Student number 2501327
Word count 2002
Module code ECEY5004
Language and Literacy in the digital age
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of the assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work, I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used which I may be asked to provide as evidence.

This section will reflect on the narrator's storytelling, discuss why story telling is important for children particularly from the ages of birth until the child seventh birthday, and explore how stories can support children's development in digital literacy. Rahiem (2021) says that teachers that are reading to their children are using a very powerful resource and an effective tool that is at their disposal to help the children to develop, learn and improve their literacy and language skills. Schwartz and Sparks (2019) suggests that storytelling is important because it helps children develop their language and communication skills. Through stories, children are exposed to new words that can help expand their vocabulary, sentence structures and different ways of expressing ideas. This supports and promotes their understanding of spoken language, which is essential for learning to read. Stories also help children connect words with meanings and helps them develop background knowledge and improve listening and comprehension skills. Sharing stories with adults encourages conversation, allowing children to practise language through interaction. Dubiel (2022) explains storytelling is important for children under seven because it supports the development of their language, vocabulary and communication skills. Listening to stories exposes children to new words, sentence structures and different ways of expressing ideas, helping them develop their understanding of language. It also encourages children to use their imagination, ask questions and make connections between the story and their own experiences. These skills support children’s listening and comprehension abilities, which are essential for learning to read and write. Storytelling can also make learning enjoyable and encourage children to develop a positive interest in books and reading.
The first skill demonstrated by the narrator was audience engagement. They encouraged the children to answer questions about the story, think about what might happen next and discuss the illustrations in the book. This made the storytelling experience interactive and helped maintain the children’s interest. Celinska (2023) discusses the work of Lev Vygotsky and his sociocultural theory, which is particularly relevant to this skill. The theory highlights the importance of social interaction in children’s learning and development. Vygotsky believed that children develop their understanding through interactions with others, particularly adults who support their learning. This relates to the narrator’s approach, as asking questions and encouraging participation provided opportunities for children to share ideas and develop their communication skills. Creating an interactive storytelling experience can also support children’s language development, vocabulary and comprehension, making learning enjoyable and meaningful. Maureen, van der Meij and de Jong (2020) says that engaging children during storytelling can also support the development of early literacy skills. Research that explored structured storytelling found that storytelling that is combined with play-based activities significantly improved children’s literacy and digital literacy skills. This suggests that when the narrator actively involved the children by asking them questions, encouraging predictions and discussing the pictures in the book, they were creating opportunities for the children to develop their language, comprehension and understanding of stories. Finally, by making storytelling interactive and enjoyable, adults can encourage children to participate in literacy activities and develop a positive interest in books and reading. 
Page (2022) highlights the importance of finding a balance between adults engaging with children and allowing them time to think and express themselves independently. During storytelling, it is important for the narrator to involve children by asking questions and encouraging them to share their ideas, while also giving them time to listen and enjoy the story. If the narrator does too much talking, children may have fewer opportunities to develop their own thoughts and communicate with others, on this reflection of the narrator they engaged with the audience just the right amount to let them think but also speak. Allowing children enough time to think, process information and express themselves supports their cognitive development, language skills and brain development. When practitioners give children time to respond to questions without rushing them, children can organise their thoughts, make connections between ideas and develop their understanding. This links to the Curriculum for Wales, which emphasises the importance of supporting children’s communication, language development and learning through meaningful interactions and play. By allowing children time to think and speak, practitioners create an environment where children feel confident to share their ideas, ask questions and develop their understanding at their own pace (Welsh Government, 2022). Therefore, effective storytelling involves creating opportunities for children to participate by asking questions, sharing their thoughts and predicting what might happen next, without interrupting the flow of the story. This helps maintain children’s attention and interest, preventing them from becoming bored or disengaged. Encouraging children to contribute also supports the development of their confidence, communication skills and understanding, as they learn to express their opinions, listen to others and respond to questions. Furthermore, this approach links to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), particularly Article 12, which states that children have the right to express their views and have them taken seriously, and Article 13, which supports their right to freedom of expression (UNICEF UK, 2019). By giving children opportunities to share their ideas during storytelling, practitioners can create an inclusive and supportive learning environment where children feel valued, listened to and confident to participate. 
Although Bates (2026) highlights how using props during storytelling can support children's language development and communication skills, the narrator did not use any props to bring the story to life. As a result, children may have found it difficult to connect the words being used with objects they encounter in everyday life. Using objects or puppets could have helped make the characters and events more realistic, while providing children with visual aids to support their understanding. This could have made the storytelling experience more interactive and engaging, particularly for younger children who benefit from visual stimulation, as pictures and illustrations can help them understand the story, develop their language skills and maintain their attention. Using visual resources can also support children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), as some children may require extra support to understand information, communicate their ideas and participate fully in activities. Giving visual aids alongside the verbal storytelling can help make learning more accessible and inclusive for children with ALN, allowing children with different learning needs to engage with the story at their own pace (Welsh Government, 2021). Therefore, bringing in and including props could have been an area for improvement for the narrator to enhance children's imagination, understanding and enjoyment of the story.
Another skill the narrator used well was pausing and pacing. The narrator used pauses effectively, allowing the children time to process the information and understand what was happening in the story. Shuster (n.d.) explains that well-placed pauses help listeners absorb information and draw attention to important points. This is relevant to the narrator's storytelling because pausing at appropriate moments can give children time to think about the events, anticipate what might happen next and understand new vocabulary. The narrator's use of pauses also helped maintain the flow of the story without rushing through important details, allowing the children to follow the narrative at a suitable pace. Pausing can also support children's oracy skills, as it gives them time to formulate their thoughts and prepare to express their ideas verbally. 
 The National Literacy Trust (n.d.) defines oracy as the ability to express thoughts, feelings and ideas verbally, while also listening to, understanding and responding to others. It involves developing children's speaking and listening skills so they can communicate effectively and confidently with others, regardless of their background, accent or language. This links to the narrator's storytelling because allowing pauses gives children opportunities to think about the story and prepare responses to questions, rather than feeling rushed to answer. By giving the children enough time to process the information, the narrator supported their ability to participate in conversations and express their own ideas. 
Oracy is important because it helps children develop their speaking and listening skills, which support their learning and future academic success (English-Speaking Union, n.d.). Strong language skills allow children to express their thoughts, which is important because it helps them share their ideas, feelings and needs. They help children understand others; this is important because it allows them to follow instructions and learn from people around them. Language skills help children develop relationships, which is important because it supports social interaction, friendships and a sense of belonging. They also help children build confidence when communicating, which is important because children feel more comfortable participating in activities, asking questions and expressing themselves (Artis Foundation, 2023). This is relevant to the narrator because creating opportunities for children to respond during storytelling can help them practise communicating in a supportive environment. Oracy also supports children's literacy development, as children who can understand and use language effectively are better equipped to develop their reading and writing skills. Therefore, the narrator's use of pauses and pacing may support children's language development by giving them time to listen carefully, understand the story and think about the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
Furthermore, Bowlby's attachment theory is relevant to the narrator's approach because it highlights the importance of secure relationships in children's emotional development. Cherry (2026) explains Bowlby's work on attachment, which emphasises the importance of the bond between children and their caregivers. In a storytelling environment, a calm, patient and supportive adult can help children feel comfortable and confident when participating. The narrator's use of pauses and an appropriate pace may contribute to creating a positive environment in which children feel that they have enough time to think and respond without pressure. When children feel safe and supported by adults, they may be more willing to express their ideas, ask questions and participate in learning experiences. This links to attachment theory because children's sense of security can support their confidence to explore and engage with the world around them. Although pausing and pacing alone do not establish a secure attachment, the narrator's supportive approach can help create an environment that encourages children's participation and communication. 
Another important storytelling skill is the narrator’s use of tone of voice, facial expressions and gestures. Changing the tone, pitch and volume of their voice can bring characters to life, communicate emotions and maintain children's attention (Arré Voice, 2026). This can help the children to develop their imagination, recognise emotions and improve their listening and comprehension skills. This is important because it helps children understand the story, remain engaged and develop their communication skills. It also links to digital literacy, as children experience voice modulation in digital stories, audiobooks and animations, helping them understand how sound can communicate meaning and influence an audience, a skill that can support them as they grow up. Voice modulation is an important skill for adults to have for when speaking to children. University of Reading (2023) explains that  research shows that a teacher or adults tone of voice can really affect children’s behaviour, confidence and willingness to communicate. A supportive, calm and encouraging tone can help children feel safe, respected and more willing to participate, whereas a harsh or controlling tone may make the children feel really uncomfortable and less confident about expressing themselves. This is important in storytelling because children should feel comfortable answering questions, share their ideas and discussing their feelings. Therefore, using a positive and expressive tone of voice can help create an enjoyable, supportive learning environment and encourage children’s communication and emotional development. 

In conclusion, storytelling is an important tool for supporting children’s development from birth to seven years, particularly in language, communication, imagination, emotional understanding and early literacy skills. Reflecting on the narrator’s storytelling has highlighted the importance of audience engagement, pausing and pacing, and using tone of voice. Although the narrator used effective techniques to encourage children’s participation, using props could have further enhanced their understanding and imagination and improved the childrens experience of the story. Storytelling can also support digital literacy by helping children understand how words, sounds and images communicate meaning through digital stories and animations. Overall, effective storytelling allows practitioners and adults around the child to create positive learning experiences that can improve children’s confidence, encourage communication and develop a positive interest in reading and learning.
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