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Welcome to the quick introduction to your main quality principles documents for our degrees. UWTSD, like all universities in Wales, adheres to and is monitored by the Quality Assurance Agency. This might change in the future depending on the Welsh Government's Commission for Tertiary Education and Research, but for now, we follow the QAA code and framework. The Quality Assurance Agency is an independent charity that focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality and standards of higher education in the UK. They work with higher education providers, regulatory bodies, and students to ensure that the education delivered meets high standards. A key part of its role is to review how providers of higher education maintain their academic standards and quality. It also periodically reviews institutions. It is a requirement of all UWTSD degrees to comply with the UK Quality Code for Higher Education and adhere to the Qualifications Framework, and you can find the full details of that in the AQH under chapter four. I have given you the reference here. So a UWTSD award must follow three main quality elements: the UK quality code for higher education, which has been updated for 2024; the frameworks for higher education qualifications; and the Credit and Qualification Framework for Wales. Finally, the QA subject benchmark for the subject under consideration.
The new UK quality code was published in 2024. It identifies 12 principles, each with several key practices. Most of these key practices are relevant to institutions as a whole in terms of quality processes and procedures, but many have immediate and considerable effects on program design and delivery. The main one for our purposes is principle 11, teaching and learning. Here on this slide, you will see the main key practices from the other principles at a quick glance. Although you should try to read the whole of the quality code, it's not a very big document. Principle 11 is of particular importance for our purposes. Please consider these key practices carefully and how they affect your practice at program and module level. Feel free to just pause the video now and read.
The frameworks for higher education qualifications of UK degree-awarding bodies identify the characteristics of graduates at different levels, starting from level four and the CertHE. Please remember that the frameworks consider each level on its own, not just as a scalable ladder to achieve a bachelor's. What is essential here is that the student who graduates with a CertHE must fulfill the conditions of the CertHE, even if that graduation is unintended. So even if the student cannot progress, the frameworks identify three sets of requirements for each level: the demonstrable skills and knowledge, the abilities of the graduates, and the qualities and transferable skills. On the Moodle page, you will find a quick view of levels 4 to 7 document. That document sets these sets of requirements side by side on a level-by-level basis, making it easier to see the progression and differences between the levels.
The subject benchmark statements describe the nature of study and the academic standards expected of graduates in specific subject areas. They show what graduates might reasonably be expected to know, do, and understand at the end of their studies. Since 2022, QAA has been updating subject benchmark statements to incorporate consideration of how practice within disciplines addresses the wider social goals of equality, diversity, and inclusivity; education for sustainable development; the requirements of disabled students; and enterprise and entrepreneurship. Please remember that if your benchmark has not been updated yet, you still need to consider these issues as part of the curriculum review.
The updated subject benchmarks look different. If you have not read a subject benchmark in some time, you will find the presentation of information rather different. Each of the updated benchmarks will have an exposition of the relationship of the subject with each of the four specific elements: equality and diversity, sustainable development, the requirements of disabled students, and enterprise entrepreneurship. It will also include subject-specific design issues, as well as the necessary or expected content of a degree in the subject. Towards the end, you will find the benchmark standards. Different benchmarks will present this in slightly different formats. The main focus, however, will be on bachelor's degrees, although some benchmarks do include comments on level seven, that's the master's. Most of the benchmarks will also include three sets of standards. Note all of them are for bachelor's degrees, but they differentiate between the classes. So the threshold is effectively a pass. The typical will be for the 2:2 and 2:1, and the excellent for first-class results.
To facilitate discussion in the training session, please go through the materials available on Moodle. These will be the quality code, please focus on principle 11. Then the frameworks, which you are encouraged to read in their entirety if you have the time. But if you don't, there is the Quick View document and the relevant subject benchmark or benchmarks for your subject.
Thank you.

