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Within the school’s community it is important to understand the opportunities and challenges they will face within the community. This can range from the effects on a child’s learning within a lower income family to the stereotypes involved within a particular community. It has been identified by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation that children from a lower income family will leave school with lower levels of education (Goodman. A & Gregg. P, 2010). However this then presents an opportunity for school’s to engage with the community to provide influence on the child’s home learning environment to support their development. 
Within the school, challenges with the transitioning of children from one area to the next, such as nursery to primary school, will be presented and the school’s community will have to be able to provide transition periods for new children. As a community this would be an opportunity to provide Year six transition days or taster days for nursery classes, as stated by School X. By doing this it ensures the child who is transitioning has the correct behaviours and emotional development in order to begin learning in a new environment. John Dewey (1859- 1952) identified the importance of  child led learning within the environment and stated that the child should be able to learn independently and use experimental thinking (Lewis. A, 2016) and providing the child with the confidence to explore their surroundings will benefit their well-being and development. Many schools provide transition sessions for children in order to aid in their development, however schools need to ensure that parents are providing their child with the correct teachings before joining school. This could include meetings for parents to understand the need for encouragement in learning or lessons providing information on supporting their social, emotional and language development. Many school’s provide Flying Start sessions for children under four years old and they provide funded, part time care for families of a lower income (Swansea Council, 2021) in order for children to transition smoothly into a school based setting. 
In order to provide an effective learning environment the school has to work in conjunction with the community and parents to ensure communication is held throughout. School X ensures all parents are involved in information sharing through social media accounts. However this may present a problem to some parents who may not have access to the internet or social media accounts and as a way of combating the issue School X provides a School Gateway which enables parents to obtain texts or emails for regular updates regarding their child’s homework or important messages. This ensures that the child’s well-being within the school is at the forefront by providing the parents with the latest updates regarding the child. 

Many parents may not understand the importance of learning through play which presents a challenge to the school and in order to overcome this School X invites parents to play sessions within the school to aid the understanding of the importance of learning through play. There has been extensive amounts of research with many theorists such as Piaget and Vygotsky outlining the encouragement of child-led play and with this opportunity parents are able to understand and support the new curriculum which their child is learning from. Learning through play provides motivation for young children to engage in child-led activities in order to support a deeper level of learning and well-being (Laevers, 1997) and with the support from the community within the school this supports the child’s learning in both the home and school environment. School X presents sessions for parents to focus on the child’s need for learning through play including Language, Welsh, Numeracy and outdoor learning and play activities which the parent or guardian can then implement in their own home setting to supply effective learning outcomes for their child. 

One considerable challenge that is presented within schools is the parental involvement in the child’s home and social life. As stated by School X, many parents work full-time and can not provide a substantial social life for the child outside of the school. This impacts the child’s emotional and social development as they do not associate within the community as much as they should. In order to prevent this, School X provides opportunities to engage within the local community by holding regular outings to local facilities. These include sessions in the sporting facility, visits to the local Church and music session’s within the Old People’s Home. In doing this School X ensures the child has involvement within the community and understands the importance of the World around them. School X also holds regular sessions in road safety courses in order to aid the children in their awareness for safety while also providing opportunities for the children and parents to engage in food bank donations and local charity fundraisers within the community. These opportunities provide the children with the awareness of the circumstances within the community which some parents may not present to their children while also supporting their social and emotional development. While focusing on parental involvement, this can present a challenge within teaching as teachers would need to be considerate towards a child if they have not completed homework or after school activities. In order to withstand this challenge, schools can hold regular homework clubs or afterschool activities where children can complete their homework under adult supervision. 
Within school’s many children may not have the positive relationship with parents and forming a positive relationship as a teacher can provide confident individuals and successful learners (Welsh Government, 2023). In order to prevent this challenge schools can provide nurture groups to provide positive skills such as behavioural and social skills in order for the child to mirror as an individual (Welsh Government, 2023).

In order to involve parents within the community, School X introduced the Parent and Friend Association (PFA) in which parents can support the school with involvement in the organisation of school discos, term fates and concerts. This involves small groups of parents who actively work together in the planning and organisation of events with regularly monthly meetings. These actions from the PFA provide the school with extra support in the children’s engagement in other activities to provide the correct need for their well-being while also validating the teacher’s involvement within the school. One opportunity this provides to teaching is that the teacher can focus on the children’s learning without needing any deviation from their learning with the support from the PFA to offer assistance in other areas of the child’s school involvement. Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction (2010, 2012) provides evidence that teachers with effective instruction and behaviours enables higher outcomes in student’s learning abilities and with support from the PFA this provides the teacher with the necessary idea to focus solely on the children’s learning. 

Within the community there will be lower income families who do not have the funding for certain hygiene essentials and this can effect the school and child’s learnings greatly. As a result School X provides Help Yourself Trolleys within the communal areas during school hours for parents or guardians to obtain if they wish. Items within the trolley can include personal hygiene products, nappies and wet wipes at no cost to the parents. Opportunities such as the Help Yourself Trolley ensure all parents within the community are able to have access to personal hygiene products as a way to alleviate the stress of not being able to afford certain products which in time, supports the child and their well-being. Children also have access to Help Yourself Trolleys within the classrooms which supports the child socially and emotionally to focus on their education. As discussed, poor hygiene and poverty within the community influences the children and teachers greatly due to the lack of concentration from the child or the concern that the teacher will present. Iesha Small (2018) identified that children in poverty do not concentrate on the present which clouds their judgement in education so by offering trust and support in small ways such as the Help Yourself Trolley the child’s family network do not have the burden of trying to afford essential items. 

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs identifies the importance of psychological needs within the child’s life such as water, food, shelter, sleep and clothing (Tony Kline, 2023) and when applied within a school environment this can create a comfortable and healthy state of well-being for the children. If the child does not have access to these vital needs then it can create a challenge within the school environment. School X ensures all children have access to water within their classrooms and also provide fruit for the child during break time. Opportunities for children to also join breakfast clubs or children who are entitled to free school meals provide a positive learning environment within the classroom as they can then focus on learning and the teacher then has their full attention. Grace Chen (2022) identified that malnutrition can result in the impact of a child’s reactions to emotional stress and responses resulting in an unhealthy emotional response to any given situation, so providing a balanced meal can aid the child in a healthy learning environment. 

Many children have Additional Learning Needs (ALN) which can provide challenges between the child’s learning and their involvement within the community. School X provide opportunities for both the parent, child and outside agencies to gather together in one location to discuss the child’s development. Many of these meetings include local authorities such as medically trained professionals for children with diabetes or health problems and also Early Help Support for 1:1 sessions such as Speech and Language Therapists. Within these meetings the school, community and parent are able to provide knowledge for the child’s best interests in order to aid their development in the best possible way. School X also provides yearly ALN reviews between staff, agencies and parents to succeed in reaching the child’s holistic development and discuss any problems that have arose while also setting Individual Development Plans (IDP’s) every four months for the child and parent to follow in order to provide the child with the best possible outcome. Thhis ensures that the child, community and teacher all have the best influence throughout their learning experience to provide the most satisfactory outcome. 
The four Purposes of the Welsh Curriculum outline the importance of an inclusive education which supports the school within the community and by doing so, School X provides inclusivity for all children with ALN by providing knowledge for the teachers to issue the best possible education. School’s can ensure they support children with ALN by having wheelchair ramps in schools, extra sessions or catch up sessions for children who miss school for hospital or doctors appointments and regular check ins between teachers and parents. Inclusivity in schools can also be a challenge as many children may not understand others beliefs and cultures and School X provide books and learning resources to aid the children’s understanding of each other’s beliefs whilst promoting inclusivity within the classroom.

Challenges within the school’s community may include the lack of parent voices within the school such as, if parents have concerns or they are unhappy with the services the school provide. School X presented a Parent Council in order to give the opportunity for parents and guardians to voice their opinions by having one parent representative from each year group to establish meetings with school personnel to discuss any problems that have arisen. This ensures that School X is always engaged with the parents and community regarding their child’s learning by being able to openly share information or discuss relevant topics. 

Schools provide many opportunities in order to work with communities by ensuring all parents have a way of communication with the school from social media accounts to texts and emails regarding their child’s school work. By doing this it maintains regular communication for the parents on their child’s learning and development which can then be used as an implementation for the home learning environment. Also School X holds extra sessions to provide relevant knowledge to support the child’s learning through play which coincides with the child’s well-being as they can understand the connection between the home and school environments. They also put a great deal of emphasis on the importance of providing activities for children’s learning within the local communities in order to connect with the child’s holistic development and social well-being. Providing regular meetings and sessions with ALN learners also supports the child’s well-being and development by ensuring all staff members are aware of the safety issues with individuals so within teaching they can provide the best possible care with information from professionals outside of the school environment. 

Within my school experience I hope to ensure that my teaching offers the best support for each individual learner by ensuring that my lessons and practices are inclusive. One pedagogy that has had a great impact on my willingness to teach from the Professional Teaching and Leadership Standards QTS is ensuring that I apply appropriate challenges to the learners while ensuring that I am not being overly challenging in my expectations. However in order to ensure that this is done correctly I hope to certify that I provide each learner with the support and confidence for them to be able to speak openly and freely if they have any concerns about my challenges and expectations. 
The influence School X has had on my targets as a teacher has impacted me greatly as I hope to involve parents and guardians in each learners daily work. I have understood from School X and research that parental involvement is hugely successful within a child’s learning so being able to incorporate the positive relationship between the parent and myself will benefit my learners in the best way possible to achieve the best learning outcomes for the child. 
While involving parents or guardians in their child’s learning I hope to ensure that I have a positive relationship with the parents, I also hope to achieve an inclusive and diverse setting for the children when teaching. This will include resources such as books or pictures to help support their understanding of the wider World in the hopes to extend their cultural and religious concepts in the most natural way possible to ensure they have a real life experience of the World around them. This may include trips to religious settings such as Mosques or Churches or reading books explaining the difference in each cultures. I also hope to ensure all children of different religious and cultural backgrounds have the most comfortable experience within my classroom such as supporting children if they pray at certain times of the day or making sure children are aware of different religion’s celebrations like Diwali or Ramadan. 
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