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[bookmark: _Toc213064472]1. Introduction
Critical thinking (CT) is mainly a blend of performance, attitude, and knowledge of every person. Interpretation, assumption recognition, deduction, perception, and assessment of logical reasoning are some of the CT skills. Golden (2023) opined that CT is a basic part of HE (Higher Education) learning and teaching across different disciplines. However, supporting students to strengthen CT skills can be challenging because of their prior educational experiences. The ability to process, CT, and evaluate past data with new data results from an inductive and deductive approach to solving issues. The main purpose of this assignment is to analyse the concept of CT and its importance in academic success. Additionally, one strategy for applying or developing CT in academic contexts will be discussed. 
[bookmark: _Toc213064473]2. Definition of critical thinking 
According to Southworth (2022), critical thinking is characterised as rational, introspective thought that centres on making decisions about actions or beliefs. CT guides action and belief, which prompts the gathering of viewpoints, which is the mainstream idea of CT. Dwyer (2023) opined that CT is a metacognitive process made up of several dispositions and abilities that increase the likelihood of coming up with a successful (logical) solution to a problem by self-regulatory, deliberate, reflective judgment. In the field of education, CT has been found as a desired result, as it improves a more in-depth understanding of data, less reliance on heuristic thinking and cognitive bias, and better decision-making and judgment. Through explicit, targeted instruction, CT skills can be improved. 
[bookmark: _Toc213064474]3. Importance of critical thinking 
CT is the capability of thinking reasonably and clearly about what to believe or do. In the opinion of Raj et al. (2022), CT explains the potential to utilise these strengths to real-world issues that are not self-governing. Through the use of CT skills, people can gain better knowledge about themselves. For example, students can get the knowledge about their competencies, strengths, and weaknesses through the use of CT. This skill also allows people to be less emotional, objective, and more open-minded. Therefore, CT skills help people to value the opinions and ideas of others. According to Okolie et al. (2022), CT is crucial for academic success because it engages students with researching, developing content and thinking skills. For example, in academic writing, students should compare arguments, analyse theories, and conclude instead of just explaining or summarising data. In this case, CT enables this analytical procedure, which allows students to detect logical aspects, evaluate sources, and develop real viewpoints. Batdı et al. (2024) CT has emerged as a crucial element and vital learning tool in today’s education. This is the thinking way that permits students to perform detailed research by offering learning experiences. Students who primarily utilise it are more likely to be open to all innovation types and do research, which is driven by the desire to identify the cause of the issue that they face.  However, given the significance of raising people who can utilise CT as a part of their life, there is a strong requirement for educational institutions to be more organised in this regard. 
[bookmark: _Toc213064475]4. Critical thinking strategy
One strategy for developing CT skills is inquiry-based learning. Teachers mainly expect that their students should be interested in their academics. As per the view of Sharma et al. (2022), Inquiry-based learning is considered as an effective technique that helps to engage students in their academics or learning process while also forcing them to utilise CT skills. This technique asks students about their needs, wants, or preferences. In this case, students can also prepare questions that they intend to be answered as the 1st phase of Inquiry-based learning. People want their kids to be capable of gathering more data that is needed, and thinking skills (higher-order). By applying the Inquiry-based learning technique in education, students can learn to think beyond surface meanings and identify their own preferences. For instance, when they want to review an academic article, a study may question the strength of the evidence, the research purpose, or any potential bias. They can easily ask this question during Inquiry-based learning classes. 
[bookmark: _Toc213064476]5. Conclusion
From the above discussion, it is found that CT is an important part of academic success. This is because it allows students to engage in detailed research, evaluate information, and make arguments. The use of Inquiry-based learning strategies can be highly impactful for students, as it helps to solve their queries and gain better knowledge. 
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