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Introduction (150 WORDS)
Storytelling is a way of drawing children into a world of imagination. We can also use stories as a tool to help children overcome fears and cope with changes in their routines such as potty training, going to a new school or having a new sibling. Stories can be used to support children’s emotions when they are dealing with significant life changes.
Children are able to learn the concept of reading through listening to stories from birth, without the child or sometimes the readers knowledge that they are learning important language and literacy skills. Cognitive development is positively developed when a child has the ability to read and write. It encourages more in depth problem solving, the ability to think and the concept of understanding which can be grown from the basics.
The digital story that was recorded is of ‘We are going on a bear hunt’. The author of this is Michael Rosen.  It is a story that can be sung or read to children. Both envelop a child’s imagination and draws them in easily when telling them the story. They can be included in the story telling and they can join in with the actions and sounds that are made. 
The second story that I read was Stickman. The author of this book is Julia Donaldson It is a very inclusive story that includes everybody when reading it. There is a lot of rhyming throughout this book and speech used that can allow a child to be enthralled with the story if the practitioner is telling it well and including the children throughout. 
The three story telling behaviours that will be focused on in this self-reflection are:
Actions/ Gestures
Volume and tone of readers voice
Point to text.

Main Body
Storytelling is seen as a positive way to encourage children to be able to understand their thoughts, feelings and emotions. It also allows children to gain greater understanding of emotion in their daily lives and challenges and ways to overcome some of these. This is seen to be done in a fairytale way which Bruno Bettelheim believed helps a child to be more aware and understanding of the world around them and the feelings these situations can create for the individual. 
The curriculum for Wales reflects on the importance of reading and how a child needs to be able to do basic tasks to allow for growth and development in other areas of learning. For example, if a child is able to balance, sit up or stand up alone they will be able to sit for longer and listen to a story, obviously there is a difference when a child has an additional need for example, ADHD and they struggle to sit still to focus on reading a book. This is where digital literacy may come in as it can draw children’s attention in a different way to that of the person reading a story. 
Reading is a key component to cognitive development and in the current world we live in this is something that children appear to be lacking in when it comes to developing their language and reading skills. This is according to research carried out by the OECD.
Children learn well when they are being told stories in rhymes. The rhythm of words allows children to retain the formations and sounds much better. They are able to pick up varying words and stories and articulate them better than if they were just told a story or information in one tone. Especially as many songs and rhymes are repetitive in both wording and tones of voice. These forms of interactions can be done by anybody who is around children from parents, carers and even their peers. Bowlbys Theory of serve and return reflects this by helping to build a bonding attachment with the positive interactions children have through sound and rhythm. 
It is also important throughout storytelling to allow children to understand and hear and see the emotions that the characters in the story may be feeling. For example, in Stickman, he is sad as he is not with his children and stick lady love. He is cold, sad, tired. These are all emotions that children should be able to feel and understand. This is seen throughout the story and the reader can emphasise on these by changing the tone of voice, doing actions, even asking the children their thoughts on why he is sad. This is serve and return conversation can create excellent opportunities for children to have positive interactions with those around them both peers and adult. It also promotes children having a voice to allow them to express their thoughts, feelings and opinions in a positive and safe space. 
Actions/ Gestures – Children use language to express themselves, this could be in varying forms such as pointing, talking and writing. Children are able to develop good understanding and make strong links to words when they see gestures to go with it. For example the reader does actions along with the song for ‘we are going on a bear hunt’ story. This allows children to understand parts of the story along with seeing the pictures. Children can see the practitioner saying over and the action to over, this is the same with going under it. This all builds children’s understanding of motions and meaning. 
Vygotsky believed that actions and gestures encouraged children’s learning and understanding of language and stories by helping to scaffold their vocabulary based on what was being read to them.
Piaget agrees with Vygotsky that there is a strong link between storytelling and gestures. This, allowing children to be able to easily link stories to the real life world when gestures are used. This was something Piaget believed helped to structure a child’s cognitive development and allow them to link things naturally to what could be happening around them and allows the child to easily connect the two.
 
Volume and tone of readers voice - According to Peck (1989) children who are read stories by the practitioner are able to develop their critical listening skills and children who are readers allow their peers to develop oral and written literacy by allowing them all to feel the same ways or similar and allows the children to have a greater understanding when read to by their peers. 
When telling a story in digital format the practitioner would need to know the story well and be more confident in reading or singing it to the children to allow them to form those links to the real world, possibly using props throughout or even dressing up to encourage the children to interact and join in naturally. 
Children are more likely to become drawn into a story when they feel like the story is brought to life infront of them. This is done by using the tone and volume of voice. 
The narrative of a story for children is so powerful and if they are engaged well and are able to animate to bring the story to life children will be able to understand the concept of the tale and will be able to relate it naturally to real life. 
This allows children to have a higher cognitive thinking and brain development. 


Repetition -
Upon reflection of this practice, the practitioner may feel they are able to follow up with activities based on the story, they may also want to repeat the story to ensure they understand it and allow the child to say parts of the story or sing parts of the song to allow them to have an element of control and develop their problem solving and critical listening skills.  
It is very clear to see that children who have early communication and story telling, singing and overall good oral interaction it will allow for children to progress positively in the right direction for them to be able to learn vital life skills, not just written and oral language and literacy but also be able to understand life events, feeling and emotions and know how to manage these.
[bookmark: _Int_exoX6oHO]Skinner believed that children thrive from repetition as this is when learning happens most productively. Skinner’s behaviourist theory believes that children’s language development is  learnt through operant conditioning. This is when a child sees a positive behaviour and repeats that positive behaviour or action and will then have more positive outcomes. If a child sees negative actions they will behave negatively leading to negative outcomes. 
There is a place for digital literacy and story telling in all settings but it needs to be used effectively to allow the children to benefit from this method. It also shouldn’t replace reading the ‘old fashioned way’ with a book. There is so much children can learn from both aspects of reading in the different formats. Oracy and written skills are prominent when being read a story from a book. 
Children are able to gain understanding from motions and actions better with digital potentially due to the reader having free hands to be able to do this. 
Children need to be able to understand the basics before they are able to learn to read and write. They should be able to understand basic speech to be able to develop and grow their knowledge, they would then need to be able to develop their use of language to allow them to grow from that basis. Once children have these basic elements, they are then able to start to read and write with a bit more ease. It will also build achild'ss confidence and allow them to learnat the pace they choose. 
  
Conclusion 
Overall, children thrive from having stories told to them from birth. It may appear they are not able to understand and see what is being spoken but they can actually learn so much from watching a parent speak, feeling the vibrations when you are holding them and they are able to see the motion of your mouth when speaking which encourages children to develop further. 
Children need to be able to have a good understanding of how to use speech and language before they are able to develop reading and writing skills. This is brought on by reading to children and encouraging them to join in and feel included.
The National Literacy Trust says that reading is powerful and that it offers comfort and reassurance to the child when reading stories, it allows them to feel part of a story, and interactions from the reader to the child throughout is focused and positive. 
The Welsh Curriculum has cross-curricular skills which are mandatory. These are literacy, digital competence and numeracy skills. By incorporating story telling in the children’s everyday routines will allow for them to develop in the mandatory areas naturally.
Every story a child has read to them gives them a moral message. This helps children to develop understanding of the world around them and the concepts, emotions and feelings of situations and people in and around them. Being read to also helps to give children a good moral compass that will help to ground them for their adult life. 
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