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Respecting the Rights and Voice of a Child with Additional Learning Needs and Aggressive Behaviour in the Incorrect Placement
 ,The purpose of this paper is to provide practitioners with appropriate and beneficial information regarding a child’s rights during a period of challenging and aggressive behaviour, whilst having additional learning needs. Links to the UNCRC and other legislations and requirements in Wales will be used throughout.
The Welsh Government introduced the United Nation Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 2011. The UNCRC sets out the rights that children are entitled to, articles 1-42 being based on the child and articles 43-54 being based on the implementation of these articles. 





Article 28
Article 28 of the UNCRC states that every child has the right to be educated. Regardless of race, gender or disability. 
The UNCRC states that it is the governments job to support children in education, ensure that teachers are not using violence against children and focus on reducing dropout rates from school. The National Minimum Standards makes a link between article 28 and aim 2 of the Seven Core Aims. As aim 2 ensures that children are provided with support to be able to access secondary education and learning opportunities such as essential personal and social skills. Settings should revisit the articles to gain extra information and ensure that they are following them thoroughly. 
UNICEF UK  - Shows us that article 28 ties with article 29 as they focus on not only a child’s right to an education but the quality and content of it too. They highlight that the convention must be seen altogether and articles 28 and 29 should not be looked at separately.  The general comment on the aims of education says that education must be child-centred and include life skills as well as literacy and numeracy. These life skills can include social relationships and responsibilities, the ability to make well-balanced decisions and the ability to resolve conflicts. 
Education Act 1996 – The Education Act 1996 puts a legal responsibility of ensuring that children attend and receive full time education, on parents and carers of children aged 5-16. Due to the act it is now a criminal offence for children to be taken out of school without the school’s authorization. Additionally, the Human Rights Act 1998 states that by law, everybody is entitled to an education and no person should be told otherwise. 













Article 6
Article 6 of the UNCRC states that all children have the right to develop, be supported and grow to their full potential. The National Minimum Standards portrays that aim 3 of the Seven Core Aims supports article 6 as it places and emphasis on the importance that all children need to be provided with social, emotional, physical and mental development all while being protected from any form of exploitation and all forms of abuse. 
Observation and Planning – From observing children it allows us to identify their development, interests and behaviour. Observations allow for planning to be centred around the individuals needs, giving them a chance to reach their full potential. Each child learns differently and will need the use off different support and resources, therefore a learning style that its suitable to the child’s needs can be put into place. By doing this, it gives the child a better chance of reaching the targets that are expected of them. The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that settings must cater for each child’s individual needs and by completing observations first this is possible. Therefore, for a child dealing with additional educational needs and aggressive behaviour, practitioners planning appropriate activities to support these needs may make them feel more relaxed and content. 
CSSIW – State that all settings must ensure they understand and recognise children’s rights and help them towards reaching their potential as individuals. 
Foundation Phase Framework (2015) – The Foundation Phase framework states that practitioners must plan appropriately around children’s developmental needs, in order for them to grow into confident and independent learners. It suggests that it is essential for children to have access to a variety of resources and opportunities to be able to express themselves fully and apply their imagination in a purposeful way.  
 










Article 3
Article 3 of the UNCRC states that adults should always do what is best for the child. When making choices that affect children, adults should take their best interests into consideration. 
The UNCRC portrays that adults such as parents/guardians or teachers should ensure that children are protected and cared for, consider their best interests during any decision-making processes and take into account what is best for them each day. Similarly, adults in positions of power, such as those who work in the Government have the responsibility of ensuring that groups who protect and care for children are doing so correctly. 
Effective Communication – Effective partnership with the child’s family and any outside agencies involved allows information and any findings regarding the child to be shared, which builds a bigger picture of the child’s needs. This is important as it can be useful in helping to support them. Every Child Matters portrays that by improving information sharing between agencies, it allows for all local authorities involved to have a list of each child and some background information on them. Including things like the services each child has regular contact with, services each child has had previous contact with and the details of relevant professionals who continue to work with them.  
National Minimum Standards – Aim 1 of the Seven Core Aims, links to article 3 of the UNCRC as it emphasises an importance in all children having a flying start in life, with the best possible basis for their future growth and development. The Foundation Phase Framework (2015)  also wants to ensure that all children have a good starting point for them to grow and develop.   
Children Act 1989 – States that all children have the right to be protected from harm and it is practitioner’s role to make sure that all children are having their welfare and developmental needs met. 



Conclusion
To conclude, it is good practice to follow the UNCRC as it provides clear guidelines on how to provide children with the right support and care, whilst respecting their rights and taking their views into consideration. It is important for practitioners to plan appropriately, by following the National Framework and planning around each child’s individual needs. By doing this it allows children to grow to their full potential. 


Article 2
Article 2 of the UNCRC states that all children have the rights of the convention no matter what and no child should be discriminated against. Types of discrimination may include sexism, racism and discrimination against the disabled. 
Every Child Matters – Informs us that the Government has made amendments to the law, to ensure that people with special educational needs have a stronger right to be educated in a mainstream school unless it is against the wishes of their parent. An example of this may be, where a parent believes that their child would benefit from a provision that is more suitable to the child’s needs. (The Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001). The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice points out that all children must be included regardless of need or ability and are entitled to positive and inclusive attitudes from those around them. (Dowling 2014)
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 – Puts new responsibilities on Local Education Authorities to ensure that parents of children with SEN (Special Educational Needs) are provided with services which offer advice and information. The act has also put a new duty on schools and educational providers to inform parents/carers with any decisions they are making and/or are going to be making regarding special educational provision for their child. 
National Minimum Standards – The Welsh Government has drawn up Seven Core Aims based on the UNCRC. Aim 5 backs up article 2 of the UNCRC and ensures that children are shown and treated with respect, their views are heard and acted upon and any religious or cultural views and acknowledged. Standard 4 of the National Minimum Standards focuses on meeting individual needs of children. It states that each child’s individual needs, including any special education needs and disabilities are planned for and provided for. It is the registered persons duty to ensure that the current Code of Practice for SEN for Wales is followed. 
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