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[bookmark: _GoBack]Observation 1 
 
Date: 3rd November 2020     
Name: Child A     
Exact age: 6 years and 6 months 
Gender: Female
Time started: 3:45pm 
Time ended: 4:10pm
Adults present:     1 adult (mum)     
Children present: 1 child 
Method: Narrative method used 
Aim: The observation I have chosen is going to be taking place at child A’s home. I will be looking at numeracy and by using the National Curriculum for Wales as my guidance, I will observe child A, attempting to recite multiplications I will record my findings and will be making notes that I will later be comparing with outcome targets for Child A's age group. Using the outcomes that I have observed, my aim will be to provide recommendations for future development.
 
Description of setting: Due to isolation and current restrictions, to follow government guidance the task will be based within child A’s home, a parent (Mum) will be present. A video zoom call will take place to enable myself to observe and record child A’s abilities within numeracy as previously arranged by myself and parent. 
 








Record of observation 1.
 
At the start of the observation child A is present with Mum. To begin with I introduced myself and ask child A if she could help me to remember my times tables using YouTube. I then ask child A if I can watch YouTube with her and join in occasionally throughout the call. Child A is quite happy to help me and smiled agreeing and explaining "I've been working hard on my times tables at school and I have had an achievement point, so now I have 4 points I need one more for a reward from Mrs. Williams’ prize box". Child A is clearly excited and happy to be sharing information regarding her achievements.
 I ask Mum to please set the appropriate program via YouTube, I ask, and introduce to child A that we are going to listen to the 5 times tables and sing along to the songs and will be finishing with reciting this once the song has finished.
At the start of the introduction to the five times table song child A laughed and explained “that tortoise is funny”. Child A begins to follow demonstrations by lifting and waving hands listening to the song. After listening to the introduction Child A listened to the second part where she remembered the missing answers up 20. However, child A went on from 15 to 25 missing out 20, Child A says “Ooopss did I miss a number out then and laughed with mum”. Morin (2019) identifies that at the age of 6 years old many children want to do things perfectly, which may reflect on themselves if they feel their performance isn’t as well as they want it to be affecting their self-esteem. Child A however, recognised she was wrong and smiled and laughed, and seemed quite pleased she had identified her mistake and was enthusiastic to repeat and do the times tables again.
We went on to a following 5 times table song where Child A is finding more of an enjoyable song. Child A started dancing and singing along to 5 times table smiling. Completing the sequence to the blank answers completed all answers correctly. To conclude Child A completed a written activity I had posted to complete. 
Child A successfully completed task visually recognising that there was a pattern, “On here mummy every two numbers end in a 5 or zero”. Child A repeatedly wanted to listen to the song again to show her older sibling. Child A questioned “What is 5 times 5 K?”.  It was identified by Piaget that children of Child A’s development are seen in the preoperational stage where children are egocentric, believing other people have the same views of the world as themselves (Literacy and numeracy in secondary, 2020).
It was identified by theorist Bruner that learning is occurred through enactive learning, Iconic learning and symbolic learning which involve learning through actions, language and visually. Which is also known as the This Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract (CPA) approach helping children promote their learning in mathematics (Currell, 2018). In conclusion to Bruner’s theory child A was seen to show enactive learning through using action and singing throughout an appealing number song. This observation has also shown that Child A has completed the task of the 
five times tables (numeracy) and is obtaining the correct targets and achievement according to the National Curriculum. 
The next progression target and future development for Child A would be to complete multiples of 10 to ensure she is reaching all aspects of curriculum for the correct age of development in comparison to the National Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Gov, 2020) (Appendix 4) ,  who suggest at the age of Child A should be able to recall and use 2, 5 and 10 multiplication and to count sets of objects by grouping 2’s, 5’s and 10’s this could be progressed in a further observation to further child A’s knowledge on multiplication and numeracy (Halocha & Johnston, 2010).
One theorist linking to numeracy is Piagets ,  his cognitive development theory believes that children can learn through numbers cognitively. Piagets theory believed in 4 stages of cognitive development these include sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational and formal operational. Child A is seen to be at the preoperational stage of development understanding the world through language and mental images (Gould & Howson 2011). 
  
 




















Observation 2.
 
Date: 6th November 2020     
Name: Child B
Exact age: 3 years and 11 months 
Gender: Male 
Time started: 10:20 am
Time ended: 10:45 am 
Adults present:     1 adult (mum)     
Children present: 3 children 
Method: Time sample method 
Aim: The aim of this observation is to observe child B within his home observing Child B's speech, language, and interaction. Contrasting Child's B milestones for age. Making future recommendations for future development.
 
Description of setting: The setting is at child B's home with mum and 2 older siblings present and myself.  
 
 
 Record of observation 2.
 
Child B is 3 years 11 months and has been attending a nursery class in a primary school setting for 11 months missing a few months of school due to corvid restrictions and government guidelines.
Mum had explained she has addressed previous concerns with the school and health visitor at the start of his first term at school acknowledging that Child B may need additional support at school with speech and language as he is nonverbal. Child B will be observed at a home setting with other siblings present and mum. Child B will be observed every 5 minutes over a 40-minute period.
 




 
	Number

	Time and
Setting.   
	People present  
	Speech and Language 

	 1.
	10:20 am 
Living room area.
	2 older brothers, mum, and Child B.
	Child B is playing with a car set and garage. 
No speech or language.

	 2.
	10:25 am
living room area.    

	2 older brothers mum and Child B. 
	
 Older sibling races car across room Child B giggles.    
Laughter.


	 3.
	10:30 am 
Kitchen area.  
	Mum and Child B. 

	Child B points to milk in the fridge. Mum asks if he would like some milk? Child B nods head (yes).


	 4.
	10:35 am 
 
Kitchen area   
	
Child B, Mum and 2 older brothers.
	Child B sits at dining room table drinking milk eating a biscuit.
    
No language.


	 5.
	10:40 am   
Living room area 
	Mum, Child B and 1 sibling. 
	Child B sitting on sofa loud music is in background Child B put’s hands over ears.

	 6.
	10:45 am     
Living room 
	Mum and child B 
	Child B is sitting on carpet lying down with large red car in hand.


       
 
 
 
 
This observation showed that Child B is a child who throughout the observation showed no speech or language skills. It is inconclusive if Child B does speak at all or if child B was a shy little boy. Child B may have spoken or had shown some language skills before or after this observation timing. In conclusion a different method of observation may have been more appropriate, alternatively using a checklist or narrative method may have shown a clearer view of any speech and language used or if there were any changes in behavior.
Piaget a child theorist believes that language differs in development stages believing thought happens before language. However, Vygotsky also a child theorist considers thought and language are different from the beginning of a child’s life and both combine around the age of 3 years old producing verbal speech (McDowall, 2016 & The Child in society, 2014). Recommendations for this would be to observe child B over a period within a different setting and introducing support within the education system to encourage speech and language. Language Acquisition (2020) recognize that adults and carers can promote use of language by playing social interaction games such as peekaboo making the game fun and by encouraging the child to take turns for a child to respond. Language impairments can also be treated in a social- communicative and contextual view. All these ways would maximize a child’s ability to communicate. Cockerill and Sharma (2014) identify between the ages of one and five children progress in their communication through giving information, requesting information and show use of language. Child B however showed no language or speech however may still have time to show progress between now and the age of 5.
Meggitt (2006) recognizes that by the age of 3, a child's vocabulary should increase to around 1,000 words, speaking in three-to-four-word sentences. It is also acknowledged by Pietrangelo (2019) that if a toddler is not meeting these milestones, they may have a speech delay. 
To conclude I think child B would benefit from additional support this could be provided through the  educational sector and many other teams such as health visitors.  Child B is showing that he is below average for his age for speech and language however, this observation may of disrupted Child B’s routine and may be quite disrupting for him. Edmond & Price (2012)  recognise that at the age of 3, children’s imaginations and language skills seem to get supercharged. Children are figuring out all kinds of words, and potentially making up stories and play activities and learning to build relationships. Mixed in with all this fun, they’re also trying to learn right from wrong and how to manage their feelings, this can sometimes overwhelm a child of this age.




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1  
 
Dear N Landers 
I am writing to ask your permission to observe your child (Child A) at your home via a video call or zoom. As part of my studies at University of Wales Trinity saint David (Health and care of children and young people) I am required to observe and plan for the development of children.  All written and verbal information will be kept confidential throughout the observation. 
Thank You 
Miss Kelly Jo Gordon
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
I Miss N Landers give permission for Kelly Jo Gordon to observe my child (Child A) through a video call at my home.
 
Signed: N A Landers 
Date: 3rd November 2020
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Appendix 2. 
 
Dear S Thomas  
I am writing to ask your permission to observe your child (Child B) at your home via a video call or zoom. As part of my studies at University of Wales Trinity saint David (Health and care of children and young people) I am required to observe and plan for the development of children. All written and verbal information will be kept confidential throughout the observation. 
Thank You 
Miss Kelly Jo Gordon
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
I Mrs. S Thomas give permission for Kelly Jo Gordon to observe my child (Child B) through a video call at my home.
 
Signed: S Thomas 
Date: 31st October 2020
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