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🧬 1. Evolutionary Foundations
Darwinian Theory of Evolution
Natural selection
Shared ancestry between humans and animals
Cognitive and Emotional Continuity
Evidence of intelligence and emotions in animals
Evolution of social behaviour in species
⚖️ 2. Ethical Frameworks
Utilitarianism (e.g., Peter Singer)
Focus on minimising animal suffering
Equal consideration of interests
Deontology (e.g., Tom Regan)
Animals as ends in themselves
Rights-based approaches to animal treatment
Ecocentric and Biocentric Ethics
Valuing life and ecosystems intrinsically
🐾 3. Human-Animal Relationships
Domestication and Historical Interactions
Co-evolution with dogs, livestock, etc.
Shifting roles of animals (tools, companions, workers)
Industrialisation and Animal Exploitation
Factory farming
Animal testing and entertainment
🌍 4. Modern Ethical Concerns
Animal Rights Movements
Legislation and activism (e.g., banning fur farms)
Veganism and Dietary Ethics
Moral choice vs. cultural tradition
Conservation and Habitat Protection
Endangered species and biodiversity
🧪 5. Scientific and Technological Advances
Animal Consciousness Studies
Neuroscience and behavioural science
Alternatives to Animal Testing
In vitro testing, computer modelling
Synthetic Biology and Lab-Grown Meat
Reducing harm while meeting human needs
🤝 6. Future Directions and Philosophical Questions
Moral Status of Animals
What defines personhood or moral consideration?
Post-Humanism and the Animal Agency
Rethinking human dominance
Interdependence and Shared Planet Ethics
Mutual survival, climate ethics, and holistic care

image1.jpeg
Natural

Darwinian Theory of
selection

Evolution

Movements

/- % N
/The ethical and '\
| evolution animal |
relationship Cognitive and Evidence of intelligence and
4 Emotional Continuity emotions in animals

Utilitarianism

Animals as ends in
themselves

Veganism and Dietary Modern Ethical
Ethics Concerns

Ethical
Frameworks

Domestication and
Historical Interactions

Human-Animal

Deontology

Industrialization and

Animal Exploitation

Factory farming





