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Discuss a range of factors that influence children’s behaviour (both positively and negatively) in a learning environment. – 1500 Words
 According to Bennett(2017) behaviour is an ever increasing issue in education and behaviour management is imperative to the smooth running of any educational setting. However, children are all different there are many different reasons that could impact children resulting in them behaving in a particular way (pearson schools and fe colleges) .  This assignment will specifically explore how the personal life of a child can impact on their behaviour in an educational setting both positively and negatively. Touching on many aspects of personal life  including the basic needs of a child, adverse childhood experiences, bereavement, separation,  sleep and routines and managing screen time. Through this assignment there will be discussions on the theory of behaviourism and a few of the theorists linking these theories to current interventions in place to manage behaviour effectively. Children have a right to an inclusive education so it is important that there are a number of behaviour management strategies in place as one size does not fit all and as previously discussed there are many factors that may impact behaviour. Schools are also required to have a behaviour policy showing pupils what kind of behaviour is expected of them and what the sanctions will be for anybody not adhering to these rules. Additional pressure has been added to current times during the Covid-19 Pandemic have been particularly difficult as there are many more rules and expectations this is also having a negative effect on the behaviour of pupils.

 According to (Darling-Hammond, 2020)Behaviour is the difference between having a well behaved class of students learning, developing their mind and broadening their skill set to a poorly behaved class struggling to take in new ideas, feeling anxious about what they are trying to figure out while there is distribution in the background. (Cowley, 2010) The key to success is good behaviour management having the ability to teach a subject to a classroom of pupils and have the power to control the behaviours in the room. This is no easy task and there are many strategies that has been developed to aid with this. However, you will need to find the combination best suited to the group of children that you are working with as some strategies may not work as well for different groups of children taking into consideration ages and abilities. Oscar Wilde once said ‘The best way to make children good is to make them happy’. This statement is most certainly true but the question is how can you make a full class of children happy? (Morgan & Ellis, 2011). In the UK in 2018 the statistics show that an average sized comprehensive school classroom was 21.7 pupils (Education, 2019). In a classroom of this size there will certainly be a variety of backgrounds and different issues in each child’s personal life. Although, not all children will have issues. The task is deciphering which pupils need the additional support in managing their behaviour in the classroom and trying to judge what issues these children maybe facing outside of school without being judgemental. (Cowley, 2010)
There are many factors that influence a child’s behaviour however, this assignment is looking at only one of these areas and that is the personal issues that children are faced  with that have an impact on their behaviour in the classroom. (Higgins, 2020) Suggests that home environment, lack of routine and basic care, learned behaviour, changes at home, behaviour issues and health are the person factors that impact children’s ability to learn effectively and play a role in the negative behaviour of children in the classroom. Expanding on home environment (Jaffee & Et Al, 2021) states that research has shown that a chaotic home environment could lead to poor cognition and behaviour, overcrowding also plays a part in a chaotic homelife resulting in less time to help children in their learning process. Another aspect is lack of routine and basic care. (NSPCC, 2021) suggests that children that suffer neglect at home whereby they are not getting regular meals, enough to drink, enough sleep and generally not a very pleasant home environment will display certain behaviours. They will have less ability to engage in learning often leaving them feeling frustrated and helpless this may result in poor behaviour in the classroom again displaying negative behaviour that they have endured themselves shouting, swearing and aggression towards others. In addition to this learned behaviours can also be problematic in a classroom environment, from right back to the early years stages of education children learn how to react to new situations from observing their caregivers at home. A study has shown that a child will mimic the actions on a toy doll that their parents did. Parents that showed violence to the doll the child had mimicked when they had to doll (Heflick, 2021). (Wonders, 2021) says Big life changes also has a significant impact on behaviour examples of these are separation and divorce, bereavement, moving home, moving school, being taken into local authority care or a change of caregiver. Any of these changes can be detrimental to a child’s development evoking feelings of loneliness, abandonment and worthlessness in turn affecting the ability to learn and behave in an acceptable manner. Behavioural issues and health sometimes come together as many health implications can come with behavioural issues too whether that be part of the condition or disability or because the health issue is causing pain, discomfort or generally making things more difficult.
(Nall, 2021) States that most commonly the conditions that are linked with behavioural issues are anxiety disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), bipolar disorder, conduct disorder, delirium, dementia, depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, oppositional defiant disorder, postpartum depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), psychosis, schizophrenia and substance abuse.
However as discussed not all health conditions are behavioural some children may have disabilities and health conditions whereby pain, discomfort or time off school also contribute to behaviour issues. 
Behaviourism is a psychological theory initially studied in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s with studies undertaken by Psychologists such as Ivan Pavlov and Burrhus Fredrick Skinner. Although these theories are over 100 years old their findings are still used in behaviour management today (McLoed, 2021). Pavlov is best known for his research into unconscious reactions to events and adding in other aspects showing that he could remove the original stimulus and would still have the same reaction. This is better known as Classic conditioning and won Pavlov a Nobel Peace Prize in 1904. Skinner conducted his studies off the back of previous psychologists Ivan Pavlov and John Watson. Still using the theory that without much thought creates unconscious decisions can be made as the human brain creates reactions to certain things. Skinner undertook studies on rats presenting food when they were to press against a lever, this came to be known better as positive reinforcement. Skinner later went on to study the opposite adding electric fences to his rat boxes that gave the rats an electric shock when they touched them, this is now known as negative reinforcement. These again are conditioned responses. Throughout these studies it was clear that positive reinforcement had a much longer lasting affect and negative reinforcement could go the opposite way to what was intended whereby the subject would become complacent and not care about the negative action. (Bates, 2019)

The theory of behaviourism is used implemented in many schools behavioural policies through a variety of ways. Methods can be reward systems, positive reinforcement and giving praise for good behaviour and work produced as well as having non punitive punishment schemes in place to help the child make the right decision through discipline not harsh punishments that could have the opposite effect making behaviour worse. (Dowd, 2021) states ‘Behaviourism is no less relevant today than when introduced to schools in the 1950s by B.F. Skinner. According to Skinner, behaviour is a learned response reinforced by the consequences resulting from that behaviour. For instance, if students are rewarded for doing extra work, they're more likely to repeat that behaviour’. 
In conclusion there are many factors that impact a child’s behaviour in educational environments. The theory of behaviourism is still current and strategies devised in early 1900’s are still used daily. Behaviour will always be a major issue in schools that needs much care and attention to combat or even keep under control. Not every intervention will work with every child so in order to ensure that children have the best education possible it is crucial that there are versatile policies, procedures and interventions in place to support every pupil inclusively. 
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