[bookmark: _GoBack]And so Gavius was immediately conducted to the magistrate of Messana, and on the very same day by chance Verres came to Messana. The matter is reported to him, that there was a Roman citizen who was complaining he had been in the stone-quarries in Syracuse; who, already entering onto the ship and Verris excessively cruelly and threateningly was pulled back and kept in custody… He gives thanks to the men and their benevolence and praises their diligence toward him, himself having been inflamed with wickedness and angry he came into the forum; his eyes were burning, cruelty was standing out all out of his mouth… suddenly he orders the man to be dragged forward into the middle of the forum and to be stripped and to be bound and to be made ready with rods. That poor man was shouting that he was a Roman citizen and a citizen of Consa; and to have served with L. Raecius, a most distinguished Roman knight, who was doing business in Palermo, out of which these things Verres would be able to know.  Then that one, to have learned about him (Gavius) … to have been sent by the leader of the fugitives into Sicily… Then he orders the man to be beaten most violently from all sides. A Roman citizen was being beaten with rods in the middle of the forum of Messana, judges, with meanwhile no groan, no voice was heard other than other than of that wretched one, amidst the pain and noise of blows, unless it was these words: “I am a Roman citizen.” It was thought that the mention of citizenship would prevent all blows and drive away torture from the body; he not only was not able to bring this about, as he was warding off the force of rods. But, when he beseeched more often and used the name of citizenship, the cross—the cross, I say—the unfortunate and miserable man was being prepared, who had never seen that curse.
