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HPAH5073 Athens and Attika. Component 2.                 Paula Bollen 1401870.
Essay Title: An Analysis of the Tomb of the Rich Athenian Lady ca. 850 B.C: Can new awareness illuminate our knowledge of Ancient Athens? 
This essay will discuss the initial interpretation of the so called ‘Tomb of a Rich Athenian Lady, ca. 850 B.C.’ (Smithson 1968:77-116), deposit number H 16:6 on the Agora grid (Liston and Papadopoulos 2004:8). (see fig 1 marked with a blue star). Analysis will include subsequent interpretation and findings, alongside general cremation, and burial customs within the Mediterranean region of Submycenaean Greece through to the Geometric period ca 1150-700 B.C. (Smithson 1969:18). The intention of this work is to outline previous conclusions, with reconsideration of material, to further illuminate the life of this woman in ancient Athens.

This site was discovered on the slopes of the Areiopagos in 1967 close to the ancient road leading from the Peiraeus in a narrow strip of land below the floor of a large temenos, a holy precinct or enclosure (Smithson 1968:78). The burial had remained intact, within metres of a Hellenistic cistern, a Roman road and well, and Byzantine storage pits (Smithson 1968:79). (see fig 2). With only the periphery of the pyre site being disturbed and moved, the cremation urn and grave goods remained in situ (Smithson 1968:80). The tomb, dubbed the tomb of an ‘Early Athenian Aristocrat’ was of a woman, aged around 30 years and ‘belonged to a group of exceptionally fine graves that mark the close of the Early Geometric period’ (Smithson 1969:12-20). Recovered virtually intact, the urn, of a large size, and various pottery items that surrounded it are decorated in exceptional geometric designs and ‘among the finest specimens of Early Geometric craftsmanship’ (Smithson 1969:20). The ‘belly handled amphora’ common for cremations of women (Immerwahr 1973:22), contained the cremated bones of a woman, ‘a few animal bones’ , three straight pins, a pair of bronze fibulae, three gold rings, a pair of gold earrings, a necklace, two ivory stamp seals and an ivory disk
[image: ]Fig 1. Plate 45: Map of Agora Archaeological Grid with H 16:6 marked with a blue star after Brann (1962:91). 

(Smithson 1968:81, plates 20-33). According to Smithson, these were ‘removed before burning, for none shows the ravages of the heat that reduced the bones to splinters’ (1968:81). Surrounding the urn were packed 6 whole unburned pots; a small neck amphora, 3 juglets, a globular pyxis and lid, and a chest with ovoid shapes on top. Included within the pyre remains were over fifty pot sherds, over twenty pyxides of the pointed kind, remnants of kalathoi (open baskets) with 1 virtually complete, with most pieces made of ‘Attic Fine Handmade Incised ware’ only found in the graves of children and women. (Smithson. 1969:20-22).
The exceptional grave goods included, 1100 faience and glass beads presumed to be a necklace, solid clay beads and spindle whorls, clay balls and loom weights with hemispherical bowls, as well as the bronze and precious metal items placed within the urn (Smithson 1969:22-25). Most fragments of pottery were assumed to be remnants of containers or pyxides, however, one mentioned by Martelli (2016:6) in her interpretation of the chest in Smithson’s report has been harder to track down. 
[image: image]
Fig 2: The Rich Athenian lady, urn cremation. Plan and sections of the burial (Deposit H 16:6) after www.ASCSA.net  
The fragment is cited in Martelli (2016:6) as; ‘A bell-shaped figurine’. Having researched further it seems the piece mentioned is not illustrated or noted in the original Smithson (1968:77-116) publication. However, there is mention of a ‘Bell Shaped doll with moveable legs’ in an earlier work by Smithson (1961:172). A potential inaccuracy on the part of Martelli when citing several pieces of work by the same scholar, Smithson, (whose 1961, 1968, 1969a, 1969b and 1974 work appears meticulous), this highlighted the reason for the further interpretation in this essay as follows.
By the late 11th century  B.C. cremation began to replace inhumations in Greece, up until the Early Geometric period it made up the entire burials in the Kerameikos, Athens, subsequently becoming less popular moving through the Iron Age (Musgrave 1990:273, Morgan 2012:44-45). The plot in which this burial was found was considered a bigger family area by Smithson (1969:18), and Morris (1989:314-315) confirms this was the Athenian practice during the period. Stahl and Walter (2012:138) remind us the history of Athens owes a great deal to the excavation of grave goods informing us on cultural economic and social conditions during this time. Athens was part of the peninsula of Attica, while Athens was controlled by aristocratic families ‘we know little about how developed the notion of Attica as a region was in the early archaic period’ (Houby-Nielson 2012:190).
The emphasis on hybridization and multiculturalism, so called ‘orientalism’ of interactions are particularly highlighted through burial assemblages 
(Morris and Papadopoulos 2004:229), and ‘Attica was almost like an island in the Mediterranean, exposed to foreign cultures from all sides’ (Houby-Nielson 2012:189-190). 
At this point in time the so called ‘Rich Lady of Areiopagos’ was cremated and buried with all her grave goods decorated in ‘geometric’ designs, 
‘The weightiest motif, a hatched meander, is placed in a panel at the point where it is most needed- i.e., exactly coinciding with the level of the handles; and ancillary zones enclose the neck and the belly. The decoration thus assumes an architectural quality; each part of the vase receives separate definition, but without any loss of overall unity.’ 
                                                                                   (Coldstream.2003:73).

along with ‘orientalised’ jewellery items (Coldstream 2003:56), textile equipment (Martelli 2016:7) and the so called ‘granaries’ and chest (Smithson 1968:81). (see fig 3 and 4). As previously mentioned, this chest has been interpreted as a granary, a model granary to be exact (Martelli 2016:2-3), with each ovoid shape representing an amount of grain. The society was agrarian at this time with the aristocratic families  suggested as the ‘owners of land producing 500 bushels’ of grain, with each shape said to contain 100 bushels, this then would represent a symbolic interpretation of their status (Immerwahr 1973:25).   The thinking behind this comes from similarities in Egypt (Morris and Papadopoulos 2004:225-242), with other examples that maybe Greek (Smithson 1969:3-14, Sackett and Popham 1972:8-19) although no evidence of provenance can be assigned to the Smithson example. The shape, commonly known as ‘globular pyxis’, is attributed to most pyxides from burial excavations, with a note that the need for a support or form of suspension, may be needed to make the items serviceable (Martelli 2012:323-336). With grave assemblages containing vast amounts of whole or pieces of pyxis, it is the shape that sometimes leads to a vast amount being identified, but hardly any have been challenged as belonging to a very similarly decorated vessel of a very different type, ‘bell shaped figurines’ (Martelli 2012:325-326). An additional argument by Martelli, of the ovoid shapes representing ‘Beehives’ and not ‘Granaries’ (2016:1-35) has also been considered as she puts forward a logical case.

At this point there is more evidence regrading ‘The Rich Athenian Lady’ and her cremation that needs to be considered. Something not included in the 
[image: PDF) The “Rich Athenian Lady” Was Pregnant: The Anthropology of a ...][image: Agora Image 2004.02.0009 (LCT-105) - ASCSA.net]Fig 3. Detail on chest after Smithson 1968:plate 27.
Fig 4. Agora image of the chest along with urn and accompaniments after www.ASCSA.net 
original reports, although it was suspected within the context of the grave goods (Smithson 191968:81, note:19a), was the fact that this woman was cremated along with a foetus near to full term, whose remains were within the urn and initially deemed to be animal bone (Listen and Papadopoulos 2004:7-38). Re examining the evidence, most of which had not been cleaned following excavation, established the presence of the foetal remains (Liston and Papadopoulos 2004:15-16).
This fact added to the line of thought that inspired this essay: can a different interpretation explain the contents of this burial by shedding light on the objects present, and can any new evidence be interpretive of the assemblage? Can the chest and so-called granaries along with the individual pyxis be representative of something else: pregnancies?
Returning to the bell-shaped figure supposedly found within the initial assemblage (Martelli 2016:6) (see fig 5 and 6 for two examples), they appear similar in shape to the pyxis documented in Smithson’s original 1968 paper. (see appendix 1: plate 29) and those documented in Smithson’s earlier 1961 paper (see fig 7 and 8). The interpretation of the bell-shaped figures suggests they are ‘toys’ as they have only ever been found in the graves of women and children, and as they appear to have movable parts (Mureddu 2017:31-32). However, this assumption appears unlikely as they would require a support to stand unaided, as well as the fact that pottery dolls seem impractical. Taking the bell shape of all examples alongside the pyxis and granary shapes, could these be a representation of pregnancy? There has been a proposal of an association with burials of unwed women (Mackinnon 2007:473-504), so if these women were pregnant, dying during or soon after childbirth, it follows that the women in H 16:6, cremated with her foetus and the contents of her grave goods containing a possible ‘bell-shaped figurine’, similar in shape to the so called ‘granaries’ and pyxis can be included in this assumption. Mureddu (2017:33) concludes that these dolls are mostly found in Attica and have comparable types found in the 
[image: Bell idol | Louvre Museum | Paris]		[image: null]	
Fig 5: Bell Idol after: www.louve.fr.                       Fig 6: Bell Shaped Female Figure. after:            
                                                            www.pbslearningmedia.org

[image: ][image: ]
Fig 7: Agora P 6695 Pyxis.		Fig 8: Bell Shaped doll with movable legs, after Smithson (1961 plate 30)
Balkans and Cyprus, having known trade connections with Attica, but believes them to be ‘connected to apotropaic powers protecting the dead from the evil spirits endangering their journey into the other life’ (Mureddu 2017:35). Whereas this argument does have merit, the point is still overlooked that these shapes may signify pregnancy. Grace (1969:10) comments on these female figures as ‘more or less exceptionally monstrous
representations of the human form’ pointing out that they appear within the archaeological record for a very short period of time, possibly due to their meaning becoming lost at this age of rapid change (Grace 1969:11-15). Comments within his paper may well be a product of the time it was written; however, it is clear these figures have not received attention due to possible mislabelling of fragments and limited individual finds.

[image: ][image: ]A pair of the so-called granaries, now in the Princeton Art Museum, were originally acquired from an Athenian market stall, having been remodelled by the dealer; after cleaning, the two ovoid shapes were discovered as intact and named as granaries (Smithson 1969:3-14).The decoration, consisting of lozenge and herringbone, and the simpler outline shape,  are suggestive of the earliest form of the decoration on the grave goods of the ‘rich Athenian lady’. With the lack of provenance these are difficult to authenticate, but their fabric and form have been compared to examples with background documentation (Smithson 1969:4-6). (see fig 9).






Fig: 9 Twin Granaries front and rear view after Smithson (1969:3,5).
Bringing together the data and analysis that surround this burial has triggered more questions that it has given answers. Life in ancient Athens during this period was undergoing numerous changes that happened rapidly over short periods. It is important to acknowledge that some of these questions may never be answered, however that is not a good enough reason not to ask them.
Turning to the evidence: this woman was cremated along with her child she may have died during childbirth or shortly afterwards; Liston and Papadopoulos (2004:22-29) advocate this summation. Buried with her was a vast number of personal items and pottery (Smithson 1968:77-116) which in interpretation has been linked to wealth, status and textiles (Martelli 2016:1-35). This has been questioned with the possibility of the quantity of items linked to the loss becoming greater during pregnancy or childbirth (Liston and Papadopoulos 2004:28). Analysis of the pottery items has appeared problematic, with mislabelling and presumptions made regarding identification and much no longer available (Martelli 2012:321-336). 
‘This exceptional funerary material is characterised by the richness, quantity and diversity of the pottery. Today only a little more than half of the original contents of the grave are preserved.’
                                                                                                   (Martelli 2016:2).
The interpretation that these grave goods may symbolise pregnancy largely comes from this author’s personal experiences. The resemblance of the bell-shaped dolls to pregnant women are remarkable and the similarities to the pyxis of this ovoid shape cannot be denied. This may not initially appear clear to the modern image of pregnant women, but going back thirty years or more, women were most likely to wear dresses during pregnancy, if not for comfort and ease, but also because pregnancy trousers and jeans were in their infancy when it came to fashion at that time. This was this author’s experience. 
If this shape theory is applied to the chest with so called granaries on top, and the separate examples within the assemblage, then it could be suggested this woman may have miscarried or given birth to five or more stillborn children during her lifetime ( these individuals were not commonly buried but disposed of elsewhere see; Rotroff 1999:284-285). This in itself would be a great emotional tragedy, but surely to become pregnant again at this stage of her life, remembering she was between 30 and 40 years old when she died (which would be a late age for your first born, even today) (www.oecd.org 2019), and to suffer her loss and that of her child during child birth would place great obligation on her family (Howe 2017).
Therefore, the interpretation of these wealthy and substantial grave goods suggested here is one of acceptance and remembrance of the loss of this woman as she was trying to bring new life into the world (Thompson 2010).  An acknowledgement of her resilience and perseverance and a promotion of womanhood, a recognition of her as a member of her society (Howe 2017). For if she was an aristocrat, apart from being responsible for the household, her main duty would have been to rear children, bearing in mind that the daily tasks and chores would have been carried out by members of the household, slaves and servants (Cartwright 2016). 
‘Rich and distinctive female graves have always posed difficulties of interpretation for anthropologically-minded archaeologists, as there seems to be few if any ethnographic parallels for such phenomena.’        
                                                                                                (Whitley 1996:229).
Currently there is a lack of evidence for the symbolism of pregnancy during the 9th century B.C. in Greece, other than images of pregnant women who died during childbirth in the later classical period depicted on stele in Athens (Liston and Papadopoulos 2004 :31) and the images of birth from ancient Rome (Totelin 2019). Perhaps if more exhibits stored in museums and galleries around the world are re-examined, this could change leading to more evidence for interpretative articles on this subject.
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