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Title?? / question
An investigation into the concept of the ‘garden’ as the sacred landscape of the afterlife in Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Near East.

Statement of purpose
This project aims to study and investigate the ‘garden’ as the sacred landscape of the afterlife, and how this is reflected in the creation of sacred landscapes and areas in the Ancient Near East and Ancient Egypt. 
The paper will study the relationships between sacred landscapes in both Ancient Egypt and the Ancient near east, as well as analysing and understanding the similarities and differences between the two. 
It aims to understand the religious relationships between these cultures, 
and the correlation between the concepts of the garden, and the afterlife
It will take into account both physical, real-life gardens, and, mythological representations of the ideal
This will include analysis of plants, structures and wildlife depicted within the garden, the relationship between these aspects, and their symbolic function. In addition, it will take into account the differences across each culture’s climate, landscape, and native flora and fauna. 
This project will also understand and define what makes a garden in ancient Egypt, what makes a garden in the ancient near east, with the aim to develop and define an overarching definition of a garden as part of a religious landscape, and as part of the sacred landscape of the afterlife. 

Why significant
This project will further the understanding of the religious significance of gardens in Ancient Egypt and the ancient near east. In addition, it will aid the understanding of the sacred landscapes of the afterlife. Furthermore, it will help to outline the relationships between the two, and the comparisons that can be made. 

Gaps filled
The project should help to fill a gap in the research into the religious significance of gardens and gardening in the ancient ear east, and ancient Egypt, and in particular, in the context of the sacred landscapes of the afterlife. 

methodology
To reach these conclusions it will be necessary to use the archaeological analysis of sites, such as temple and garden ruins. This would also involve the analysis of remains found at the site, such as ruined structures and seeds or pollen deposits from plants.
Understanding the sacred landscape of the afterlife will involve further analysis of evidence, such as tomb wall paintings, like those at
Further research will include making comparisons between the two cultures, and between two or more sites. 
This will also involve searching for common and overarching themes across the depiction of sacred landscapes of the afterlife. This will include looking for patterns and similarities between the two cultures. 
The project will also involve applying the theory of XXX, and analysing how it relates to the investigation into the garden as the sacred landscape of the afterlife.  
The project will also include side by side analysis of sites and examples.

sources
The scope of the project requires a range of sources to be used. 
The use of tomb paintings, such as those at XXX will be particularly relevant, since they can give the most insight into what form the gardens of the sacred landscapes of the afterlife where believed to look like. Similar contemporary images would also be highly relevant. 
Also useful are myths and legends that describe the afterlife. Studying these would mean studying and analysing texts contemporary to the time that cover the myth surrounding the appearance of the afterlife.  
These include the archaeological record, in particular that which relates to specific sites in Egypt and the near east. Other archaeological sources include excavation plans, and drawings or reconstructions of structures such as a temple and attached garden or area of sacred landscape.  
Other sources will include modern writing in the topic, and on a range of related topics. 

results
This project aims to find, analyse and understand the similarities and differences between the gardens as the sacred religious landscape of Ancient Egypt and of the ancient near east. It aims to explain the relationships between the two, and patterns that occur, and also to understand the extent to which these two cultures have impacted each other, if at all, when it comes to how and why the sacred landscape of the afterlife is depicted as a garden. It also aims to understand to what extent the garden becomes a part of the sacred landscape of the landscape, and why this is the case.  
The project will also explain to what extent theory XXX is applicable

