This assignment is going to identify and demonstrate a critical understanding on the barriers facing universal education and the role of the countries governments and international organisations in seeking to overcome these. It is going to go into detail on why sustainable global education is important and will be linked throughout with article 28 of the United Nations Children’s Rights Commission (UNCRC) which states that ‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poor countries to achieve this.’ Local and global policies will be used to critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in Zambia. This assignment will compare relevant information identified to children in the United Kingdom.
To discuss what global sustainable education is, it must be researched as to what global sustainable education is and how it affects everyone in the world.
Global sustainable education means teaching in a different way. The need for primary schools to have a global perspective on education and what happens to their environment, rather than just a local perspective is very important for children to have a sense of responsibility of what is happening in the world around them. Global forces have become even more important to the lives of children and their futures. Children are more aware of what is going on in the world around them; climate change, poverty and military war zones because they come across it on a daily basis in the news. These situations can have a growing effect on the children of today and their futures. ‘In 2015 the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) that encourages all countries to support a vision for a sustainable future, based on the removal of poverty, conflicts and for society to live in peace.’  (Bourn et al, 2016)
Sustainable teaching is not a short term result but one which is going to be an ongoing development. Sterling (2004) says ‘A sustainable society is one that can persist over generations, one that is far-seeing enough, flexible enough, and wise enough not to undermine either its physical or social systems of support.’ 
It has been identified that children have a right to receive an education in Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989). So, why are so many children denied their right to an education?
There are many barriers as to why there are millions of children today not attending school and therefore not receiving this right to an education. The researcher has identified the obstacles and barriers faced by children these children. This gives us a better understanding of the issue and also how important it is to enforce global sustainability. Barriers children face around the world are; Poverty, Challenging geographies, Conflict, Insecurity and Instability, Refugees and Gender. 
There are three key ways to which poverty acts as a barrier to education. These are; costs of education, child labour and economic migration. Even though education for all primary school children is free parents may not be able to afford the resources or the school uniform the child requires.
 According to Carers Trust (2015) In the United Kingdom there are 700,000 child carers who may be required to look after members of their family and although there is additional help for these children, families are afraid to ask for help, because of the fear they have over the child being removed from the family home. Barnardo’s (2017) supports this by saying ‘children are often afraid to ask for help as they fear letting the family down or being taken into care.’ 
Migrant children who are moved from one city or country to the next with their families may leave one area where educational provision is provided to another area where there is little or no educational provision. Parents may not register the child into education and are hidden until found which results in the child missing out on vital education. According to United Nations (2017) there are currently 258 million migrant children globally.
‘Challenging geographies; most counties have areas that are geographically challenging. Some may be more challenging than others, there are areas that maybe more rural than others where schools are not in the local area.’ (Education above all, 2016)
Conflict-affected situations, Insecurity and Instability act as one of the largest barriers today that children face with receiving a quality primary education. According to BBC (2018) a new report by Save the Children has published that ‘one in every six children are living in a global conflict zone.’ They have also identified that they have found more than 357 million children are living in a conflict zone now compared to 200million in 1995 that is an increase of 75 percent. (BBC, 2018)
 ‘Child refugees have no access to the school system of the country from which they have fled. Some countries with refugee populations (host countries) make provisions for the education of refugee children while others do not.’ (Education above all, N.D)
Gender barrier refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviour, activities and attributes that a given society at a given time and place considers appropriate for men and women, and boys and girls and the relationships between them. Some societies or cultures believe that girls do not need to be educated because their role is in the home or some men fear the girl being educated as they will be aware of political issues. Albright (2016) says that ‘many families consider only their sons as the breadwinners of their own future families and the supporters of their aging parents, which is an incentive to educate boys. Also, in many cultures, marriage means that a daughter becomes part of her husband's family, so they feel little, if any, motivation to educate girls.’ Theory of Feminism states that ‘biological sex is held to mould the overall social order and shape significantly the course of history, presently globalism. Their main concern lies behind the status of women, particularly their structural subordination to men. Women have tended to be marginalised, silenced and violated in global communication.’ (Roberts, 2016)
So, the need for a sustainable education is paramount. All countries need to work together to achieve this.
Sterling (2004) says ‘the key to creating a more sustainable and peaceful world is learning. It is the change of mind on which change towards sustainability depends; the difference of thinking that stands between a sustainable or chaotic future.’
There are many theories on globalisation, Liberalism theory suggests that well-being, materialism and basic freedoms should be maximised so that countries forces interlink humanity across the planet. Political Realism Theory says that ‘globalisation is a culture, ecological, economic and psychological dimension. It is about the construction and communication of meaning, and about humanity, shaping and being shaped by nature.’ And the Constructivists Theory says that they ‘conceive themselves as the global world and that national, class, religion and others are all part of it.’ Educational settings in the United Kingdom are more than aware of the importance sustainability by monitoring their energy use, teaching the children about climate change, the loss of biodiversity and the impact of global poverty.  These are just a few of the areas that need to be taught to children to address the ESDGC (Educational Sustainability Development for Global Citizenship) The Welsh Assembly Government have covered all these areas in their educational policies. It is important for children to learn about sustainability but, also to be able to use their knowledge ‘whilst in school and throughout their lives in the wider community.’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2006)
The population of Zambia in 2018 is 17,609,178 (World meters, 2018) compared to the United Kingdom which has a population of 66,509,384 (World meters, 2018) The average age of a child starting school in Zambia is 7 years old compared to the average age starting school in the United Kingdom is 3 years old. The amount of compulsory schooling years varies greatly between both countries, in Zambia children now receive free primary school education for seven years compared to the United Kingdom which sets a requirement of free compulsory education for 12 years. According to World Bank (2014) The National Education Profile Update shows there were 3,135 primary school children aged between seven and thirteen enrolled into education that is only 85 percent figures printed in the update show that the majority of the remaining 15 percent that are not enrolled are from poor income areas of Zambia. Unfortunately out of the 85 percent of children who are enrolled according to world Banks (2014) only 16 percent of those children actually completed their education. These figures seem to suggest that even thou education has made free to all primary age children; there is more than the issue of poverty preventing these children going to school. 
Zambia is a landlocked country in Southern Africa, which shares its borders with eight other African countries. Presently Zambia is classed as a lower income country but is hoping that by the 2030 Education Agenda they can become a prosperous middle income country. ‘low-income economies are defined as those with a GNI per capita, calculated using the World Bank Atlas method, of $1,045 or less in 2014; middle-income economies are those with a GNI per capita of more than $1,045 but less than $12,736.’ (ChartsBin, 2011) ‘The 2030 Education Agenda for Sustainable Development is an ambitious, aspirational and universal agenda to wipe out poverty through sustainable development by 2030.’ UNESCO (N.D) However according to World Bank (2018) ‘The poverty rate has increased in rural areas of Zambia from 73.6 percent in 2010 to 76.7 percent in 2015, the rural areas account for 82 percent of the poor.’ What is astonishing is to find out that while 82 percent of the rural population of Zambia are poor and are in need of better housing, living conditions and educational provisions. To identify that the charity aid which filters into the African Government which is donated to improve these standards, according to Global Merino(2012)Pg.183 has been ‘frittered away from health, education and infrastructure by Zambia’s former president for his personal use.’ ‘According to a national census conducted in 2010, the majority of Zambia’s population is predominately located in rural areas (61 percent) and just under half (45.4 percent) are young people below the age of 15.’ (Education above all, 2016) 
The barriers children face in Zambia is therefore the fact that these children live in rural areas and the nearest educational setting is situated at least ten kilometres away and education was not free so, many families could not afford to send their children to school. There was a decline in education between 1980 and 2001 due to parents not being able to afford primary education for their children. BBC (2006) says according to the United Nations educational organisation, UNESCO ‘sending one child to primary school can cost more than a month's wages in many poor countries.’ These were big barriers which parents faced when trying to access education, for their children to attend school. In 2002 the Basic Educational Sub-Sector Investment Programme (BESSIP) introduced free basic education which abolished all school fees, which then eliminate the barrier of families being able to afford education for their children. This supports article 28 which states that ‘primary education should be free.’ This initiative did raise the number of children receiving primary school education by 1.2 million which is an outstanding achievement. However, the barrier of how far the school was away from the village was still a barrier for most. The Ministry of Education (MOE) (2013) states that some children live at least ten kilometres away from their local school which is too far for them to walk alone and even more of a barrier if a child has a physical disability. UNESCO (2015) says ‘there are an estimated 200 million children with disabilities in the world, out of a global population of about two billion children. In other words, approximately 10 percent of the total population of children, the majority living in developing countries, are born with a disability or become disabled during childhood.’  Even thou the African Charter on the rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) article 11 states that’ every child has the right to education’ The situation of most African children remains critical due to the unique factors of their ‘socio-economic, cultural, traditional and developmental circumstances, natural disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation and hunger, and on account of the child’s physical and mental immaturity he or she needs special safeguards and care.’ (Ekundayo, 2015) Many families need their children also to help with farming or collecting water in the community or used as child labour. Edwards (2015; 71) finds that ’some aspects of the ACRWC sit in sharp contrast to the UNCRC, such as article 31, which defines the responsibilities of the child to respect his parents, superiors and elders at all times and assist them in case of need.  This reflects a perspective of childhood that challenges the individualistic view of the child reflected in the UNCRC’.  So; this right to education seems to be contradictory as sometimes it is taken away from them. Article 4 of the ACRWC states that ‘the best interests of the child must be ‘the’ primary consideration in all action concerning children and this implies that it is a principle which will usually take priority over others.’ Article 3 UNCRC states that; ‘the principle of the best interests of the child is ‘a’ primary consideration’ meaning that other principles can be taken into account alongside it. Whereas, Article 4 ACRWC has a firmer definition and higher standard than that contained in the UNCRC. (Ekundayo, 2015) It has to be argued if, what is right for the child is actually being taken into consideration?
Another barrier which schools in Zambia face is the shortage of qualified teachers. In 2013 it was estimated that there were 195,582 children in Zambia that were not being educated. (World Bank, 2015) compared to the United Kingdom which estimates that there are ‘13,333 primary children not receiving an education.’ (Nation Master, 2018) 
Article 28 UNCRC also states that ‘Richer countries must help poor countries.’ If this happened it would help the economic growth of the country and enable the employment of qualified teachers or train those who would like to join the teaching profession. However according to Shepherd (2010) says ‘most rich countries have failed to keep their promises to help poor countries improve their education systems, according to the study. The UK fares relatively well in keeping their promise.’ Shepherd (2010) also says that the report argues that the International Monetary Fund severely restricts poor countries' chances of investing in education, while the World Bank has overseen a dramatic withdrawal of education funds from low-income countries, especially in Africa’. (Shepherd, 2010)
It has to be argued though that even if children are not being educated in an educational setting, they are helping their families around the village and learning different skills. Children will learn through the hidden curriculum or informal education, by learning new life skills. Mushi (2009) defines African indigenous education ‘as a process of passing among the tribal members and from one generation to another the inherited knowledge, skills, cultural traditions norms and values of the tribe.’ All children should be receiving an education according to the sustainability development plan 2030 the international community recognized that education was essential for the success of all 17 of its goals to be met. The ambitions for education are essentially captured in Sustainable Development Goal 4 which aims to ‘ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all’. UNESCO (N.D)
Sustainable Development Goal 4 is inspired by a humanistic vision of education and development based on human rights and dignity; social justice; inclusion; protection; cultural, linguistic and ethnic diversity; and shared responsibility and accountability, Which links back to the UNCRC Article 28 that says that ‘Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity.’ 
UNCRC article 26 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (United Nations, 1948) and article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child act 1989 (United Nations, 1989) were consistent with its goals to make sure that education should be free and compulsory.
Secondary education is already compulsory in the United Kingdom however Compulsory schooling is still not universally legislated or fully realized in terms of accessibility and availability because of insufficient resources, such as schools and teachers or completion of specified years of schooling therefore ‘African Governments have promised to take legal measures to ensure the right to education in their countries not only to primary education but increasingly to basic education (a notion that includes lower secondary education) and beyond.’ (Warren, 2009) Therefore the UNCRC policy that states that ‘Secondary education must be available for every child’ is not being implemented everywhere and therefore children are not being offered the education they are entitled to.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment has defined what global sustainability is which is to teach in a different way; primary schools need to have a global perspective on education not just a local perspective with what happens to their environment. Educational settings hold a very important role in teaching children to have a sense of responsibility of what is happening in the world around them. Liberalism, Political Realism and Constructivist theories of globalisation have been added to support the statements which are used within the assignment. It has clearly identified and demonstrated a critical understanding of the barriers that face universal education such as poverty, challenging geographies, conflict, insecurities and instability, refugees and gender, and the difficulties that are faced by the Zambian government and international organisations in seeking to overcome these barriers. This assignment has gone into great detail on why sustainable global education is important and has linked what has been identified throughout with article 28 of the United Nations Children’s Rights Commission (UNCRC) which clearly states that ‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poor countries to achieve this.’ Policies such as the UNCRC and the ARCWC have been used to compare children’s rights and has identified that Africa does need a separate policy to a degree to take into consideration the barriers the country has however, it has to be argued the importance of article 31 which notes the importance of children’s responsibilities to their families. The section of Article 28 of the UNCRC has been ignored by discussed countries where it states ‘richer countries shall help poorer countries’ which will have an effect on Zambia being able to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all and  therefore not being able to meet the 2030 Sustainability goal. Sustainable teaching is not a short term solution to global development but, one that needs to persist over generations. This teaching will then eventually provide the key elements to a sustainable future and peaceful world. 






