




Examine how race and class have influenced youth offending patterns in the UK.
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An offender who is not considered an adult and is under the age of 18 is known as a youth offender (Hannibal and Mountford, 2014). Youth offenders are commonly referred to as delinquents, taking part in deviant behaviour: deviating against rules and social norms, drug use and the performance of inappropriate behaviour, also taking part in criminal behaviour: antisocial actions by young people which break laws and violate norms and morals of society (Ibish,2026). However, as Laurio (2006) said, “morals don’t come naturally”; children cannot tell good from evil; a change in morality only comes from teaching using authority. By considering this, it can be said that crime is not committed for no reason, and factors such as race and class can be a major cause for youth offending. 

Race is a significant factor towards youth offending, it was argued in the US and the UK, particularly that since Obama was elected in 2008, that it was no longer seen as a racist society, viewed as a ‘post-race’ era, saying that racism for black, Asian and minority ethnic groups has come to an end (Wainwrigh and Larkins, 2019). A review was held between 2003-2004, stating that 75% of young people of ethnic minority were not treated fairly in the youth court, with 86% arrests (London) being young black males aged 10-17 years old, whereas 82% of arrests were of white males (House of Commons Home Affairs Committee, 2006). Black and mixed children are still over- represented in the youth justice system to this day, so resources like adultification animation have been created to reduce the amount of over-representation towards young black and mixed children in the UK (Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, 2025).

Ethnic minority is a big problem within police departments in the UK, with stop and search decreasing between 2010 and 2017; however, black people still face the highest number of stop and searches, with it being eight times higher than those carried out on white people (Shankley and Williams, 2020). Just because of a person’s race, there is an increased chance of being stopped and searched. Black and Asian people have a higher chance of being stopped and searched than white people in the United Kingdom, mainly because of officers’ racial bias (Vomfell and Sterwart, 2021). Because, of frequent concerns from the public in 2014 surrounding stop and search tactics carried out by police officers, a new one-day training program on stop and search was developed in 2015, aiming to reduce racial bias and improving stop and search methods (Miller, at al., 2020) In 2023 a stop and search pilot was ran between July and December, with the intent to improve the stop and search approach. However, only 93 of 281 people said they felt stop and search was used fairly (Sutherland et al., 2025).

Exclusion of children in schools can be a later cause of involvement in the criminal justice system. There is a process known as the “school-to-prison pipeline”, starting with exclusion in school, which can later result in youth offending and involvement in the criminal justice system (Sanders, Liebenberg, and Munford, 2018). Different characteristics, including ethnic background, can lead to children being excluded in schools, with being male and of black-Caribbean origin increasing the chances of exclusion (Arnez and Condry, 2021). A report from 2020 recorded that 49% of young black people felt that the biggest problem stopping them from being successful in school was racism, with 50% saying it was coming from teachers and their biased perceptions (Roberts, Long, and Lewis, 2023). Being excluded from school can be the starting point to offending behaviour in young people, increasing the chances of involvement in antisocial behaviour. Being excluded from school after a long period of time can increase the likelihood of being involved with older groups, which can influence substance misuse (Stephenson, 2011). Students of colour are more likely to face stricter consequences and discipline for their behaviour than their peers for similar actions (Kupchik and Henry, 2023, as cited in Gorard et al., 2025). This demonstrates the lack of support and awareness and racism in schools towards people of different ethnic backgrounds.

Overall, race has a massive impact on youth offending patterns in the UK, with increased chances of black and Asian children receiving a custodial sentence after reoffending compared to white children. However, factors such as exclusion in education, poverty, bad experience with the criminal justice system and the lack of diversity (Khor et al., 2023) all contribute to the cause of youth offending among children of different ethnic backgrounds. 

Children who are from a lower socioeconomic background are overrepresented in the criminal justice System (Brink and Lanskey, 2025). Socioeconomic background covers economic, social and cultural status (Thomson, 2018). Low socioeconomic background can influence decision-making; challenges such as poverty and low income can lead to poor decision-making (Sheehy-Skeffington, 2020), which can be a cause for offending behaviour. Research suggests that youth offending is higher in lower socioeconomic places (McCarthy, 2020), such as in lower income neighborhoods and communities which experience poverty. Poverty has a huge impact of youth offending rates; it was estimated that 4.3 million children in the Uk were in low-income households in 2022/23 (Brown, 2024). It’s found that consistent exposure to financial stain and poverty increases the likelihood of offending by the age of 12 years old (Kurpiel and McVie, 2025). There is still a debate as to whether poverty is a cause of crime. However, it can be said that there is still a link between poverty and offending behaviour. Boys from lower class neighborhoods are at a higher risk of being involved in violent crimes than girls are (Clemmow and Gill, 2025). Other offences such as weapon crimes increase when children and young people are exposed to poverty, with a report of around 32% of young people involved with weapons and 23% being in contact with police by the age of 17 years old (Adjei et al, 2026).

There is a social network in school formed by socioeconomic background and class, and children of similar backgrounds are influenced by like-minded peers (Hovestadt and Lorenz, 2025). There is a debate between self-control and deviant behaviours influenced by peers. It is thought that children don’t develop self-control until the ages of 10-12 (Park, Peck, and Ray, 2026). This could suggest that peer influence is a leading cause of deviant and offending behaviour from a young age. Some people are influenced by their peers and will change their behaviour and attitude to copy the people around them. But sometimes people will specifically choose to socialise with people who have similar behaviour to them, which is called peer selection (Brewer et al, 2022). People from a lower-class background are sometimes victims of bullying. Still, they also sometimes become bullies out of fear of judgment, not being able to afford things, and adverse childhood experiences. Bullies have a higher chance of being involved in offending and criminal behaviour, such as violence and drug abuse (Runions et al, 2024). Lower class neighbourhoods which experience poverty and poor living conditions are subjects to gang involvement (Kolb, Kolb, and Favors, 2025). Children are influenced by people around them which can be an explanation to gang involvement. Some being influenced by family with criminal records and others by living in neighbourhoods with higher crime rates. Some children are involved with gangs for a sense of belonging and protection (Sandhu and Stephenson, 2026), this may be because they have not experienced this type of comfort and care from their parents.

It can be said that children from lower class backgrounds are more susceptible to being involved in crime and offending behaviours. This can be caused by multiple factors including peer influence and pressure, adverse childhood experiences, poverty and low-income households. Children being involved in gangs sometimes for a sense of safety and belonging other times because they have been influenced to join. Youth groups that show signs of aggression and violence towards others, is sometimes cause by the strain of low income, failing in schools or a victim to bullying. 

To conclude, youth offending patterns withing the UK are massively impacted by race and class. Being the Rute causes of youth offending patterns including gang involvement, violence, and a lot more. Schools and support mechanisms are crucial for children, to help reduce youth offending rates. It was found that over 77% of school-based programs were successful in reducing early antisocial behaviours and delinquency (Muser et al, 2025). Improved School systems can ensure that children all have equal opportunities in life not matter their race or class, hopefully giving them guidance to a more successful and offending free future. 
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