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‘The stars incline; they do not compel.’ Discuss this statement in relation to the theory and practice of astrology, using the work of two astrologers.

(World count 3518)




Introduction


Vettius Valens (120 — c. 175) and Alan Leo (1860-1917, born as William Frederick Allen) were influential astrologers, writers, and teachers. I have chosen their work to be a theme of this essay because it is a highly valuable source of knowledge about history of astrology, which still inspires present astrologers.

Vettius Valens' Anthologiae was written in Greek, probably between 152 and 161, and it is the only Valens' work we have. It consists of nine books and lists astrological positions of planets taken from over a hundred horoscopes from the years 61 - 162.
 Valens’ Anthologiae and Ptolemy's Tetrabiblos (regarded as the most influential ancient book about astrology) were written practically simultaneously, but there were many differences in style and technical astrological procedures applied, mostly because Valens was a practitioner, not a scientist like Ptolemy.
 Contrary to Ptolemy’s work, being very sophisticated and profound, Anthologiae was written as a practical text-book about astrology, addressed at students interested in learning of how to cast and interpret horoscopes. It was later translated into Latin and Arab, and plays main role in revival of interest in classical astrology.

Alan Leo wrote several books and articles about astrology. For the purpose of this essay I examined mainly The Astrology for All (1910) and Practical Astrology (1912). Leo was a prolific author and, similar to Valens, practitioner and teacher of astrology. His books are still in print, however, he simplified and re-interpreted many older astrological rules. 

‘The stars incline; they do not compel’ is one of the most quoted statements in western astrology. It is generally assumed that this statement is derived from Thomas Aquinas, but it was also used by Alan Leo.
 What links Leo and Valens is their approach to fate as a hidden force in life, which can be understood by studying astrology. According to them, knowledge of astrology and understanding its rules improves not only everyday life of an astrologer and his clients, but also influences state of their souls.


The Map of Fate


Patrick Curry defines astrology as the practice of relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, but also as an extensive tradition that has evolved around it.
 Astrologers look at the stars through a horoscope, which is a diagram, also referred to as a map, representing planetary positions calculated for a chosen time and space. Fot the Greeks, fate of the Fates were the personalisation of the Moriae, godess of both destiny and births and were described by Homer as inevitable forces. According to Bernadette Brady, the classical concepts of fate is no longer used in contemporary philosophical debates and Necessity was eveltually replaced with determinism. The broadest definition of fate is the one that says that fate is a consequence of seeing oneself as a part of the ensouled cosmos. It means it is one's individual and unique relationship to the Universe. Brady points out that our personal story is a part of the larger story of the cosmos. And this is exactly what is presented in Leo and Valens works.
 

Astrology has its roots in Mesopotamian astral divination, antient Egyptian religion, and Greek philosophy.
 Invention of the codified astrology, basing on assumption that the cosmos is mathematically ordered, is dated to the last two centuries BCE, which means it took place during the period of Greek rule in Egypt.


For Leo the word astrology (written as ASTRO-LOGY) means The Wisdom or The Message of the Stars, and astrology itself is a Science of Life. He defined astrology in esoteric terms as the 'soul' of astronomy. Valens described astrology as a holy and immortal theory, a divine science, bestowed from heaven by the divinity. He perceived practicing astrology as religious experience. When writing his book, he felt that he was meeting God face to face.
 

Although in their books both authors refer to the sacrum sphere, in their everyday earthly life and practice they have faced emotions and desires obscuring human minds. Everyday life, as Valens states, may be compared to a game of white and black pieces.
 Men who like to compete with others devise 'wicked traps' for one another. The one who wins (i.e. had better planetary influences), finds momentary pleasure and enjoyment, but the situation is in the state of a constant change, until the game ends. 'For life is a game, a pilgrimage, and a festival'. The rules of this game were established by God, who permeates everything.
 A man born on Earth, being an integral part of the cosmos, cannot escape his fate. His life (defined by the birth horoscope) is under constant influence of planets, day in, day out, year after year.

Nicolas Campion claims that Valens could be described as a Stoic.
 According to Brady, Stoics believe in existence of divine substance, which connects all things, so the divine mind can be found everywhere in nature. 'There is in us some divine, divinely-crafted emenent' wrote Valens.
 Communion within the cosmos, as ultimate goal, was embraced by the idea of heimarmene, which means 'the mind of God'.


The rules of the game are also serviced by Fate and Fortune, who 'completely quietly, ineffably to man, without sense of decency, make some men fortunate, other men wretched'
 depending on one’s horoscope’s quality. Brady also defines fate as a force in life which has a specific purpose and which could be semi-compelling or compelling.
  As Valens says, failure to seek the divine, as well as forgetting or ignoring astrology results in one becoming even more oppressed by his/her fate. Fate expresses itself through events and is assisted by Hope and Fortune, called by Valens 'begotten gods'. Hope constantly presents us with many attractive opportunities that soon turn out to be beyond our reach. Under her influence people believe that their wishes will be fulfilled, but she soon abandons them. 'She seems to be close to everyone, but she stays with no one', as Valens said. Men can pray or make sacrifices, but even gods can’t help them as they all are under the power of Necessity. 'What is not fated will not happen, even if we do pray'.
 He wrote, that some people believed, that leaving house or taking a bath were in their power. But, according to him, this was not true. 'Not even these trivial matters are under their control. Their very choices go to the contrary because of some unforseen cause'.
 One of Stoic principles was that fate can be moderated by education and harmonious life, and this was expressed by Valens. 
The main role of an astrologer is to decode this system and receive useful information, which helps them in obtaining positive results and avoiding evil. But if one is ignorant in the field of astrology and doesn't know the aforementioned rules,  he or she is enslaved to these gods, and so cannot obtain the state of eudaimonia, to be one with the true happiness. Valens believes that acceptance of the divine decree is a virtue, and thus, it suffices to do so, in order to ensure happiness. According to Joanna Komorowska, such belief makes him a typical Stoic, but on the other hand he could have also been inspired by Platonic thought.
 


Dorian Gieseler Greenbaum wrote that Valens had a reasonable knowledge of the philosophical trends of his day and was acquainted with Plato, Euripides, and Aristotle. For example, he used the same metaphor of the starry dance as Plato in Timaeus and referred to the Great Age
 and Homer is quoted by him nine times
. However, Anthologies does not seem to be a coherent piece of work. Valens' opinions are decomposed throughout different paragraphs and commentaries, referring to numerous horoscopes. Komorowska stated, that the theorical passages of his work might be called by a prejudiced reader a pseudophilosophing babble and that Valens just incorporated philosophical concepts as he understood them.


Valens stated: 'Each star and each sign has an average influence for benefit or harm, as well as an extreme influence for good and bad, and they are sometimes the cause of great good, sometimes of great evil'.
 The space between average and extreme is in hands of astrologer, who can choose when to act or when not to act, which tool to use and which better not to - according to actual planetaty influence. This part of astrology called initiatives is a part of Anthologiae. 'The stars incline; they do not compel', but for Valens this rule didn't mean absolute freedom.

Nevertheless, Valens was far away from complaining, even when life was hard, and even though he describes a man as an intelligent slave of a bad master
. Stoic freedom of mind means acceptance of events, being a result of deep understanding of Cosmos: 'From that time I felt I was associating with divine beings, and I kept my intellect sober, in order to seek truth clearly'.
 But even for a stoic it is impossible to escape from his own feelings. Valens finished Book III with a touching apology: he could write it better, but his vision and intellectual capacity has been enfeebled by deep sorrow for a student, who died.
 We don't know if it was Marcus, to whom he dedicated his work, or someone else.


Leo was driven by almost the exact same principles as Valens, despite the fact that both of them lived in a different time and different culture. Although he claimed that through knowledge of astrology we may avoid many of our troubles, his social perspective was broader. At the beginning of the XIX century astrologers were concerned with technical education and mathematical precision while astronomers rejected the idea of Platonic universe, which was no longer considered the living and divine space. In 1875 a small group of enthusiasts changed theory and practice of astrology when they established the Theosophical Society. It soon became an important part of the Cultural Revolution at the beginning of the XX century. The idea of the approaching Age of Aquarius (the so-called New Age) was based on equality of all religions and nations. 

Leo was an active member of the Theosophical Society and also a student and a friend of its founder, Helena Blavatsky. According to Campion, Blavatsky's astrology was teleological, based on theory of a final state into which all individuals were to evolve during the shift into the new historical era.
 Leo was strongly influenced by her works, and he claimed that her books 'Isis Unveiled' and 'The Secret Doctrine' were the only two books he had ever read thoroughly.
 



While Valens didn't openly refer to reincarnation, Leo was a strong believer of Hindu conception of Karma. He saw reincarnation as a mean of escaping one's destiny.
 At the age of twenty-two he had a visionary experience about karma, which lead him to a conclusion that karma was the only reasonable explanation of social inequalities. He realized that there was no other logical explanation of poverty and suffering other than them being a punishment for one’s past actions. From his point of view individual spiritual work leads to welfare of all, because after a good life, one will evolve into someone better. He stated: 'For we reap what we have sown (…) Without reincarnation, we come here for nothing'.
 Campion considers this way of thinking to be humanist, in the true Renaissance-like sense of the word, according to which each individual and his/her values are in the focus of attention for the universe.
 This idea was also expressed by Plato: 'You forget that creation is not for your benefit; you exist for the sake of the universe.'
 

Leo's beliefs about fate could be identified as Platonistic. He was a dualist, because he believed that the stars compel only the physical body. Astrology, as Leo believed, didn't teach absolute fatalism 'We are not utterely bound: neither, on the other hand, we are entirely free. We are limited and restrained by ignorance. All our misfortunes are the result of imperfect knowledge: had we complete knowledge, „fate” would have no power over us'.



Soldiers of Fate




According to Valens and Leo, the role of astrologer is not passive, but active. Fate is inevitable but with the knowledge of astrology one could say that it is somehow negotiable. The harmonious life can be achieved through virtue, reason or astrological education. Valens at the end of his life might have hoped for return to his kindred star. Leo did not believe in the end but in the next beginning, in potentially better reincarnation. But according to Valens, astrologers must be watchful and 'alien to all pleasure or flattery and stand firm as soldiers of Fate'
. This poetical metaphor might have a deeper meaning. Soldier is obliged to fight for something and to protect it too. Plato described the Sun, the Moon and the five planets as creations of God which defined time and kept time in order.
 Astrologer, as a soldier of Fate, is a custodian of Cosmic rhytms, checking every day if planets move according to their cycles, so he is the guardian of the guardians of the time. According to Leo, we struggle in a constant battle against ourselves. In his opinion astrologer's biggest enemy is he himself and the vices that come with being a part of the mankind. Character is destiny, and the mind is the pilot of that destiny. So we must learn how to control the mind.
 Valens in his work presented himself as almost saint, not interested anymore in women, horse races or any other earthly pleasures. This extreme Stoic ethic provided him with a consciouss and a clear-headed life. But was that true? Riley pointed out that ancient astrologers were fighting for reputation and clients, attacked their rivals enthusiastically.
 Valens himself was no exception and in Anthologiae  he had no mercy for some of his fellow astrologers, he'd accuse them of having envious spirits and ignorant approach to astrology. His worst fear was that of plagiarism. He put a curse against stealing his work or discrediting him: 'If after death there is a recompense for good or evil deeds, may they suffer'.
 

Astrology enjoyed great popularity in Roman antiquity, although astrologers were expelled from Rome many times. Pauline Ripat, who analyzed potential causes of expulsions, also had discussed astrologers as a self-selecting social category. Many of them were familiar with other forms of divination and operated on a competitive divinatory marketplace.
 Ripat suggested, that expulsion might be used as a promotion and even could have granted bigger credentiability as an Expellable Astrologer (and brought more clients)
. It's unclean if Valens was among expelled astrologers, but he wrote about the past as a time of ungrunding speech.
 In the same way Valens had emphasised that his knowlegde was bestowed on him from heaven by the Divinity, which also could have been a form of self-promotion.

Leo had better opportunities for business than Valens. In 1890 he started the Astrologer's Magazine, later rebranded to Modern Astrology.
 Based on his profesional experience as a salesman, he attracted new clientele by offering free horoscopes for subscribers. His office had branches in Paris and New York. As Benson and Boberict claimed, he would become the most famous and influential astrologer in the world.
  His work was called 'the standard treatise on astrology' and was citated in many sources. Graphic from Leo's work were often reproducted as a sample of horoscope.
 Leo had also great contribution to popular culture, developing the concept of the 'sun-sign' horoscope (this practice allowed for sun-sign astrology in press, used in this form until today). As Campion pointed out, perhaps it was the greatest change in astrology since development of the horoscope in the Hellenistic world.
 His actions were by the idea that he must help humanity to prepare for the coming of the Age of Aquarius. But astrology had been outlawed in England. The Vagancy Act classified astrologers within „rogues and vagabonds”.
 There was no real difference in  American law, where any prediction of human events for hire was a criminal procedure.


Despite Leo's wealth and influential position he could not evade a battle with the court of justice
. In defence he wrote a hundred-page report in which he argued that the stars inclined rather than compelled, hovewer the court rebuffed his philosophical discussion and in 1917 Leo was proven guilty of fortune-telling.




Conclusion



Works of Valens and Leo influenced many other astrologers. Valens was mentioned and cited in many later astrological works, for example by Antichius and Rhetorius, Anonymous anni 379 and by Arab astrologers.
 Leo's astrological theory varied from his ancestors and became a foundation for the so-called psychological astrology. He also improved the language of astrological interpretations.

Nick Campion stated that the rediscovery of astrology in the twentieth-century is one of the principal phenomena in popular culture. He attributes astrology revival to two astrologers: Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar.
 In post-modern era, astrologers are turning back to the past for inspiration. Valens Anthologiae is rediscovered and reinterpreted by many astrologers and it's accomodated techniques are vividly discussed
. Chris Brennan claimed that most of what had survived from the ancient times were technical manuals and we were left to reconstruct much of the philosophy behind it.


In this essay I have analysed philosophical thought of Valens's and Leo's. Despite Valens being a stoic and Leo's having a more Platonic approach, both of them considered fate to be managable to some degree. Both of them agree to that the Astrology is not completely deterministic. Riley said that people do not go to the fortunetellers today in order to hear humdrum predictions that they will continue working in the post office until retirement, after which they will live 4.3 years and then they die of a hearth attack'.
 Astrology's essential appeal is that it estabilishes an intimate connection between the heaven and earth. Even if Hope pretends to be our Fate, as Valens warned us.
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