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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:


I propose to research the subject of how domestic abuse is managed within the police force. How an officers’ understanding of the types of domestic abuse can affect how they respond to DV situations. Do response officers feel that they offer the best service to DV victims as a result of their training/knowledge? Are domestic abuse incidents managed as efficiently as they should be?
Domestic violence is a prominent problem within the role of a response police officer.
South Wales Police deals with over 33,000 Domestic Abuse incidents each year, which accounts for 10% of the occurrences that officers deal with. 
Due to the complexity of the personal connection between the perpetrator and victim, dealing with domestic violence and abuse incidents can be difficult according to Detective Chief Inspector Eve Davis of South Wales Police.(Hayter, 2021)

Domestic abuse has been noted in history for centuries, with laws placed in legislation that protect men using violence against their wives and children.. An example of this would be ‘the rule of thumb’ which was ruled by a judge in 1972, whereby a man by beat his wife with a stick no wider than his thumb (Centre For Women's Justice, 2021)
It has only been over the last two hundred years that domestic abuse towards women (and men) has begun to be recognised and the perpetrator held accountable.
It was only in 1991 that a husband could be convicted of raping his wife and more recently, coercive control was recognised in law when it came into force on 29th December 2015 under S76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015)

I believe that victims do not receive the service that should be available. I intend  consider whether  this is this down to training that response officers receive, or whether it is as a result of force policy. I will explore whether each incident is managed on its own merit or are the victims/perpetrators looked at as an extended incident.
According to Marianne Hester, repeat offenders made up a sizable percentage of the male offenders. However, since police reacted to every complaint from scratch, punishments for a man's 50th offence were no more likely to result in criminal charges than for his first.(Stark and Hester, 2018)




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The steps I am going to take in order to answer my research topic, I intend to analyse the subject of domestic abuse and dissect it into sections. I intend to examine each section in detail, paying close attention to any supporting arguments, and any opposing evidence, and how these relate to one another. I will look at how police forces prioritise domestic abuse incidents, how they are then managed, and the training available to officers, whether it’s in force training or via the college of policing.

As a result of my research, I would like to be able to identify any issues that may have come to light or discuss what might be carried out properly. It is important to assess and weigh up to what extent my research is true and to identify any weaknesses and counterarguments in my research.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The college of policing has many articles on the issue of domestic abuse and this is one of the resources that I intend to use. According to the College of Policing, ‘Domestic abuse is regarded as a police priority area, partly because it is both high volume and a high risk’, but one article written by Miriam Shovel states that domestic abuse has traditionally been minimised or disregarded by the police. However, since the 1990s, there has been more demand on the police to take proactive action in DA incidents. (Shovel, 2018). From what I have experienced so far, there is a minimal amount of research which discusses the topic I wish to address, but there are similar areas discussed.

It is important to gather the correct information about the subject I am researching.
This is to gather information of how police manage domestic incidents as well as information from the force I work in via the South Wales Police Website.
I intend to use information from the charity domestic abuse charities including Women’s Aid, so that I have a better understanding of a victim’s perspective of domestic abuse and obtain up to date statistics on the topic. 
I intend to continue to research in to the topic in order to discover more information about domestic abuse and how it is managed by response officers and the police force.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Although qualitative research can be very beneficial to studies, it can be time consuming and more difficult to summarise. Quantitative research is a more manageable way to get results. 
In order to conduct this research, I will be using the form of a questionnaire to obtain qualitative results. I will be using closed questions but if required, will provide the opportunity to expand the answers on specific questions. This will be an efficient way of getting information that can be analysed in a more accurate manner. Questionnaires can be less time consuming to create, distribute and analyse.
Although I aim to use a questionnaire to collate my data, if more information is required, then I would need to look at obtaining quality information. This could be obtained through shorter questionnaires with more open questions, in order to allow more detailed answers.
In order to conduct this type of research, I plan to use  a internet platform in which you can create questionnaires. This link can be shared, which will help the survey be distributed to a wider audience of officers, which would not ordinarily be possible in the time frame I have to complete the research. 
Examples of  survey platforms include Survey Monkey, Typeform and Smart Survey.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

In order to conduct this research, it is important to ensure that the right sample of participants is chosen. Because the topic covers domestic violence incidents attended by response officers, my target audience will be response officers working within South Wales Police. In order to be able to target these officers, I will use specific social media groups that these officers belong to, as well as my own colleagues.
I intend to reach at least 50 individuals so that I am able to gather substantial results.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The subject of this dissertation is a sensitive one, which can result in triggering emotions and personal experiences of the participants. It is important to ensure that participants are kept safe. This can be done by explaining the nature of the study before they participate and allowing them to opt out at any time.  
In order to help acquire honest answers from serving officers and encourage them to participate, complete confidentiality will be specified at the beginning of the survey that is conducted. Whilst anonymity is important, this may be something that can’t be offered fully due to some questions that may be asked, for example demographic questions put to participants at the beginning or end of the survey. At the end of the survey, signposting information will be provided so that support can be sought by participants 
The information collected will be stored securely on my laptop. It is password protected and requires a Bitlocker key on start up. 


	TIME SCALE:

A realistic time scale needs to be  considered when conducting the research and completing this dissertation. In order to conduct research and analyse it thoroughly, it is important to efficiently manage time. An example of how this can be done could be through creating a planner. This can help ensure that tasks are completed in a sufficient amount of time, and will also allow the opportunity to ensure that the progress of the study is monitored.  When conducting the research to contribute to the study, it is important to ensure that there is plenty of time to correct anything that may not go according to plan.  In order to ensure that the deadlines are submitted on time, a two week pre-deadline will be followed by. This will be to allow time to proof-read and make any adjustments before submission, as well as acquire advice from my supervisor if needed. This is a realistic time frame and is achievable:
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Planning and Methodology (Due 19/06/2023)
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Analysis of results (Due 07/08/2023)
Complete by 24/07/23 to allow time to proof read and reveiw


Write up finding and conclusions to research (Due 11/09/23))
Complete by 28/08/23 to proof read


Dissertation due for submission -  09/10/23


                                                                          0		


image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





