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Executive Summary
The academic report is willing to underline the importance of the Virtual Learning Environment for the students that due to Covid-19 were supposed to use the VLE more often than before. Because of this, there will be analyzed the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment on a group of students through a questionnaire conducted by the author of this report. Within the report there will also be included the disadvantages and advantages of the VLE from a general perspective based on credible academic sources. Further, there will be done an analysis of the survey’s results in order to have a more clear image about the impact of VLE on students along with interpretations. A conclusion will be drawn at the end of the report as a summary of it and final thoughts. The Appendix will contain the Questionnaire that will be conducted online via e-mail. 

Introduction
 
The Virtual Learning Environment is a space designed for learning virtually as its name says. Furthermore, the VLE is a new tool introduced in the modern learning by schools and Universities due to the fact that it enables students to learn remotely. The concept of Virtual Learning Environment is not meant the virtual space to replace the real life learning but it is an alternative and a tool of enhancing the learning process. In matter of facts, the Virtual Learning Environment is adds value for the traditional learning which means that it expands the opportunities of the students to stimulate their imagination in order to better understand the things learnt during traditional learning. (Firefly, 2022)
Furthermore, is important to mention the aspects that the Virtual Learning actually allows everything related to school such as books, pen and other learning objects to be concentrated in a laptop. For this reason, a Virtual Learning Environment is created in time as it allows the teacher and the students to adopt a preferred learning style and at the same time, allows the organizing process to be done in many other ways than the traditional learning environment. (McAvinia, 2016)
The situation with Covid 19 Pandemic was also strengthening the reasons why Virtual Learning Environment Should be implemented as it was a an urgent measurement during the lock-down when the Government have been closing all the schools and Universities. As the VLE is helping the students to learn pure remotely, it was implemented in all the Universities across the world and UK which means that it is an effective alternative of the traditional learning method. However, planning was compulsory before adopting the VLE during the pandemic due to the fact that it needed to be organized and give students access to all the tools they need in order to learn efficiently and create a healthy learning environment at the same time. (Nowfeek, Rupasinghe, 2022)

Background
Primary data is the raw information gathered directly from the source via interviews, questionnaires, surveys or simple discussions between two or more individuals. (FormPlus, 2020)
On the other hand, secondary data is a perspective of the authors about the primary data that was gathered via the above-mentioned techniques and tools. It is actually an interpretation with a subjective touch about the discussed subject. (FormPlus, 2020)

Aims and Objectives
Advantages of VLE
The first advantage that worths speaking about is the simple management that the Virtual Learning Environment gives the teachers during the learning process. On the other hand, it enables the students to have access to more materials which are helping them to easier get the right information and have the expected outcome. For example, lesson planning is easier as there is a fixed schedule that may be organized by the professors and added all the materials that the students will have access to. Tracking the students performance is also a thing that makes sense easier for the teachers by using VLE as the small tasks can easier highlight if the performance of the students have increased or not. (Scand, 2020)
Another major advantage of the VLE is the fact that the materials and other apps can be easily updated in case something goes wrong with the performance of the students. For this reason, if a professor analyzed the overall class performance and realizes that it is decreasing rather than going on an ascending path, more materials and educational videos can be uploaded so the students can have a better understanding about the discussed subject. This kind of freedom is something that is hard to be implemented during the traditional learning style. (Tan, 2021)
Due to the fact that there is so much diversity on the Virtual Learning Environment another advantage that can be taken into account is the high engagement of the students and their involvement in learning more efficiently. The diversity of the new approaches in matter of learning are fitting almost all the learner’s style starting from the visual to the auditive learners. 
Affordability should be compulsorily mentioned among the advantages of the Virtual Learning Environment due to the fact that it includes numerous benefits for the students in matter of saving money as there is need just of a laptop in order to be able to attend classes and further study. The essays and reports can be easily done with a regular laptop and it means that the students are saving money in matter of campus fees, rent and transportation. These are huge costs especially when it comes about studying in London which are cut of if the students are attending classes online. In the same situation are the students that come from external countries and have to spend more money for the fees and other kind of expenses. (Tanase et Al., 2022)
Flexibility should also be discussed as a major advantage as the students are able to have a full-time job while attending classes remotely via Virtual Learning Environment. Due to the fact that all the materials and images or videos are uploaded on the VLE platform, the students may have permanent access to them which allows them to organize their studies in a better manner. Further, the VLE is also helping those who have to take care of their children to be multi-tasking and productive at the same time. (Jacques, 2020)
Disadvantages of VLE
One of the most impacting disadvantages of the VLE is the fact that cheating can not be controlled. The professors will not be able to see if the students are using extra devices while answering questions or have someone helping them within other channels. It actually can be considered a major disadvantage as the students will not be able to fully comprehend and have the expected learning outcome that will most likely influence their performance while applying the acquired knowledge in the real world while having a job (Kulal, 2020)
Decreased motivation is another disadvantageous aspect of the Virtual Learning Environment as the students are not all very motivated and responsible to the professors will harder determine them to learn and meet the deadlines as studying effectively requires responsibility and willingness of doing the right things in order to acknowledge information that helps in the future. (Oyedotun et al., 2020)
It is not a hidden fact that face-to-face communication is the most effective as the sender and receiver can clearly receive the message with the minimum of effort as there can be interpreted the gestures and facial expressions. For this reason, we can say that another disadvantage of the Virtual Learning Environment is not encouraging genuine and warm relationships between the students but rather limit their conflict and problem solving skills by keeping them apart from each other. It is easier to see on someone’s face that it is disappointed by the other individual’s opinion rather than figuring out from an e-mail or voice call.  (Belgica, 2020)
In matter of disadvantages, there are more others that are needed to be mentioned such as the limitations of not practicing. For example, when it comes to build a relationship with the business partner or the client is more likely a face to face simulation or role-play so the students can easier figure out how they have to really treat their customers in order to be successful and close deals. This may lead to lack of practice in the real world and it will take more time for the students in order to become successful managers or business people.
The delayed answers and misunderstandings are also part of the disadvantage aspect as the time flexibility allows the teachers to analyze better their questions in order to answer them which is time-consuming and will further generate delays. (Arkorful, 2014)

 Methods
The used me this in order to conduct the survey from Appendix 1 was via e-mail and for this reason, I have asked my class mate’s e-mails as well as other’s students e-mail addresses via the Facebook groups created by the students and kindly asked them to answer the questions so I can create a better image about what was actually the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment in the students

Results:
1. Do you have computer skills?
a. Yes - 85%
b. No - 15%

2. Did you find Moodle implemented before somewhere else than within the University? 
a. Yes - 20%
b. No - 80%



3.  Which is your preferred learning method?
a. Traditional learning method - 30%
b. Virtual Learning Environment - 70%

4. Would you consider Moodle useful? 
a. Yes - 90%
b. No - 10%

5. Do you consider Moodle friendly for students?
a. Yes - 80%
b. No - 20%

6. Have you experienced many issues e while studying remotely?
a. Yes - 15%
b. No - 85%

7. Did you manage to upload your assignments easily on the Moodle Platform?
a. Yes - 95%
b. No - 5%

Analysis
Based on the above table with results the main conclusion will be that there is a small percentage of people that did not make efforts to familiarize with the Virtual Learning Environment and it is speaking about the people with the age of above 45 years that are studying and are not having the necessary computer skills and most likely never experienced the VLE before. The good news are there are students that have encountered the VLE and they are those which get more easier to upload their assignments or did not find difficulties in using the Virtual Learning method. Right now, more students prefer studying remotely rather than the traditional learning style which means that the students adapted fast to the changes imposed by the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Conclusion
The Virtual Learning Environment seems to be on the both sides of the story, so there are students that consider it useful and have a positive opinion about the implementation of VLE in Universities while others will rather prefer the traditional way of learning. As well as any new aspect that is implemented, being able to have a full usage of the VLE by all the students requires time and willingness to adapt and learn which can be time consuming and not have the expected results.  On the other hand, there are disadvantages that should be managed and transposed into opportunities in order to increase the efficiency of the Virtual Learning Environment. The same thing should happen when it comes about the advantages as the students may be able to have better results and make more usage of the effectiveness of the Virtual Learning Environment. All in all, the students are usually easily adapting to the new changes that occur and understand that it is an urgent measurement in order not to lose tests while they ca. actually take advantage of the benefits the Pandemic being to us rather than just complain about the negative aspects. 
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Appendix:

1. Do you have computer skills? 
a. Yes
b. No

2. Did you find Moodle implemented before somewhere else than within the University? 
a. Yes 
b. No 

 
3.  Which is your preferred learning method?
a. Traditional learning method 
b. Virtual Learning Environment 

4. Would you consider Moodle useful? 
a. Yes 
b. No 

5. Do you consider Moodle friendly for students?
a. Yes 
b. No 

6. Have you experienced many issues e while studying remotely?
a. Yes 
b. No 

7. Did you manage to upload your assignments easily on the Moodle Platform?
a. Yes 
b. No
