greece and Rome, 44 (1997), 39-58.
This article can be found on Jstor.
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/643145? [Accessed 21/10/2020].
Kelly’s article examines the range of reactions to Gibbon’s work both contemporary and more recent. He includes in his work some primary sources that would be difficult to gain access to. This is a useful article as an introduction to the scholarly debate surrounding ‘The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’. 

Wormesley David and Warton Thomas, The Transformation of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).
[bookmark: _Hlk54855817]This book analyses Gibbon’s ‘The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’ both as a work of literature and history. It traces the French and Classical sources used by Gibbon which makes it useful to remedy the flaw highlighted in the description of the original work. 

 




