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[image: ]The South Wales Police department commissioned the university to design a Welsh National Police Memorial. The students were separated into four groups and told to each come up with an individual design that would be pitched to the police department. The group in which I was involved in included Ben Brandon, Cameron Lewis, Gwion Nicholas and Kieran Thomas. The brief required the use of local welsh materials as well as guidelines for the dimensions of the new police memorial. The group began by meeting once a week, however as the deadline progressed the meetings increased to twice a week. For the first meeting the group tasked each other to place a collection of existing memorials, which we evaluated and used as a baseline for our memorial, the meeting and task was completed by the group with the exception of Kieran who did not attend or participate. The following week the whole group met, and we discussed the initial memorial designs that we had each done, the group narrowed the selection down to three designs that were the most aesthetically pleasing and functional. In addition to this, the group also began to look at the site in which the memorial was to be located, Catheys Park, as we divided up the key analysis points between each other with the task to complete two analysis each for the next meeting. The next meeting came along, and the group met once again and we evaluated the completed work, however the was not contribution from Kieran who also did not attend this or any of the following meetings.
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(Police memorial. Team 4. 2021)
A week passed and the group met to discuss our developed design ideas that stemmed from our initial designs. As well as the work set by the group, I also decided to make some digital models based of the drawings of our chosen initial designs, to allow insight to the aesthetics and effectiveness our potential memorials, as well as looking at a range of different potential materials. The design we finally agreed upon use was chosen as a result of the meaning and concept behind the design. The two separated arches in the chosen design resemble the shape of a cupped hand as well as the wings of a bird, which represent both the protection, freedom and peace that the police department provide. Once the group had chosen a final design, we needed to look at the materiality of the memorial, as the brief specified the use of durable materials that were also low maintenance. The four attending members of the meeting decided to split into two groups with Gwion and myself looking at existing memorials to create precedence study and Ben and Cameron looking at potential materials for the memorials. Once again, the group met up, with our meetings becoming increasingly more frequent as the deadline fast approached, the work provided by Ben and Cameron as well as the aesthetics of the digital model made by myself, allowed us to come to a decision on the materials of memorial. For the base we chose slate, for the two arches stone was chosen, the centrepiece was to be made from glass and the supporting rod to be made from stainless steel. The combination of these material allowed us to create a bold design that would stand out; however, it would be a design that would be approachable, formal as well as suitable for its purpose. The final design as well as the previous site analysis allowed us to find a suitable location within the park for the location for the memorial. The location chosen is situated above the small circular gathering place towards the north west of the park, in the front of a congregation of trees to provide shelter from the wind and rain to prevent weathering to the memorial which would fit into the low maintenance aspect of the brief. However, the trees obstruct the viewpoint to the back of the memorial meaning that, as well as the addition of the memorial the group have also looked at the [image: Diagram

Description automatically generated with low confidence]surround landscaping and have introduced a new path that is angled towards the monument to create a formal method of access, to be used in remembrance ceremonies as well as allow 360-[image: A picture containing text
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Description automatically generated][image: ]As the deadline grew closer the group decided to meet up and divide the remaining tasks between the four participating members. This meant that Ben was to draw a site plan and conduct a further analysis into the chosen materials, Cameron was responsible for both the model, photoshop work and technical drawings, Gwion was chosen to draw the site as well as contribute photos and it was my responsibility to create a digital site model as well as drawing an axonometric view. We each successfully completed our tasks and as the next meeting came along, we all began to organise our piece of work onto presentation boards as to make them look presentable, in an easy to convey layout, which when successfully achieved meant that the Technology and Environment live project for the Welsh National Police Memorial was completed.
(Police memorial. Team 4. 2021)

Overall, the four participating members of the group work very well together as actively included each other through scheduling meeting so that everyone was available to attend. Furthermore, out of the participating member everyone was happy and willing to work together as a group as we all were eager to complete the tasks that we set each other by the agreed upon deadline, which allowed us to successfully complete the Memorial project.
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