The intelligence of ancient cavillations shown through the first primary sources of art.
Art has been used throughout life to highlight human cognition and culture. The cave of Altamira depicts of the first evidence of human creating art or even the first account of humans taking accounts of their history. Displayed in these caves' primary sources of human evolution through archaeological findings. Shown are drawings of animals: bison, horses, and deer. The prehistoric humans who made this were able to even show shading and depth using the shapes of the rocks and different colours created by ochre and charcoal, this evokes that this was intentional techniques to create these animals. Found in 1879 by Marcelino Sanz de Sautuola showed a cave with some of the first created art of humans dating over nearly 36,000 years old. Looking at the context of this finding is that it was first rejected that it was prehistoric, evolution as still very controversial as Origin of Species was only published 20 years earlier. Analysing these depictions as a primary source shows us that humans were evolving mentally faster than anticipated, able to draw picture of animals, movement, and the perspective of these animals. This shows historians that humans had artistic skills, symbolic thinking, and a form of expression this evokes that this cave is not just proof of art yet shows us direct evidence of how prehistoric humans lived and thought. Using these artefacts as a primary source displays the focus of what was important to them at the time, also showing what was behind these thoughts, by the focus on animals shows that hunting was their main purpose also what animals was important to them at this time, they could understand which animals were worth their energy of hunting like deer's and horses this shows their priorities which reflects to historians using this as a primary source how the mind was processing. This source also shows the human being able to compose a plan, highlighting humans were able to problem solve to some extent this time. Looking at the at the strength of this collection of artefacts as a primary source shows accurate behaviour not just opinions from later archaeologists and historians, the drawings show accurate ways of think that prehistoric humans displayed. As this source is an artefact it shows direct evidence from the time not just accounts from history, these drawings have highlighted the evolution of the human mind and how we have developed to today's knowledge. However, comparing this to the limitations of this source shows us that historians do need to show their input due to no written explanation of what the meaning of the drawings are, further showing that these drawings are up to interpretation.


 
Bibliography
Brinkhof, Tim. 2025. ‘How the Altamira Cave Paintings Divided the 19th-Century Scientific World’, Artnet News <https://news.artnet.com/art-world/the-hunt-altamira-cave-paintings-drama-2674323>
de Quirós, F. H. Bernaldo. 1991. ‘Reflections on the Art of the Cave of Altamira.’, Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 57.01: 81–90 <https://doi.org/10.1017/s0079497x00004898>
Stewart, Jessica. 2020. ‘Facts about Altamira Cave Art’, Www.bradshawfoundation.com<https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/news/cave_art_paintings.php?id=Facts-about-Altamira-cave-art>
unesco. 2026. ‘Cave of Altamira and Paleolithic Cave Art’, Youtu.be<https://youtu.be/qyIfPbn0RDs?si=5FdbCAFmh8WsMS2U> [accessed 23 March 2026]
UNESCO World Heritage Centre. 2013. ‘Cave of Altamira and Paleolithic Cave Art of Northern Spain’, Unesco.org <https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/310/>

