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	NAME: Jarad William BETHLEY

	STUDENT ID No: 2117845

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should all frontline Police officers be trained and authorised to carry force issued handguns within the United Kingdom.

INTRODUCTION:
The requirement of the police force is changing daily and has changed significantly to where it was 5 years ago. Police officer and forces must continually evolve to the requirements needed to maintain their safety but also the safety of the public. Violent crimes are common and affect a large population of the UK. (Office for National Statistics, 2021) published a crime survey which shows the police in England and Wales recorded a 6% rise in violence against the person offences in March 2020 with an increase from 1.7 million the previous year to 1.8 million offences. 
Unarmed Police officers are often the first on scene to a call which involve weapons of some kind, this is to protect members of the public and to save lives if required however, this will often place officers in danger themselves. The researcher, being a police officer has first handily experienced the risks presented in the current century during the various calls attended. The researcher is authorised to carry a taser but sometimes this is not enough to deter the violent offenders faced therefore requiring authorised firearms officers to travel a considerable distance. The researcher is fully aware of job limitations and that handguns are currently given to authorised firearms officers. The researcher wants to seek further the reasoning behind all UK police officers are not authorised to carry handguns as part of their PPE and to seek if fellow colleagues would feel a handgun could assist them further in their role. The researcher feels this topic is suitable for the undergraduate dissertation due to the threat present officers, the wider communities, and the threats incidents related terrorism. The researcher has chosen this topic as they have a keen interest to become an AFO, they have also chosen it due to the criticism police forces are getting in relation to their use of firearms, they feel that this subject will give them a better understand of a specialised role that they are interested in and seek to understand why there are so few officers authorised to carry handguns.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The researcher would like to use their research to evaluate the topic in which they have chosen, they would like to gain an insight into why the UK police force do not issue handguns as part of their mandatory equipment and why is it different to forces in other countries. They want to use the research collected to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages for the chosen topic.  The study wants to establish:

· Would police officers feel safer if part of their PPE was a handgun?
· Given the option would police officers opt to have a handgun?
· Would members of the public feel safer if the UK police force were armed?

The researcher understands that the use of weapons within policing is a controversial subject within in recent times. The researcher only seeks to understand why a handgun is not standard issue personal protective equipment. To do this they will need to speak with serving police officers consisting of different lengths of service to understand their opinions. The researcher will also attempt to gather information from academic sources as well as having to rely on the publics thoughts on the matter and evaluate the decisions made by the individual police services. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The researcher will utilise several methods when conducting research.
The police forces must establish that all police officers have the correct training and equipment to empower them to discharge their tasks of great responsibility efficiently. The Government also must validate legal framework that governs police officers the use of force to protect themselves and members of the public (Murdoch and Roche, 2013). 
Articles and journals will be studied to find relevant information regarding the chosen topic. 
There is currently no definite answer to police officers being authorised to carry force issued handguns, this piece of work will seek to find answers into the reasons why they still do not currently in the United Kingdom.
A study identified that there is a higher risk posed to both the public and police officers when they are routinely carrying firearms. However, there are events where police officers are armed for justifiable reasons, but evidence shows that being routinely armed is not always appropriate (Evans and Farmer, 2020).


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The preferred and main research with be conducted through surveys, all surveys will be anonymous and will refrain from obtaining any personal information. Anonymity is key to obtain accurate results as the chosen topic could be one on controversy. Research via this method is best suited to the topic, as if it is not conducted anonymously, participants may feel they have to answer to organisation expectation therefore causing research to be inaccurate. A mixed method approach will be utilised to obtain the findings.
· Questionnaires will be given to serving police officers and authorised firearms officers to obtain the findings this piece of work will present.
· Interviews will be undertaken with senior staff members within South Wales Police being approached on their thoughts about all frontline police officers carrying force issued weapons. 
· Research from organisations such as College of Policing, The Home Office, Police Federation of England, and Wales, and IOPC (Independent Office for Police Conduct).
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To obtain research on the chosen topic, the researcher intends on asking participants such as serving response police officers, authorised firearms officers, and questionnaires on to analyse their thoughts on the topic area. The researcher will also gather results from information that has already been published. Both methods are chosen as the researcher feels it will to display the findings as accurate and reliable and to evaluate the findings and thoughts on the topic.
This piece of work will benefit from expert opinion. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

No Ethical issues seen at this time.

	TIME SCALE: 
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