Is Marx right in maintaining that alienation is inherent within capitalism? 

In this essay, I would like to put forward that indeed alienation is inherent in capitalism not only in a working environment but that to of a social sense. What was also being compromised in a capitalism system was also our natural state of humanness in society as a whole, and our self-worth and contribution.
Let’s begin with Karl Marx (1818-1890). Marx was a keen critic of the capitalism state; which in his time was in its infancy, he thought that capitalism although only just starting out, its largest pitfall within its system was that of alienation. He thought that we as a society were so disconnected from that in which we produce; a cog in a machine sort of status. This way of being really disconnected us from our true essence that of the crafts person and finished product; this was evident not only in the sense of creating material objects but that too of our innate capabilities and our human nature. 
“Our products would be so many mirrors in which we saw reflected our essential nature”(1)  
We see so much now that we as not only consumers but that of producers are so disconnected from the process. Companies have very much created an indispensable workforce and in this creating a sense of anguish and fear within the workers. Marx thought that the alienation that was evident within a capitalist system created a society that was very much disconnected as a whole. As human beings, we are very much social creatures and within a capitalist system it is all about production; and for a workforce to be productive you are a skilled individual doing a certain job and then passing it down the production line for others to do their part. In this system, you are disconnected also from each other in a social sense, as you are really operating as a machine ticking the boxes; a slave to your wage and how productive you are. Marx thought this was against our human nature; making us mere cogs and in this making, us very much alienated in lots of ways. 
In this capitalist system, there is very much a hierarchy to it; with workers; those that were the creators and crafts people at the bottom. This created great discourse for Marx, with him seeing that the people were not only supressed in a way, but also fearful of losing their jobs and being replaced so easily, making people fight amongst each other for such positions.

He thought that the destruction of capitalism would be brought down to the restriction and suppression of our human nature (alienation) a separation of our true nature and each other; inevitably driving people to reject this way and starting a revolution; wanting change for the better.
Marx thought that we were all creative people, and that we were this way by our very nature.

In a capitalist society, the overall concern is that of surplus, productivity is key in a system that waste and profit is top of its agenda; when a system is this way inclined there are going to be things that are pushed aside and in this Marx thought that it was us; the workforce.
The way in which you survived was not now down to taking an active part in the production and selling of a product but now selling your labour to that of larger corporations, causing discontent and disconnection from what is produced. This caused us to become individualistic and competitive, looking out for ourselves and that of our own survival.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I do feel that although capitalism is very much a profit and gain system at its core there is still leeway for compromise and not having to dismiss it altogether. In our society now it has become more evident that people are wanting change from our consumerist lifestyles, and that leisure time now is becoming more accepted; that people want to enjoy life but to also take pride and an active part with that in which we work at all week. Co-operative schemes are on the rise, a system in which workers are a part of the overall product by being shareholders within the companies in which they work; giving us more pride and connection with the products, enabling us to work together more cooperatively, creating a sense of belonging and community in our day to day workforce endeavours. 
I think Marx would have been agreeable to this way of working as it would definatly eradicate the sense of alienation within a working environment. 

My overall view is that Marx was right in his theory, that alienation was indeed a product of a capitalist model and to change it we would have to spread not only the profits but that of connection and loyalty and connection. This could be achieved by only giving back and spreading the equality throughout the whole business, this in turn would of course keep productivity at a certain standard because the workers would feel more valued and want to contribute well to the whole business; especially if they had shares in it. 


Marx ideas although at the time were not valued enough to make any real changes, have become very much a part of our society today. His forward thinking, and seeing where the inequality in such a system lie, pointed out the way for people to make change; to push forward in such a way to make working life not just something that we go to day in day out but a place in which we are truly valued for our innate skills; of what we bring not only to the table within a working environment but to that of society too.
"The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways. The point, however, is to change it."(2)
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