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Edward Weston

Pictorialism, an 
approach to 

photography that 
emphasizes beauty of 

subject matter, tonality, 
and composition rather 
than the documentation 

of reality.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/composition


Edward Western Sherrie Levine





So where are we to locate ‘the real thing’ in relation 
to this image?



Edward Weston phrased it, “The camera should be used for a recording 
of life, for rendering the very substance and quintessence of the thing 

itself, whether it be polished steel or palpitating flesh.”



“Of course, and the originals make you want to see that little boy, but 
when you see the boy, the art is gone.”

Levine

‘The desire of representation exists only in so far that it never be 
fulfilled, insofar as the original always be deferred. “

Douglas Crimp



Levine’s critical stance is manifested as an act of refusal: refusal of 
authorship, uncompromising rejection of all notions of self-expression, 

originality, or subjectivity.

Levine does not make photos, she takes them. 





Levine’s refusal of traditional notions of authorship has social and 
political implications. The word “author” is etymologically linked to that 

of ‘authority’, just as it is to ‘authorise’.

Historically, the concept of the author is linked to that of property in 
that the production of the author comes, within the framework of 
capitalist development, to be understood as property. Copyright 

legislation protects that property. Levine’s work is literally ‘illegal’.





Vikky Alexander





Richard Prince



https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/jul/18/instagram-
artist-richard-prince-selfies







https://news.artnet.com/art-world/richard-prince-appropriation-
instagram-1696413

Borowy-Reeder says that the purpose of the exhibition is precisely to 
raise questions about ownership. “This is a very relevant discussion,” 
she writes. “Is social media empowering people or co-opting artistic 

production? Where do our expectations and perceptions around 
privacy and consent lead us when using social media? What are you to 

consenting to when posting? Is all photography exploitative?”

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/richard-prince-appropriation-instagram-1696413


Walter Benjamin


