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Summary

There are approximately over 50,000 learners currently being home educated in the United Kingdom with the statistics rising by 80% each year. (Is home schooling a better system of Education, 2011)

Within England and Wales, legislation states that parents are not compelled to have their child educated within a traditional school setting, (Education Act 1996, 1996). This has resulted in a minority approach of elective home education. The aim of this report is to identify why there is an increasing number of learners and parents choosing home education over mainstream education. Research will then focus on what further education institutes can do to appeal to these learners and parents in order to attract them into post compulsory education. 
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Introduction

There are a number of reasons why home education is the preferred route among many parents, from learning difficulties, bullying, special learning needs, not fitting in, to even having a higher educational level to the rest of their class, each individual learner has their own reasoning for not attending traditional mainstream school environment. Arora (Arora, 2006) states that among these reasons the top three were bullying, special educational needs not being met, and school refusal, (Jones, 2013) these issues would not be a high concern within further education as learners would be expected to have a higher maturity level resulting in less bullying than secondary school. In regards to special educational needs, the symptoms are usually more prevalent in older learners, meaning they would get diagnosed quicker than in school and will have the help needed to succeed with their education. 

Further exploration has been made into the justification of why parents prefer home education to traditional education; Morton (Morton, 2010) consulted with forty to forty-five different families who had decided to take their children out of mainstream school, to look at the reasons behind it. She claimed that these families had diverse arguments for opting to home educate, yet the reasoning managed to be placed within three different groups, natural choice, social choice and last resort choice. Still Morton claims that no separate case fits perfectly into one group. 

Similarly, Davies (Davies, 2015) claims the vast interpretation implies that learners who are home educated or flexi schooled speak for a varied group with contrasting reasons for choosing to home educate, therefor there is great complication in the identifying of elective home education society. Within United Kingdom based observational studies, there are of course unavoidable sampling issues. Yet all participants share the experience of electing to home educate and not be forced into it. 

This may be problematic to further educational institutes, as there is not one main issue that they can work on in order to attract home-educated learners to enroll in their college. However by encouraging learners to feed back their feelings about their day-to-day college life and also involving parents in similar discussion helps break the barrier between educational establishment and home 
life, creating a sense of ease for both learner and parents. 


How are parents able to take their child out of mainstream education?

Many Parents are not fully aware of the legalities of electively taking their child out of mainstream education in order to be home educated, however with the rise of the internet, society are becoming more aware of their rights as parents, that may be one of the reasons that an increasing number of parents are making the decision to electively home educate. 

Social Media has made it more accessible for parents to not only share their experiences of home educating but to also share resources, which would not have been readily available ten- fifteen years ago. For parents that are not completely content with the idea, this is a valuable way to see how other families go about educating their children. Electively home educating your child can feel quite isolating and challenging, hence why the internet can be so valuable to home educating parents, (Webb, 2010). Families are able to join groups of equally minded parents to state concerns, ask questions, pursue advice and information and contribute knowledge both nationally and internationally, something that may not be accessible to learners in mainstream education. By looking at other peoples resources, parents start to feel reassured that even if they are not teachers themselves, they are still able to educate their child with the necessary information and skills they need to thrive in life. It also ensures parents, they are teaching in an effective way for the learners. As much as parents can look to other home educators for advice and resources, inevitably there is no correct way of home educating your child; it is simply at the family’s discretion, (Morton, 2010). 
Tara Jones (Jones, 2013), claims that frustration with the education system is an increasing trend. In order for young learners to be fully engaged, teachers must inspire motivation to learn and develop, however with large class sizes this may not always be the case. Accordingly this is a compelling aspect that should be taken into account when trying to fathom the reasons for frustration. 

Further education institutes can combat this issue, by allowing parents to be fully involved in their child’s progress through their course. This may involve regular parent and staff meetings, consistent emails or phone calls, to online systems where staff can log concerns or praises, and learners and parents can both observe their progress with college. Another reason learners may feel more comfortable within a further education institute is the lack of discipline. Learners that were educated at home would have had less structure and routine than those in mainstream schools. They would also have been more in control of their day, taking breaks when they wanted, doing work when they felt like it and learning either what they wanted to learn or what they feel would benefit them for future progression into education or employment. Within colleges, learners are made to feel more like adults. This can be a positive and negative as some learners will thrive on having the responsibility of being in control of their learning, making sure they turn up to class, do their work and hand it in on time, where as some will need an authoritive person like a teacher telling them what they need to do. However as home-educated learners already take a lot of responsibility in regards to their education, this transition should not faze them. 

One statement that Webb (2010) provides could actually be detrimental to both further and higher education is the evidence that some fourteen to fifteen year old home educated learners are actually taking United Kingdom Open University courses three to four years ahead of their peers in mainstream education. Winstanley (Winstanley, 2009) supports this claim by stating that home education is a last resort for accomplished and capable learners whose ambitious demands are not being met in the traditional school setting. This is a negative factor for further education institutes as College’s are traditionally a place for young learners to prepare for higher education both physically and mentally. Furthermore, as Colleges are not permitted to enroll learners under the age of sixteen, they cannot take them on earlier regardless of intellect and maturity. The government are looking into changing this and claim that any college looking to enroll learners between the ages of fourteen and fifteen years old in the academic year 2018-2019 must ensure they meet the programmed eligibility criteria, (Full-time enrolment of 14- to 16-year-olds in further education and sixth-form colleges, 2017).  This enables further educational institutes to take on a broader range of learners. 

Another way in which they can attract home-educated learners is by providing short courses or weekend Art or Sports clubs. This will appeal to both parties as learners are not committing to a full year long course and Colleges are able to display what they have to offer without the risking the statistics of dropouts. Learners may also be presented with a certificate of qualification of some sort at the end of the course which may interest them more as they are able to progress on to the next award or achievement sooner rather than wait the typical year of two completing a conventional college course. 

Short courses will usually cover one module meaning they do not have to study the full curriculum and complete units that may not interest them. They are also less likely to become disinterested in both the course and college life. 

In Wales, the local authority promotes relationships between Coleg Ceredigion and local home educated families. Learners from these families can engage in a variety of pathways in both GCSE and vocational subjects, (Elective home education Non-statutory guidance for local authorities , 2017). Favoured curriculum include pre-GSCE full time course which allows subjects such as performance and creative media as well as core subjects, BTEC introductory diploma and also evening GCSE classes. Showing initiative to reach out these elected home learners demonstrates the concern within the government regarding the number of home-educated learners. By reaching out to them and creating new courses indicates they are will to work with families in order to educate learners in a way that is beneficial to them. 

Concerns regarding Home Education

There are a number of concerns regarding home educators, firstly parents are not required to follow the national school curriculum, (Rothermel, 2003), and therefore parents could be teaching their children anything. Monk (Monk, 2004) argues that this is a reason parents opt to home educate, solely to avoid following the national curriculum. Some may say this could be detrimental to the learner in the long run as when they apply for university or job applications they may not have the qualifications or skill set need and may be overlooked. Yet more and more universities are actually favouring home-educated learners over traditional students as they appear to be more confident, mature and willing to learn, (Meighan, 2006). This would be beneficial to further educational institutes as learners would be eager to learn new skills and confident in the work they create. 

Another concern is that parents are not required to inform their local authority regarding home educating their child, as a result there is no exact number, (Morton, 2010).  As there are no regulations, Ofsted cannot ascertain whether the education is suitable or efficient as required under the 1996 educational act, (Education Act 1996, 1996). 

However that legislation was put in place over 70 years ago and feels very out-dated. With the rise of technology, information is available at the click of a button and we are able to teach ourselves new skills every day, therefore it could be said that other than basic Maths and English, young children need to be taught how to explore ideas, how to be motivated and how to learn rather than learning actual subjects to be tested on. This will ingrain the necessary skills needed within them to lead a well-rounded life of continuous learning. 



Government and Home Education

The Badman report published in June 2009 was commissioned by the former new labour government to assess home education in England, (Badman, 2009). It advises that all home educators must register with their local authority in order to have inspector’s rights, (Webb, 2010). These rights included access to their home in order to speak to the learners without the educators present, educators must present their curriculum, yearly schemes and state their expected learning outcomes. Yet home educators believe this is wasted effort and shows the government's lack of understanding of the home education system (EducationOtherwise, 2009). 

The Welsh Government are also proposing to deliver a new legislation regarding home education, like England, they aspire to announce a compulsory registration scheme with yearly audits for all electively home educated learners of compulsory school age, (Reid, 2012). Unlike England, the Welsh Government aim for further support and effective communication between all home educated families and local authorities. Both governments suggest that home educating parents should address all costs for any public examinations, however local educational authorities should make it accessible for learners to complete exams without charge, (Webb, 2010) (Latchem, 2011) (Elective home education Non-statutory guidance for local authorities , 2017). This would be a negative factor towards further education as many students enroll in college courses with the aim of achieving vital qualifications free of charge. 

Local authorities should consistently evaluate the argumentations why parents choose to home educate. This will inevitably benefit in determining any themes or patterns concerning parents’ reasons, (Elective home education Non-statutory guidance for local authorities , 2017). 

In Wales, Ken Reid states the home education community is moderately scattered throughout North, South and mid Wales, however rural authorities of Powys and Ceredigion recording the principle figure, (Reid, 2012). The reasoning may be that there are not enough schools in rural areas, schools are too far to travel every day or that the classes are too big that the learners and their parents feel they would not get enough one on one time with the teachers in order for them to be learning effectively. Within Further Education these issues will be resolved by having smaller classes in order for more effective teacher to learner ratio, also the majority of further education institutes have a number of campuses meaning that students will never have to travel too far. However if they do, adjustments can be put in place to accommodate their timetable to a certain extent, things like having longer days but less of them ensures learners do not have to travel 5 days a week, also changing their start time or end time to coincide with bus timetables, ensuring an easier day for everyone. 
Another reason parents decided to take their children out of mainstream education was the lack of a place at their preferred school. In order for further education colleges to appeal to these learners would be to ensure they are the preferred choice. This would ensure this by having considerable amount of communication between both parties, providing the right curriculum for the learner in order for them to progress onto higher education or employment.

Conclusion

In outlining the main points regarding elective home education, this report has given clear guidelines to further educational institutes on what they can do to ensure they attract home educated learners to enrol within their college. In recent years, the government has shown some interest in working together with families to support their decision to opt out of mainstream education. Few families however, believe that their local authority fully understand the reasons behind home educating and feel that it may be a misuse of time for both parties, (EducationOtherwise, 2009).  

As the numbers are increasing each year, it would be advisable to examine the effectiveness of mainstream education and to look at updating it to teach more relevant subjects. As the world and technology are rapidly evolving, the education system needs to ensure their curriculum is keeping up to date. 

Colleges are commonly a place where learners go to gain experience and learn skills to enable them to progress onto employment or higher education. There are plans to change the curriculum for mainstream schools, (new school curriculum, 2018) and it would be beneficial to assess the further educational curriculum for a smoother transition for learners. 
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