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Introduction 

This paper is going to outline the benefits of multilingualism within early years. Bilingualism is defined by Lightbrown and Spada as  ‘The ability to use more than one language. The word itself does not specify the degree of proficiency in either language.’ Why it is important to teach children languages in their first year, what happens to children that grow up with more than one language. It will look into the best ways to support children with welsh as an additional language and English as an additional language. It will also evaluate the welsh activity that was completed for this topic.

In today’s society having more that one language is becoming more common. Vince (2016) ‘Around the world, more than half of people – estimates vary from 60 to 75 per cent – speak at least two languages’  in fact, he goes on the say that many countries have more than one official language, for example south Africa has 11 national languages.

Beyene (2012) states that ‘only 38% of Brits speak a foreign language (compared to 56% of Europeans).’ Is there a correlation between speaking other languages and decreased racism? Osborne (2015) states that ‘A poll recently found 47% of Britons want refugees to be sent home regardless of where they come from.’

Osborne (2015) says that ‘ the world is in a global refugee crisis’ the last time this many people were displaced due to safety concerns was world war 2. There are increasingly more Syrian refugee families in wales. The BBC (2015) ‘The UK government has promised to accept 20,000 Syrians over five years, with about 1,000 coming to Wales’ all of the refugees in wales will be required to learn English.

Travel being more common and affordable also means that immigration rates are high. Cities and towns are becoming more multicultural than previously, and there are many different languages spoken within families living in wales.  This means that there is great sharing of cultures, foods and traditions. This cultural diversity can often decrease racism.

Key benefits to children who are bilingual/multilingual 


Vince (2019)  -‘ There are many benefits to being multilingual, including educational, social, cultural’ he goes on to say ‘Multilingualism has been shown to have many social, psychological and lifestyle advantages. Moreover, researchers are finding a swathe of health benefits from speaking more than one language, including faster stroke recovery and delayed onset of dementia.’

Acquiring another language can also have Economic benefits. We have had better links with Europe until recently and open employment borders has meant that all with more than one language will experience greater chance of employment internationally. Till (2015) says that the university of nottingham’s career service realises that multinational companies are prioritising students that are bilingual.

However, Beyene (2015) says that ‘You don't need to be fluent in a second-tongue to boost your chances in the job market. The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) found that 74% of employers recruit applicants with conversational ability rather than those who are word perfect. They believe this can "help break the ice, deepen cultural understanding, and open business access to new markets."

This could suggest that someone with GCSE French could prove more useful to a multinational company that someone who is fluent in welsh.

Hommel et al (2011) says that ‘Increasing evidence suggests that speaking more than one language does not only improve one’s verbal skills but also more general, non-linguistic cognitive abilities’ they go on to say that bilinguals have been proven to have better problem solving , skills that monolinguals.

Research also shows that bilingualism can increase divergent thinking.’
divergent thinking can be defined  ‘creative thinking that may follow many lines of thought and tends to generate new and original solutions to problems’


English as an additional language.

NALDIC, (2012) states that a child with English as an additional language needs to do a few things to help them integrate into the language. This includes enraging in learning within the school curriculum, socialising with other children in English and learning the ‘social practices of the classroom’

There are several policies relevant to children and language in the UNCRC. The UNCRC contains article 13, which states that children have rights to freedom of expression, they can ‘seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds’
Article 28 says that all children have the right to education no matter where they are from, what their gender, race, ability is etc. Article 2 of the UNCRC says that all children should be free from direct and indirect discrimination.

Welsh as an additional language

 Another policy that talks about language is The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. This is a long term strategy for wales. One of the goals is  ‘a wales of vibrant culture and thriving welsh language’  this is to increase the amount of welsh spoken in wales over time

Welsh Language Development, (2008) state that ‘Children in the Foundation Phase should acquire and absorb Welsh through a holistic curriculum, through structured play’ they suggest that the language skills already learned in the first language will support the development of skills in the second language.

Welsh in education action plan 2017-21points out some of the positive things that have been done by the government over the last 7 years to preserve the welsh language and support education in the welsh medium. This includes:
- Commissioning 430 projects to develop welsh learning resources for 38 subject areas
- Giving funding to local authorities in order to raise the standards of teaching in welsh.
- Supporting trainee teachers to raise their confidence levels so they can teach in welsh
- Collaborating with Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol, they introduced the welsh language skills certificate
- Doing research to find out about immersion education
- Supporting young people to speak welsh at school and socially through the welsh language charter

There has been worries that the welsh language is being pushed too much at school and primary school children are being punished for speaking English Ford Rojas (2012). Ford Rojas describes parents’ concerns in a news article. ‘The email said that in one school a pupil was told to “move to England” if she wanted to speak English in the playground while a parent at another school was told “to stop reading to her child in English at bedtime as it was hampering the child’s learning in Welsh”. Another pupil was said to have been told: “Children like you are making the Welsh language die out.’ This bullying behaviour is unlikely to inspire anyone to enjoy welsh. These concerns in Ceredigion also describe a 6 year old not being allowed to go to the toilet as they were not able to ask in welsh. It also says that some children then refuse to speak English at home as they fear getting into trouble.

The Activity

The activity was reading a story book in welsh followed by nursery rhymes. 

Hill (2011) advocates nursery rhymes and songs as a good way for children to increase language skills and suggests that parents sing to their children daily to avoid language problems in the future. She says ‘Too much emphasis in the early years is placed on reading, writing and numeracy, and not enough on the benefits of singing,’

Blythe (2011) agrees, she says

Singing traditional lullabies and nursery rhymes to babies and infants before they learn to speak, is "an essential precursor to later educational success and emotional wellbeing", she goes on to say that nursery rhymes are present in every culture and help children learn the inflections of that language. Babies are especially receptive when the songs are being sung by a parent.
 
Conclusion

To conclude, many people around the world speak more than one language, travel is more common as is immigration. There are many benefits to speaking more than one language, including economic, social. For children growing up speaking multiple languages there are developmental benefits, they are found to have higher levels of creativity and better problem-solving skills. Policy dictates that all children have a right to education, no matter where they are from, and in wales there are many strategies to increase the amount of welsh spoken in schools. However some parents find that in practice, Children are being bullied into speaking welsh and are punished for speaking the language they know, which does not help to inspire them.
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