Activity 4: What makes a good conclusion? 
Just as your introduction is the first impression your reader will have of your writing, your conclusion is the last. A good conclusion will show that you have successfully answered the question or completed the task set. 
A good conclusion should:

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]be more than just a summary. It should be a thoughtful end to a piece of writing; for example, by applying what you have written to the outside world.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]emphasize or reinforce your main ideas, but with your ideas restated in a fresh way: don't use the same language again. You should refer back to your introduction, either with key words or parallel concepts and images.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]fit in with the rest of the assignment. Different types of writing require different types of conclusion. A short piece will probably not require extensive restatement of your main points, whereas a longer piece probably will.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]perhaps include a provocative question or two; evoke vivid images or use quotations if appropriate.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]if appropriate, suggest results or consequences or make a call for some sort of action.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]make predictions or suggest solutions, again if appropriate.
A good conclusion should NOT:

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]include completely new ideas. If they're important, include them in your main text.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]be apologetic! Be confident with what you say: avoid phrases such as: "I may not be an expert .." or "At least this is my opinion"
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]focus on minor points.
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]qualify the impact of any previous points.

Many tutors would argue that the conclusion is the most important part of your writing. It is where you can demonstrate once and for all that you are in control of your ideas and material and that you have thought of the implications and issues involved. Don't worry if writing your conclusion leads you to re-writing other parts of your text. This is in fact a good sign!



Look at the conclusion below:

In this essay, I have suggested that developing academic skills, such as research, writing and critical thinking skills, prepares future health and social care professionals for some of the tasks they will need to undertake in employment. Any individual worker is part of a complex system that is facing challenges due to changes in the population, major health conditions, inequalities, the distribution of resources and technologies including the availability of vast quantities of information. Developing skills in managing and using some of that information will enable professionals to do their best for people needing care.  

What is the purpose of each sentence?
1.  

2.  

3.  

How could this conclusion be improved?
·  
· 




Look at the conclusion from one of the student essays in the Cottrell (2019) book (from the same essay as the first introduction above). 

This essay has examined some of the key ethical issues relevant to the use of  human stem cells in research. In considering the benefits of stem cell therapy, it indicates that the evidence for clinical efficacy is still rather limited. Moreover, the hope that stem cells will lead to cures for serious illness and injury has led to unrealistic reporting of achievements, which in turn has led some people to seek experimental treatments with little evidence that they will be successful. There is agreement between many key figures that stem cell therapy holds great potential to benefit human well-being. When this potential is aligned with good regulation that supports high quality clinical research and helps to manage expectations, then the benefits of stem cell research could be said to outweigh the negative ethical implications. 
(Cottrell, 2019, p.339)


Why is this a good conclusion? (You may wish to open the Cottrell (2019) book to skim the whole essay.)
·  
· 

Homework
Try to find time to read the essays on pages 337-341 in Cottrell (2019) and 
the advice on writing essays.
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