Self-directed learning activity BMDS7010-01
SPSS and The Dissertation Guidance Document

1. Get SPSS working on your machine
Work through the accompanying PDF instructions for requesting the statistical application SPSS – we are aiming that you can have the software available and then download and start to explore the coursework data files. Do within the next week and see points in the pdf if you run into problems. 

2. Have first read-through of the final year Dissertation Guidance (current version is on Moodle with this note)
Read through the dissertation guidance document. Don’t worry, you will be given much support on the selection pf but for now familiarise yourself with the requirements in the Guidance document. Updated versions will emerge and be notified to you. 

For the self-study 01, think about an indicative timeline* to think through when and how you will need to collect data. The timeline should be based on the expectations of the Guidance Document. 

*An “indicative timeline” is only a preliminary schedule that outlines what expected key milestones, phases, or deadlines would occur within a project, but with some flexibility. It serves as a guideline to get started rather than a fixed commitment, providing an estimated timeframe for tasks or deliverables. 

For context: this self-study begins the module BMDS7010, which includes several basic preparations for the challenges of delivering your final year project (and writing up an MSc dissertation about it). The actual project sits within module BMDS7005 (final year). You are assigned a supervisor who will help you develop an initial plan (part of this module’s BMDS7010 assignment) into a fuller plan for delivering your project. It’s all step-by-step. 

