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Buried Evidence – Found Bones Guidance
[image: ]The body is placed into the grave and the mixed soil is filled back in around the body. As the body takes up space and air is introduced to the soil you end up with an overspill of soil. Some people may be inclined to take this away to make it less obvious or spread it around. But over time as the body decays and gravity takes its toll the soil sinks and you may end up with a sunken area.
[image: ]


The body or the evidence doesn’t sink beyond the cut of the grave so the cut of the grave acts like a container and remains firm and relatively still. Activity such as roots and creatures can carry items through layers but this easily spotted as a natural occurrence and not interference by someone else.


If layers are put over the disturbed area for example a patio, concrete slab, blown sand as you can get in the desert then the cut becomes almost invisible.  Some geophysical techniques are able to penetrate concrete and can provide indicators if a grave is present.
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Here you can see the vegetation differences, this also shows trampling efforts to flatten the soil with a vehicle.
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Here there is a decrease of high level vegetation but an increase in low level daisies.
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Here again you have both topographic and vegetation differences, the only problem here is that there was no grave, so it can be deceiving.
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This is an example of sunken ground on a single grave
[image: ]
Sometimes you may not be able to see a grave, it may be an area identified by witnesses. If you are not able to see a ground disturbance or you want to narrow down the area then geophysics can be used.

NON INTRUSIVE METHODS
Ground survey/search
Geophysics
Dog search
INTRUSIVE METHODS
Auguring/probing with the dog search
Test trench/slot trench – small window over suspected area which can be extended
Open excavation

If you suspect an area, mark it and a structured approach can be taken.
Please don’t start excavating as evidence can be lost.
If you find a bone half exposed please leave it in situ.
If a bone is lying on the surface or has been handed in by a MOP consider the scene… does it need to be preserved? will more bone be likely from the scene? Photograph the bone and mark where the bone was found. Photograph the bone for either myself (CSI Jo Laver) or for Cellmark as per the force guidelines.

Photography of bones - plain view with scale and turn the bone over 180, include close ups of the ends and any broken or internal areas. 
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